
Fundamental 
Pillars

The Personality of God and Christ – part 2



• The Law and the Sabbath (Counsels to Writers and Editors, p. 30.2) 

• The personalities of God and of Christ (Ye Shall Receive Power, p. 235.4) 

• The Faith of Jesus (Counsels to Writers and Editors, p. 30.2) 

• The Sanctuary (The Great Controversy, p. 409.1) 

• The Three Angels’ Messages (Counsels to Writers and Editors, p. 30.2) 

• The Testimony of Jesus (Testimonies for the Church, vol. 1, p. 300.1) 

• The non-immortality of the wicked (Counsels to Writers and Editors, p. 30.2)



Matthew 23:13–15 (KJV) — 13 But woe unto you, 
scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye shut up the 
kingdom of heaven against men: for ye neither go in 

yourselves, neither suffer ye them that are entering to go 
in. 14 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! 
for ye devour widows’ houses, and for a pretence make 

long prayer: therefore ye shall receive the greater 
damnation. 15 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites! for ye compass sea and land to make one 
proselyte, and when he is made, ye make him twofold 



ὑποκριτής, (hupokritēs) . . . mostly in the sense ‘play-
actor, role-player’; (BDAG) 

an actor, a hypocrite  (New American Standard Hebrew-
Aramaic and Greek Dictionaries: Updated Edition)



an actor under an assumed character (stage-player) (Strong’s) 

one who pretends to be other than he really is (Louw Nida) 

an actor, stage-player (Thayer’s)



In the New Testament, Jesus used Father to bring us into 
a close and personal relationship with God (Seventh-day 

Adventists Believe . . ., p. 20).





The Father, the Son, the Spirit are not just three different 
modes of divine expression. They play different roles in 
Creation and salvation; yet they are, at the same time, 

one (Deut. 6:4). (Gerald A. Klingbeil, Adventist Review, 
July 2018, p. 28)



Hi, Family! I need some urgent help asap. Please, my 
Church in Accra has started explaining the Trinity 
doctrine to us after a lot of complaints from church 
members about the doctrine. The pastor leading the 
discussion explained why the church believes the 

Sonship of Jesus Christ our Lord is a role playing, 
and not literal… (Facebook post from Ghana, Africa)



Matthew 3:17 (KJV) — 17 And lo a voice from 
heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I 

am well pleased.



John 3:16–18 (KJV) — 16 For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that 

whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life. 17 For God sent not his Son 
into the world to condemn the world; but that the 

world through him might be saved. 18 He that 
believeth on him is not condemned: but he that 
believeth not is condemned already, because he 

hath not believed in the name of the only begotten 
Son of God.



Matthew 26:62–64 (KJV) — 62 And the high priest arose, 
and said unto him, Answerest thou nothing? what is it 
which these witness against thee? 63 But Jesus held his 

peace. And the high priest answered and said unto him, I 
adjure thee by the living God, that thou tell us whether 
thou be the Christ, the Son of God. 64 Jesus saith unto 

him, Thou hast said: nevertheless I say unto you, Hereafter 
shall ye see the Son of man sitting on the right hand of 

power, and coming in the clouds of heaven.



Mark 14:62 (KJV) — 62 And Jesus said, I am: and ye 
shall see the Son of man sitting on the right hand of 

power, and coming in the clouds of heaven.



Counsels on Stewardship, p. 134.2 

Selected Messages, bk. 2, p. 23.3 

Fundamentals of Christian Education, p. 253.1 

Testimonies for the Church, vol. 9, p. 109.3.



μονογενής (monogenēs) 

μόνος (monos) + γένος (genos)



John 1:18 (KJV) — 18 No man hath seen God at any time; 
the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the 

Father, he hath declared him.



Textus Receptus:  μονογενής υἱός; 

Catholic: μονογενής θεός



No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the 
Father’s side, he has made him known. John 1:18 ESV 

No one has ever seen God. But the unique One, who is 
himself God,* is near to the Father’s heart. He has revealed 

God to us. John 1:19 NLT 
* 1:18 Some manuscripts read But the one and only Son.



John 1:14 (KJV) — 14 And the Word was made flesh, and 
dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of 
the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.



Luke 7:12 (KJV) — 12 Now when he came nigh to the gate 
of the city, behold, there was a dead man carried out, the 

only son (monogenes) [“only-begotten,” Rothrham, 
translation] of his mother, and she was a widow: and much 

people of the city was with her.



Luke 8:42 (KJV) — 42 For he had one only 
(monogenes) [“only begotten”—Rothrham translation] 

daughter, about twelve years of age, and she lay a dying. 
But as he went the people thronged him.



Luke 9:38 (KJV) — 38 And, behold, a man of the 
company cried out, saying, Master, I beseech thee, look 

upon my son: for he is mine only child (monogenes).



The more scarce and needed 
something is, the more valuable it is. 

But if anything can be declared 
unique and only one by fiat or decree, 

how really valuable is it?



Hebrews 11:17 (KJV) — 17 By faith Abraham, when 
he was tried, offered up Isaac: and he that had received 
the promises offered up his only begotten (monogenes) 

son,



Hebrews 11:17–18 (KJV) — 17 By faith Abraham, when 
he was tried, offered up Isaac: and he that had received 

the promises offered up his only begotten son, 18 Of 
whom it was said, That in Isaac shall thy seed be called:



Proverbs 8:22–25 (KJV) — 22 The LORD possessed 
me in the beginning of his way, before his works of old. 
23 I was set up from everlasting, from the beginning, or 

ever the earth was. 24 When there were no depths, I 
was brought forth; when there were no fountains 

abounding with water. 25 Before the mountains were 
settled, before the hills was I brought forth:



Before the mountains were settled, and before all hills, 
he begets me. (Proverbs 8:25 LXX Translation)



Micah 5:2 (KJV) — 2 But thou, Bethlehem 
Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands 
of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me 
that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have 

been from of old, from everlasting. 

goings forth = מוֹצָאָה (motsaah) sense is origin



1 John 4:9–10 (KJV) — 9 In this was manifested 
the love of God toward us, because that God sent 

his only begotten Son into the world, that we might 
live through him. 10 Herein is love, not that we 

loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to 
be the propitiation for our sins



1 John 4:16 (KJV) — 16 And we have known and 
believed the love that God hath to us. God is love; 
and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and 

God in him.


