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When, in the course of human events, it becomes 
necessary for one people to dissolve the political 
bands which have connected them with another, 

and to assume, among the powers of the earth, the 
separate and equal station to which the laws of 

nature and of nature’s God entitle them, a decent 
respect to the opinions of mankind requires that 
they should declare the causes which impel them 

to the separation.



We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all 
men are created equal, that they are endowed by 
their Creator with certain unalienable rights, that 

among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness.



“We hold these truths to be sacred and undeniable, 
that all men are created equal…” 

Franklin’s edit changed this to: 

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all 
men are created equal…”



We, therefore, the representatives of the United 
States of America, in General Congress assembled, 
appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for 

the rectitude of our intentions, do, in the name, 
and by authority of the good people of these 

colonies, solemnly publish and declare, that these 
United Colonies are, and of right ought to be free 

and independent states; . . . .



Galatians 5:1 (KJV) — 1 Stand fast therefore in 
the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, 

and be not entangled again with the yoke of 
bondage.



John 8:32 (KJV) — 32 And ye shall know the 
truth, and the truth shall make you free.



Romans 6:23 (KJV) — 23 For the wages of sin is 
death; but the gift of God is eternal life through 

Jesus Christ our Lord.



Romans 8:1 (KJV) — 1 There is therefore now no 
condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, 
who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.



Isaiah 53:5 (KJV) — 5 But he was wounded for 
our transgressions, he was bruised for our 

iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon 
him; and with his stripes we are healed.



Christ was treated as we deserve, that we might be 
treated as He deserves. He was condemned for our 
sins, in which He had no share, that we might be 

justified by His righteousness, in which we had no 
share. He suffered the death which was ours, that 

we might receive the life which was His. “With His 
stripes we are healed.” (The Desire of Ages, p. 25.2)



John 8:34–36 (KJV) — 34 Jesus answered them, 
Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whosoever 

committeth sin is the servant of sin. 35 And the 
servant abideth not in the house for ever: but the 

Son abideth ever. 36 If the Son therefore shall 
make you free, ye shall be free indeed.



Romans 6:14 (KJV) — 14 For sin shall not have 
dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, 

but under grace.



Galatians 5:13 (KJV) — 13 For, brethren, ye have 
been called unto liberty; only use not liberty for an 

occasion to the flesh, but by love serve one 
another.



Psalm 119:45 (KJV) — 45 And I will walk at 
liberty: for I seek thy precepts.



Ezekiel 36:26 (KJV) — 26 A new heart also will I 
give you, and a new spirit will I put within you: 
and I will take away the stony heart out of your 

flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh.



Jude 24 (KJV) — 24 Now unto him that is able to 
keep you from falling, and to present you faultless 
before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy,



Romans 6:22 (KJV) — 22 But now being made 
free from sin, and become servants to God, ye have 

your fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting 
life.



2 Corinthians 3:17 (KJV) — 17 Now the Lord is 
that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is, 

there is liberty.



John 8:36 (KJV) — 36 If the Son therefore shall 
make you free, ye shall be free indeed.




