Cornelius and Peter

Acts 10:1—23
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',cts " *-3' 23—Fehx the governor l1ved there and was the ofﬁc1a1
a"fd'-Roman Caprtal of the ]udea Prevmce Fehx governed from the
-4‘.."",-Promontory Palace a grand Complex orlgmally bu11t by Herod

~ the Great that functioned as the Roman :'Vef nor’s Ofﬁﬂal -

mansmn and headquarters -




| Herod' ”Promontory Palace at Caesarea Mar1t1ma |

“was built on natural reck pro]ectmg into the

Medlterranean On the pal:

=~ 'burlders cut into the natural
"pool area that they filled wit
- The palace was terraced and had two main levels

ace grounds Herod’

aedrock to create a large -
h freshwater 8 feet deep



Also a temple was built mland from the harbor north .
of the palace overlookmg the sea. It contained huge '
1mages of ]ul1us Caesar (as a god) and Juno (as the

~patron goddess of Rome). Josephus mentions it could
~ be seen from a great d1stance and its size was
immense. It was poss1bly close to 100 feet from the
column bases to the top of its pediment, surrounded

~ by columns and built upon an expansive, elevated
platform Priests served at the temple and performed
‘animal sacr1f1ces Captains would bring offerings
“when arriving at harbor and before leaving on
journeys. The temple represented the main religious
 life of the people at Caesarea, but there were other
shrmes or temples durmg the t1me of Cornehus
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= Band Called the Ital1an band—A Centur1on was the Commander of
a centuria, which was the smallest unit of a Roman legion. A

= '_leglon was composed of 6,000 soldiers. Each legion was d1V1ded

~ into 10 Cohorts (called bands in Acts). Each cohort contained 6

- centurza A Centurron Commanded about 80 100 men, and there

Were 60 centurza in a leglon

.».Cornehus Commanded 80 100 men, and his centuria was part of a .
- larger group of 600 men called a cohort or in Acts called a band.

. The partrcular Cohort of Wh1Ch he was a part was Called the
Ital1an Band in Acts 1() 1 ’ | '



https://www.britannica.com/topic/legion
https://www.britannica.com/dictionary/legion

| Cornehus was a Roman centur1on He was a man of Wealth and
- noble birth, and h1s pos1tlon was one of trust and honor. A
- heathen by birth, tra1n1ng, and education, through contact w1th
the Jews he had gained a knowledge of God, and he Worshlped
- H1m with a true heart, showmg the smcer1ty of his faith by

- _compassmn to the poor He was known far and near for his

~ beneficence, and his righteous life made him of good repute

- among both Jews and Gentﬂes His 1nﬂuence was a blessing to all
-~ w1th Whom he came in contact The 1nsp1red record describes h1m

- as “a devout man, and one that feared God with all his house,

- __‘wh1ch gave much alms to the people and prayed to God alway
| (AA 132 3) |




% Behevmg in God as the Creator of heaven and earth Cornehus
- revered H1m acknowledged His author1ty, and sought His
counsel in all the affairs of hfe He was fa1thfu1 to ]ehovah in hls -

,,_home life and in his official dutles He had erected the altar of
_God in h1s home for he dared not attempt to carry out his plans -
or to bear hlS respon81b111t1es W1thout the help of God (AA 133 1)7 |




Though Cornehus bel1eved the prophec1es and was lookmg for '
‘the l\/less1ah to come, he had not a knowledge of the gospel as

- revealed in the l1fe and death of Chr1st He was not a member of

~ the ]ew1sh church and would have been looked upon by the
- ;"_rabb1s asa heathen and unclean. But the same Holy Watcher who |
"_'sa1d of Abraham A1 know h1rn - knew Cornehus also and sent .
message d1rect from heaven to h1m (AA 133 2)




The angel appeared to Cornehus wh11e he was at prayer As the _
centurion heard h1mse1f addressed by name, he was afraid, yet he

- knew that the messenger had come from God and he sa1d

.'_'-..'”What is 1t Lord7” The angel answered ”Thy prayers and th1ne

--__'-'_alms are Come up for a memor1a1 before God. And Nnow send men

- to ]oppa and call for one Simon, whose surname is Peter: he

| lodgeth w1th one Slmon a tanner whose house is by the seas1de
(aa1 133.3) . . '




f#ﬁ The angel after hls mterv1eW Wlth ornehus Went to Peter in

]oppa At the t1me Peter was praymg upon the housetop of hlS
lodgmg (AA 135 1)




Frank1ncense was placed upon the loaves When the bread Was -
removed every Sabbath, to be replaced by fresh loaves, the |

. frankincense was burned upon the altar as a mernor1al before
- God. (PP 354 1) Lev1t1cus 24:7 |

| Many, oh SO many, among bel1evers have scarcely food enough
to eat, yet in their deep poverty they bring their tithes and
offer1ngs to the Lord’s treasury. Many who know what it is to

~ sustain the cause of God in hard and trying circumstances have

_invested means in the publ1sh1ng house They have willingly

= endured hardsh1p and privation, and have watched and prayed
for the success of the cause. Their gifts and sacrifices express the
- fervent gratitude and pralse of their hearts to Him who has

called them out of darkness into His marvelous light. No more

- fragrant 1nﬂuence can ascend to heaven. Their prayers and the1r
~ alms come up as a memor1al before God (2 SM 212.3)
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The showbread was kept ever before the Lord asa perpetual
_ offering. . . Both the manna and the showbread pomted to
~ Christ, the lrvmg Bread, who is ever in the presence of God for
us. He Himself said, “I am the l1v1r1g Bread which came down
. i_frorn heaven John 6:48-51. Frankincense was placed upon the
loaves. When the bread was removed every Sabbath, to be |
replaced by fresh loaves, the frankincense was burned upon the

- altar as a memor1al before God (PP 354.1)

Because He had rested upon the Sabbath “God blessed the
seventh day, and sanctified it,” '—set it apart to a holy use. He
gave it to Adam as a day of rest. It was a memorial of the work of
- creatlon and thus a s1gn of God’s power and His love (DA 281. 2)

Matthewz6;13;]ohn12:3—Mary anoi_nting -]es'US" feet and head




* Who doesnot de51re such memorlals—deeds Wh1ch are _
"'befcre God as a V01ce speakmg in behalf of the human agent

"‘}-'_keepmg our names fresh and fragrant in the heavenly
"-_‘jsanctuary? (RH May 16 1893 par 9)







He was a fisherman (Luke 5:3).
His brother was Andrew.
He was married.

Came from Bethsaida in Galilee
(John 1:44)

Original name was Simon, but

Jesus said he would be called
Cephas (John 1:42).

The name Peter appears more

than any other name in the

Gospels (other than Jesus).
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He had several names—Peter,
Simon, Bar-jona (Matt 16:17),
Simeon (Acts 15:14), Cephas.

He seems to have been a leader and
spokesman among the apostles: His
name is given first in every listing
of the apostles (Matt 10:2; Mk 3:16;
Lk 6:14) and in the listing of the 3
selected ones—Peter, James, John—
and he asked or answered
questions of Jesus (Matt 15:15;
18:21; Matt 16:15; Matt 16:22)




He seemed to be the first of the apostles to
speak up, was the only disciple to get out of
the boat and walk on the water to Jesus,
and he presumed to know what the right
thing to do or say was, even instructing
Jesus (Matt 16:22-be it far from thee; John
13:8—you’ll not wash my feet; 18:10—cut off
the servant’s ear). But he also saw his need—
he called on Jesus to save him when he
began to sink (Matt 14:30). He was the only
one to deny Jesus and that 3 times (Matt
26:69). He was self-seeking (what am I
going to get—Matt 19:27), but at other times
he sacrificed to follow Jesus (Mark 1:18).




He was intelligent and wise
and the first disciple to

acknowledge Jesus as the
Son of God (Matt 16:16).

He was the first to take the
gospel to the Gentiles.




The angel, 'after his interview with Cornehus ~went to

Peter, in Joppa. At the time, Peter was praying upon
~ the housetop of his lodging, and we read that he
“became very hungry, and would have eaten: but
Whﬂe they made ready, he fell_mto a trance.” It was nOt
for pl Iy51ca1 food alone that Peter hungered. As from
the housetop he viewed the city of Joppa and the
surroundmg country he hungered for the salvation of
~ his countrymen. He had an intense desire to point out

~ to them from the Scriptures the prophecies relatmg to
the suffermgs and death of Chrlst (AA 135.1)




In the vision Peter “saw heaven opened, and a certain

vessel descendmg unto him, as it had been a great

5

heet knit at the four corners, and let down to the

ea_rti

N: whereih were all manner ef four-footed beasts -of

the earth, ah' ‘wild beasts, and creeping things, and
fowls of the air. And there came a voice to him, Rise,

-~ Peter; k_111 and eat. But Peter sa1d Not so, Lord; for I |
havenever eaten anything that is common or unclean.

And the voice spake unto him again the second time,
~ What God hath cleansed, that call not thou common.
 This Was done thrice: and the vessel was received up

agam mto heaven 2 (AA 1357)



This vision conveyed to Peter both reproofand

instruction. It revealed to him the purpose of G od—
‘that by the death of Christ the Gentiles should be
made fellow heirs with the Jews to the blessings of
salvation. As yet none of the d1sc1p1es had preached
the gospel to the Gentiles. In their minds the middle
~ wall of partition, broken down by the death of Christ,
st111 existed, and their labors had been confined to the
~ Jews, for they had looked upon the Gentiles as
excluded from the blessings of the gospel. Now t

Lordwas seekmg to teach Peter the world- wide ext
of the dlvme plan (AA 1)




The time had Come for an ent1rely new phase of work
 to be entered upon by the church of Christ. The door
~ that many of the ]ew1sh converts had closed agalnst
the Gentrles was now to be thrown open. And the
Gentlles who accepted the ¢ gospel were to be regarded
‘as on an equality with the Jewish d18c1p1es w1thout '

the nece381ty of observmg the rite of circumcision.
- - (AA136.2) ”




- How carefull - the Lordworked to overCOme the
pre]udlce agamst the Gentiles that had been : so firml

 fixed in Peter’s mind by his ]ew1sh trammg' By the
vision of t e sheet and its contents He sought to

divest the apostle’s mind of this prejudice and to

teach the important truth that in heaven there is no

respect of persons; that Jew and Gentile are alike
- precious in God’s 51ght that through Christ the
heathen may be made partakers of the blessmgs an
- pr1v1leges of the gospel. (AA 136.3)




Wh11e Peter was medltatmgon the meamng of the

VlSlOIl the men sent from Cornehus arrived in ]oppa

and stood before the gate of |

his lodgmghouse Then

the Sp1r1t said to him, “Behol

d three men seek thee.

Ar1se therefore, and get thee down, and go with them

doubtmg nothmg for I have

sent them 7 (AA 136 4 )










Prayer is the opening of the heart
to God as to a friend. (5C 93.2)

... prayer is the key in the hand
of faith to unlock heaven’s
storehouse . . . (SC 94.2)

Prayer is not to work any change
in God; it is to bring us into
harmony with God. (COL 143.1)

.. . from a sincere heart ascends as
incense before the Lord . . . (AG
86.5)




Every sincere prayer is heard in
heaven. It may not be fluently
expressed; but if the heart is in
it, it will ascend to the sanctuary
where Jesus ministers, and He
will present it to the Father
without one awkward,
stammering word, beautiful and

fragrant with the incense of His
own perfection. (DA 667.3)




... 1s heaven’s ordained means
of success in the conflict with sin

and the development of
Christian character (AA 563)

.. . 1s the life of the soul. (ED
258.3)

.. . is the breath of the soul. (GW
254 .4)




| * There 1s no tlme or place in Whrch 1t is mappr()prrate to
= offer up a pet1t1or1 to Ged There is nothmg that can prevent
 us from hftmg up our hearts in the spirit of earnest prayer

',.In the crowds of the street, in the midst of a business
- _engagement we may send up a pet1t10n to God and plead
. for dlvme guldance (SC 99) -




Although there may be a ta1nted corrupted atmosphere around

- us, we need not breathe 1ts m1asma but may hve in the pure air
_ of heaven We may close every door to 1mpure 1mag1n1ngs and
-'_':'T'-_-'_"--_unholy thoughts by hftmg the soul 1nto the presence of God

~ through sincere prayer. Those whose hearts are open to receive
~ the support and blessing of God W111 walk in a holier atmosphere_

~than that of earth and W111 have constant communlon W1th
'heaven (SC 99 2)




Nothmg that in any way concerns our peace is too small for Him
to notice. There is No chapter in our exper1ence too dark for Him
_ tormead there is no perplex1ty too difficult for H1m to unravel. No |
- Calamlty can befall the least of His children, no anxiety harass the |
soul, no joy cheer, no sincere prayer escape the lips, of which our
‘heavenly Father is unobservant or in which He takes no '
;"_'1mmed1ate interest. “He healeth the broken in heart, and bmdeth

up their wounds.” Psalm 147:3. The relations between God and
each soul are as distinct and full as though there were not another

_ soul upon the earth to share His watchcare, not another soul for
_,.‘-'-Whom He gave H1s beloved Son (SC 100 1) -




| The Way to the throne of God is always open You cannot always
. T_;-be on your knees in prayer But your silent pet1t10ns may " '
- constantly ascend to God for strength and gu1dance When

~ tempted, as you will be, you may flee to the secret place of the

I_.:':"'__-'.'._EMOS’( ngh H1s everlast1ng arms Wlll be underneath you Let
;'jthese words cheer you, “Thou hast a few names even in Sard1s |
which have not defiled their garments and they shall Walk W1th :_
l\/le 1n wh1te for they are Worthy 7 [Revelat1on 3: 4 ] (5LtMs Lt 55,
: ..1887 par 14)




As yet the d1sc1p1es were unacquamted W1th the Sav1our s

. unhmrted resources and power. He said to them, ”H1thert0 have

- ye asked nothlng in My name.” ]ohn 16:24. He exp1a1ned that the
secret of their success would be in asklng for strength and grace
~ in His name. He would be present before the Father to make

- _request for them The prayer of the humble supphant He presents
~as Hisown desire in that soul’s behalf. Every sincere prayer is
~ heard in heaven. It may not be ﬂuently expressed; but if the heart

isinit, it will ascend to the sanctuary where Jesus ministers, and

- He W111 present it to the Father without one awkward,

- __‘stammer1ng Word beautiful and fragrant Wlth the 1ncense of H1s
| _-_"'-own perfectlon (DA 667 3) |










Only the three who are to W1tness HIS angu1sh in
Gethsemane have been chosen to be with Him on the mount.'"-'
‘Now the burden of His prayer is that they may be givena
| rnanlfestatlon of the glory He had with the Father before the
~ world was, that His klngdom may be revealed to human

‘eyes, and that His disciples may be strengthened to behold
it. He pleads that they may - witness a manifestation of Hrs
d1v1n1ty that will comfort them in the hour of His supreme
agony with the knowledge that He is of a surety the Son of
God and that His shameful death is a part of the plan of
redemptlon (DA 419 4)




- H1s prayer is heard Wh11e He is bowed in lowhness apon
the stony ground suddenly the heavens open, the golden

| gates of the c1ty of God are thrown wide, and holy radiance
- descends upon the mount, enshroudlng the Sav1our s form. '

Drvrnlty frorn wrthrn flashes through humanity, and meets __
the glory coming from above. Ar1s1ng from His prostrate '
pos1tlon Christ stands in godhke majesty. The soul agony 1s
gone 'His countenance now shines “as the sun,” and His
garments are Wh1te as the hght - (DA 421. 1)







. But God suffered w1th Hrs Son Angels beheld the
Savreur s agony They saw thelr Lord enclosed by

leglons of satanic forces, H1s nature Werghed

down Wrth a shudderlng, mysterlous dread
There Was s11ence 1n heaven (DA 693 2)




= Leg1ons of angels were sorrowfully Wa1t1ng, hop1ng that Asin '
~the case of Isaac, God ‘would at the last moment prevent His
shameful death But angels were not perm1tted to bear any
such message to God’s dear Son. The humiliation in the
]udgment hall and on the way to Calvary went on. He was

~ mocked, derided, and spit upon. He endured the jeers, taunts,

~and rev1l1ngs of those who hated Him, until upon the cross He
- bowed HIS head and d1ed (CCh 187 5] |

- At the sound of fervent prayer Satan s whole host trembles.
| He continues to call legions of evil angels to accomplish his
- ob]ect And when angels, all-powerful, clothed with the

- armory of heaven, come to the help of the fainting, pursued
soul Satan and h1s host fall back, well know1ng that their

e battle is lost (CCh 319 3)




I saw that the remnant were not prepared for What is commg ;.

~ upon the earth. Stupldrty, like lethargy, seemed to hang upon
- the minds of most of those who profess to believe that we are
‘having the last 1 message. My accompanying angel cried out
with awful solemmty, “Get ready' get ready' get ready! for
 the fierce anger of the Lord is soon to come. His wrath is to
be poured out, unmrxed with mercy, and ye are not ready.
Rend the heart, and not the garment. A great work must be
done for the remnant. Many of them are dwelling upon little
| trrals Said the angel, ”Leglons of evil angels are around
you and are trying to press in their awful darkness, that ye
- may be ensnared and taken. Ye suffer your mmds to be
d1verted too readlly from the work of preparation and the
all 1mp0rtant truths for these last days (EW 119 1)




And ye dwell upon 11tt1e tr1a1s and gomto mmute -
. partlculars of little d1ff1cu1t1es to explaln them to the
- satlsfactlon of th1s one or that Angels have been

| been spent in ]ustlfylng self I saw that God W111 not bow

~ down and 11sten to long ]ust1ﬁcat1ons and He does not
want H1s servants to do so, and thus precious t1me be
- Wasted that should be spent in showmg transgressors -
- the error of the1r Ways and pulhng souls out of the ﬁre

o | (EW 119. 1) |




| When Chrrst sent forth the d1sc1p1es W1th the gospel
- message, faith i in God and His word had Well n1gh departed
from the world. . Satan1c agencies took possess1on of men.
The bod1es of human belngs made for the dwelhng place of
- God, became the hab1tat1on of demons. The senses, the

_nerves, the organs of men were worked by supernatural
._{‘agenc1es in the indulgence of the vilest lust. The very stamp
- of demons was 1mpressed upon the countenances of men.

Human faces reflected the expression of the leglons of eV11
w1th Wh1ch men were possessed (MH 142.1, 142. 2)




What is the Cond1t10n in the World today’? Is not fa1th in the
~ Bible as effectually destroyed by the higher criticism and

- speculation of today as it was by tradition and rabblmsm
in the days of Christ? Have not greed and ambition and

love of pleasure as strong a hold on men’s hearts now as
they had then? In the professedly Christian world, even in

the professed churches of Christ, how few are governed by

Christian principles. In business, social, domestic, even
relrgrous circles, how few make the teachings of Christ the
~ rule of daily living. Is it not true that “justice standeth afar
. j_off. ... equity cannot enter. . . . And he that departeth from

eV11 maketh hlmself a prey”7 Isa1ah 59:14, 15. (MH 142.3)




We are hvmg in the m1dst of an ep1dem1c of crime,” " at _
which thoughtful God-fearing men everywhere stand =
_ aghast The corruption that prevails, it is beyond the
power of the human pen to describe. Every day brmgs
~ fresh reve Latlons of political strife, br1bery, and fraud.
‘Every day brings its heart- -sickening record of violence

- and lawlessness, of indifference to human suffering, of |
~ brutal, fiendish destructlon of human life. Every day
- test1f1es_to_the increase of insanity, murder, and suicide.
- Who can doubt that satanic agencies are at work among
-men w1th mcreasmg activity to distract and corrupt the

| mmd and deﬁle and destroy the body7 (MH 142.4)




Sata'h' ‘_:\'-111 call to hls a1d leglons of hls angels tO

oppose the advance of even one soul and if p0551b1e
Wrest 1t from the hand of Chrlst (4bSG 104 5)




I saw evil angels contendmg for souls and angels of God
~ resisting them. The conflict was severe. Evil angels were
Crowdmg about them corrupting the atmosphere with their
~ poisonous mfluence and stupefying their sensibilities. Holy
angels were anx1ously watching these souls, and were
waiting to drive back Satan’s host. But it is not the work of
good angels to control minds against the will of the

_individuals. If they yield to the enemy, and make no effort to
resist him, then the angels of God can do but little more than
hold in check the host of Satan, that they should not destroy,
~ until further light is given to those in peril, to move them to
~ arouse and look to Heaven for help. Jesus will not

comm1ss10n holy angels to extricate those who make no
| effort to help themselves (4bSG 104. 6)




i Satan sees he 1s in danger of losmg one soul he erl exert |

' h1mself to the utmost to keep that one. And when the 1nd1v1dual is

- aroused to his danger and with distress and fervor looks to Jesus
for. strength Satan fears he snall lose a captive, and he callsa

re1nforcement of h1s angels to nedge in the poor soul, and form a
- Wall of darkness around him, that Heaven S l1ght may not reach
" h1m But if the one in danger perseveres and in helplessness and
Weakness casts h1mself upon the merits of the blood of Chr1st
(4bSG 105 1) -




]esus 11stens to the earnest prayer of fa1th and sends - |
re1nf0rcement of those angels which excel in strength to deliver
_ _thern Satan cannot endure to have his powerful rival appealed to, -
~ for he fears and trernbles before his strength and ma]esty At the

"I;-:j--sound of fervent prayer Satan’s whole host trembles. He contrnues .
~ tocall leglons of his evil angels to accomphsh his object. And
When angels, all- powerful clothed with the armory of Heaven

-. i.' come to the help of the fainting, pursued soul, Satan and his host
- fall back well knowmg that the1r battle i is lost. (4bSG 105 1)




But he Who could command the heavenly hosts and inan

'_mstant Call to his aid legions of holy angels, one of whom could

~ have 1mmed1ate1y overpowered that cruel mob, —he who could .

-~ have stricken down his tormentors by the ﬂashmg forth of his
~ divine ma]esty,—submltted to the coarsest insult and outrage -
;"w1th d1gn1f1ed composure. As the acts of his torturers degraded" |
~ them below humamty, into the 11keness of Satan, so did the

meekness and pat1ence of ]esus exalt him above the level ot
- ' humamty (35P 139. 1) -







My exper1er1ce has been smgular and for years I have
- suffered pecuhar trrals of mind. The Cond1t1or1 of God’ =
| :l-_':"ff--_'-'_'-people and my Cormect10r1 Wrth the Work of God, has often-- -

'_brought upon me a welght of sadness and d1scouragement -

- 5{- Whrch cannot be expressed For years [ have looked to the -

grave asa sweet restmg place (4bSG 106 1)




Then our past lrfe was presented before me and l was
_ ‘shown that Satan had sought in various Ways to destroy
'--'our usefulness that many times he has laid his plans toget
' us down from the work of God; he had come in different
Ways and through different agencies, to accomphsh his

~ purposes; and through the m1n1strat1on of holy angels he
- had been defeated. I saw that in our journeying from place
to place he had frequently placed his evil angels in our

path to cause acc1dent which would result in our losing our
= l1V€S (4bSG 106 3) '




but holy angels were sent upon the ground to de11ver Several _
acc1dents have placed my husband and myself in great peti.
and our preservatmn has been Wonderful Isaw that we had '
~ been the spec1a1 ob]ects of Satan’s attacks, because of our

1nterest in, and Connectlon W1th the work of God. As Isaw
~ the great care God has every moment for those who love and |

fear him, I was 1nsp1red with confidence and trust in God,
| and felt reproved for my lack of fa1th 4bSG 1063




