
Lesson for July 18, 2026

Acts 2:37– 47



The historical Pentecost (Acts 2) acted as the “Former 
Rain.” The church requires a parallel, even greater 
spiritual event—the “Latter Rain”—to empower the 

“remnant” to take the gospel to the world before the 
Second Coming.



Adventist Pentecostal revivals, such as the 1899–1900 
“Holy Flesh” movement in Indiana, was false. True 
Pentecostal power does not result in emotional or 

fleshly perfectionism, but rather in a spirit of sacrifice 
and service.



We should emphasize that the outpouring of the Spirit 
at Pentecost was a unifying event designed to mature 

the church. M.L. Andreasen and others taught that God 
requires an end-time church to display his character 

fully to the world. This has been called, “Final 
Generation Theology.”



Acts 2:37 (KJV) — 37 Now when they heard this, they 
were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to 
the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall 

we do?


Who were the “they”?


Acts 2:5


What would indicated to us this was the reality?



Some of the nations



What had they heard?


Joel 2:28–32


Psalm 110:1


Psalm 16:8–11




To what crime did Peter accuse these pious Jews of 
committing? Act 2:36


Were they at Jerusalem during Passover?


Where were the disciples when the Holy Spirit was 
poured out on them? Acts 1:13; 2:1


Did any of the religious leaders, priests, or rulers 
receive the Holy Spirit at that time?


What question was asked of the apostles?


Deuteronomy 5:29




Acts 2:38 (KJV) — 38 Then Peter said unto them, 
Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name 
of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall 

receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.


What does it mean to repent?


“repent” = µετανοέω metanoeō; change one’s mind or 
purpose:’ (Strong’s)


to change one’s way of life as the result of a complete 
change of thought and attitude with regard to sin and 

righteousness—‘to repent, to change one’s way, 
repentance. (Louw Nida)



What promise did Peter give?


Acts 5:32



Acts 2:39 (KJV) — 39 For the promise is unto you, and 
to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as 

many as the Lord our God shall call.


What does this say about Calvinistic election?


John 3:16; Acts 17:24–27; 1 Timothy 2:3–4; Acts 
17:20; 1 John 2:2; 2 Peter 3:9; Revelation 22:17; 

Isaiah 55:1



Acts 2:40 (KJV) — 40 And with many other words did 
he testify and exhort, saying, Save yourselves from 

this untoward generation.


Save = 	 σῴζω sōzō (verb, aorist, passive, imperative, 
second person plural)  soteriology comes from sōzō 

Ephesians 2:8–10


Untoward = σκολιός skolios; a prim. word; curved, 
winding, hence crooked Philippians 2:5


Who were the people added to the church that day? 
Were they are part of the crooked generation?



Acts 2:41 (KJV) — 41 Then they that gladly received 
his word were baptized: and the same day there were 

added unto them about three thousand souls.


It was the truly devout Jews and proselytes who 
accepted the message.


How hard is it to accept the gospel and do God’s will.


1 John 3:22


Matthew 11:28-30


Proverbs 13:15


Hebrews 11:6



God will soon do great things for us if we lie humble 
and believing at His feet.... More than one thousand 
will soon be converted in one day, most of whom will 

trace their first convictions to the reading of our 
publications.—The Review and Herald, November 10, 
1885. CM 151.3; CW 181.2; EV 693.3; LDE 213.4 (EV); 

WM 101.3.


God will soon do great things for us if we lie humble 
and believing at His feet.... More than one thousand 
will soon be converted in one day, most of whom will 

trace their first convictions to the reading of our 
publications.—The Review and Herald, November 10, 

1885 (in D. T. Bourdeau report). 3BIO 302.2







"Basel, Suisse" (Basel, Switzerland)





The Seventh-day Adventist (SDA) Church baptizes an 
average of about 4,000 people every day. With around 
1.465 million new accessions recorded annually, this 

breaks down to roughly 167 people every hour, or 
about 3 people joining the global church every single 

minute. (Google search)



Acts 2:42 (KJV) — 42 And they continued stedfastly 
in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and in 

breaking of bread, and in prayers.



Doctrine: Peter told these individuals that were 
devouted to the Jewish religion, you have to change 

your mind about Judaism.


Had the proselytes then made a mistake when they 
accepted Judaism?


They were told they had to change their mind, they 
had to repent.


What did Jesus say about Judaism? John 4:22


What did Paul write: Romans 3:1–2




And this is the whole of the message from the Holy 
Spirit through Peter on the day of Pentecost and 

that's what it's all about.


Salvation through the Son of God whom the Jewish 
church rejected.



For upon this whole story of the church of 
Israel against the apostles, there stands out 

with transcendent meaning a truth that is 
worthy of the most solemn consideration by 

every Christian: this truth is,—


That which until that time had been the true 
church, called and preserved by the Lord, then 
and there ceased to be the true church at all; 

and that which this church despised, and 
forbade, and persecuted, and cast out, 

became itself the true church. 

And so it is forever. John 9:34–38 (A. T. Jones, 
Individuality in Religion, from The Medical Missionary, 

January 8, 1908, page 42.1-2)



1 Corinthians 10:16


Acts 20:7–11



Acts 2:43 (KJV) — 43 And fear (phobos) came upon 
every soul: and many wonders and signs were done 

by the apostles.


Done = “kept on being done” Gr: imperfect



Acts 2:44 (KJV) — 44 And all that believed (had faith) 
were together, and had all things common;


Acts 2:45 (KJV) — 45 And sold their possessions and 
goods, and parted them to all men, as every man 

had need.



“Fellowship” —see SS lesson note p. 12



Acts 2:46 (KJV) — 46 And they, continuing daily 
with one accord in the temple, and breaking 

bread from house to house, did eat their meat 
with gladness and singleness of heart,


Why the temple?



Acts 2:47 (KJV) — 47 Praising God, and having 
favour with all the people. And the Lord added 
to the church daily such as should be saved.


Luke 2:13, 20; 19:37; Acts 3:8–9



Though some persons have tried to see in the term 
ἐκκλησία a more or less literal meaning of ‘called-out 

ones,’ this type of etymologizing is not warranted 
either by the meaning of ἐκκλησία in NT times or even 

by its earlier usage. The term ἐκκλησία was in 
common usage for several hundred years before the 
Christian era and was used to refer to an assembly of 

persons constituted by well- defined membership.



Matthew 16:13–18
The church is God’s appointed agency for the salvation 
of men. It was organized for service, and its mission is 
to carry the gospel to the world. From the beginning it 
has been God’s plan that through His church shall be 
reflected to the world His fullness and His sufficiency. 

The members of the church, those whom He has called 
out of darkness into His marvelous light, are to show 

forth His glory. The church is the repository of the 
riches of the grace of Christ; and through the church 

will eventually be made manifest, even to “the 
principalities and powers in heavenly places,” the final 

and full display of the love of God. Ephesians 3:10. 
(The Acts of the Apostles, p. 9.1)



We are to pray for the impartation of the Spirit as the remedy 
for sin-sick souls. The church needs to be converted, and why 

should we not prostrate ourselves at the throne of grace, as 
representatives of the church, and from a broken heart and 
contrite spirit make earnest supplication that the Holy Spirit 
shall be poured out upon us from on high? Let us pray that 

when it shall be graciously bestowed our cold hearts may be 
revived, and we may have discernment to understand that it is 
from God, and receive it with joy. Some have treated the Spirit 

as an unwelcome guest, refusing to receive the rich gift, 
refusing to acknowledge it, turning from it, and condemning it 

as fanaticism. TM 64.1 1896



In the balances of the sanctuary the Seventh-day 
Adventist church is to be weighed. She will be judged by 

the privileges and advantages that she has had. If her 
spiritual experience does not correspond to the 

advantages that Christ, at infinite cost, has bestowed on 
her, if the blessings conferred have not qualified her to do 
the work entrusted to her, on her will be pronounced the 
sentence: “Found wanting.” By the light bestowed, the 
opportunities given, will she be judged. (Testimonies for 

the Church, vol. 8, p. 247.2)



The command is: “Go through the midst of the city, 
through the midst of Jerusalem, and set a mark upon the 

foreheads of the men that sigh and that cry for all the 
abominations that be done in the midst thereof.” These 

sighing, crying ones had been holding forth the words of 
life; they had reproved, counseled, and entreated. Some 
who had been dishonoring God repented and humbled 
their hearts before Him. But the glory of the Lord had 

departed from Israel; although many still continued the 
forms of religion, His power and presence were lacking. 

(Testimonies for the Church, vol. 5, p. 210.2)




