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Truth or Error?
Biblical safeguards against destructive heresies and unprincipled 
errors

























1 Peter 3:15 (KJV) — 15 But sanctify the Lord God in your 
hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man 

that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with 
meekness and fear:



2 Peter 2:1 (KJV) — 1 But there were false prophets also 
among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among 

you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even 
denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon 

themselves swift destruction.



The track of truth lies close beside the track of error, and 
both tracks may seem to be one to minds which are not 
worked by the Holy Spirit, and which, therefore, are not 
quick to discern the difference between truth and error. 

(Selected Messages, book 1, p. 202.2)



I have been instructed to say that it is not new and fanciful 
doctrines which the people of God need. They do not need 

suppositions, which can not be sustained by the Word of 
God. (Review and Herald, January 21, 1904, par. 1)



Acts 17:11 (KJV) — 11 These (Bereans) were more noble 
than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word 

with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures 
daily, whether those things were so.



2 Peter 2:1 (KJV) — 1 But there were false prophets also 
among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among 

you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even 
denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon 

themselves swift destruction.



ἀπώλεια (apōleia) 



Thomas Munzer, the most active of the fanatics, was a 
man of considerable ability, which, rightly directed, would 
have enabled him to do good; but he had not learned the 
first principles of true religion. “He was possessed with a 

desire of reforming the world, and forgot, as all enthusiasts 
do, that the reformation should begin with himself.”—

Ibid., b. 9, ch. 8. He was ambitious to obtain position and 
influence, and was unwilling to be second, even to Luther.



He declared that the Reformers, in substituting the 
authority of Scripture for that of the pope, were only 

establishing a different form of popery. He himself, he 
claimed, had been divinely commissioned to introduce the 
true reform. “He who possesses this spirit,” said Munzer, 

“possesses the true faith, although he should never see the 
Scriptures in his life.”—Ibid., b. 10, ch. 10. (The Great 

Ctonroversy,  p. 191.1)



Matthew 7:16 (KJV) — 16 Ye shall know them by their 
fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles?



Galatians 1:8–9 (KJV) — 8 But though we, or an angel 
from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that 
which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed. 9 
As we said before, so say I now again, If any man preach 
any other gospel unto you than that ye have received, let 

him be accursed.



1 Corinthians 14:32 (KJV) — 32 And the spirits of the 
prophets are subject to the prophets.



Isaiah 8:20 (KJV) — 20 To the law and to the testimony: if 
they speak not according to this word, it is because there is 

no light in them.



1 Corinthians 2:1–2 (KJV) — 1 And I, brethren, when I 
came to you, came not with excellency of speech or of 

wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of God. 2 For I 
determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus 

Christ, and him crucified.



Ephesians 2:8–10 (KJV) — 8 For by grace are ye saved 
through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of 

God: 9 Not of works, lest any man should boast. 10 For we 
are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good 
works, which God hath before ordained that we should 

walk in them.



Revelation 12:17 (KJV) — 17 And the dragon was wroth 
with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant of 
her seed, which keep the commandments of God, and have 

the testimony of Jesus Christ.



Revelation 19:10 (KJV) — 10 And I fell at his feet to worship 
him. And he said unto me, See thou do it not: I am thy 

fellowservant, and of thy brethren that have the testimony of 
Jesus: worship God: for the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of 

prophecy.



Leave the impression upon the mind that the Bible, and the 
Bible alone, is our rule of faith, and that the sayings and 

doings of men are not to be a criterion for our doctrines or 
actions. (Sabbath School Worker, January 1, 1889, par. 8)



1 Thessalonians 5:21 (KJV) — 21 Prove all things; hold fast 
that which is good.



1 John 4:1 (KJV) — 1 Beloved, believe not every spirit, but 
try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false 

prophets are gone out into the world.



Matthew 7:15–20 (KJV) — 15 Beware of false prophets, 
which come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are 
ravening wolves. 16 Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do 
men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles? 17 Even so 

every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree 
bringeth forth evil fruit. 18 A good tree cannot bring forth 

evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. 19 
Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, 
and cast into the fire. 20 Wherefore by their fruits ye shall 

know them.



1 Kings 13:18 (KJV) — 18 He said unto him, I am a prophet 
also as thou art; and an angel spake unto me by the word of 

the LORD, saying, Bring him back with thee into thine house, 
that he may eat bread and drink water. But he lied unto him.




