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Men will arise with interpretations of Scripture which are to them 
truth, but which are not truth. The truth for this time God has given us 

as a foundation for our faith. He Himself has taught us what is truth. 
One will arise, and still another with new light, which contradicts the 

light that God has given under the demonstration of His Holy Spirit. A 
few are still alive who passed through the experience gained in the 
establishment of this truth. God has graciously spared their lives to 

repeat and repeat, till the close of their lives, the experience through 
which they passed, even as did John the apostle till the very close of his 

life. And the standard-bearers who have fallen in death are to speak 
through the reprinting of their writings. I am instructed that thus their 

voices are to be heard. They are to bear their testimony as to what 
constitutes the truth for this time. (20LtMs, Lt 329, 1905, par. 18)
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The scripture which above all others had been both the foundation and 
the central pillar of the advent faith was the declaration: “Unto two 

thousand and three hundred days; then shall the sanctuary be 
cleansed.” Daniel 8:14. These had been familiar words to all believers in 

the Lord’s soon coming. By the lips of thousands was this prophecy 
repeated as the watchword of their faith. All felt that upon the events 

therein foretold depended their brightest expectations and most 
cherished hopes. These prophetic days had been shown to terminate in 
the autumn of 1844. In common with the rest of the Christian world, 

Adventists then held that the earth, or some portion of it, was the 
sanctuary. They understood that the cleansing of the sanctuary was the 
purification of the earth by the fires of the last great day, and that this 

would take place at the second advent. Hence the conclusion that 
Christ would return to the earth in 1844. (GC 409.1)
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Both the prophecy of Daniel 8:14, “Unto two thousand and three 
hundred days; then shall the sanctuary be cleansed,” and the first angel’s 

message, “Fear God, and give glory to Him; for the hour of His 
judgment is come,” pointed to Christ’s ministration in the most holy 

place, to the investigative judgment, and not to the coming of Christ for 
the redemption of His people and the destruction of the wicked. The 

mistake had not been in the reckoning of the prophetic periods, but in 
the event to take place at the end of the 2300 days. Through this error 
the believers had suffered disappointment, yet all that was foretold by 

the prophecy, and all that they had any Scripture warrant to expect, had 
been accomplished. At the very time when they were lamenting the 

failure of their hopes, the event had taken place which was foretold by 
the message, and which must be fulfilled before the Lord could appear 

to give reward to His servants. (GC 424.1)
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Christ had come, not to the earth, as they expected, but, as 
foreshadowed in the type, to the most holy place of the temple 
of God in heaven. He is represented by the prophet Daniel as 
coming at this time to the Ancient of Days: “I saw in the night 

visions, and, behold, one like the Son of man came with the 
clouds of heaven, and came”—not to the earth, but—“to the 
Ancient of Days, and they brought Him near before Him.” 

Daniel 7:13. (GC 424.2)
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This coming is foretold also by the prophet Malachi: “The 
Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to His temple, even 

the Messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, He 
shall come, saith the Lord of hosts.” Malachi 3:1. The coming of 
the Lord to His temple was sudden, unexpected, to His people. 
They were not looking for Him there. They expected Him to 
come to earth, “in flaming fire taking vengeance on them that 
know not God, and that obey not the gospel.” 2 Thessalonians 

1:8. (GC 424.3)



7

The 2300 days had been found to begin when the commandment of 
Artaxerxes for the restoration and building of Jerusalem went into effect, in 
the autumn of 457 B.C. Taking this as the starting point, there was perfect 
harmony in the application of all the events foretold in the explanation of 
that period in Daniel 9:25–27. Sixty-nine weeks, the first 483 of the 2300 

years, were to reach to the Messiah, the Anointed One; and Christ’s baptism 
and anointing by the Holy Spirit, A.D. 27, exactly fulfilled the specification. 
In the midst of the seventieth week, Messiah was to be cut off. Three and a 
half years after His baptism, Christ was crucified, in the spring of A.D. 31. 
The seventy weeks, or 490 years, were to pertain especially to the Jews. At 
the expiration of this period the nation sealed its rejection of Christ by the 

persecution of His disciples, and the apostles turned to the Gentiles, A.D. 34. 
The first 490 years of the 2300 having then ended, 1810 years would remain. 

From A.D. 34, 1810 years extend to 1844. “Then,” said the angel, “shall the 
sanctuary be cleansed.” All the preceding specifications of the prophecy had 

been unquestionably fulfilled at the time appointed. (GC 410.1)
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(W. A. Spicer, Beacon Lights of Prophecy, pp. 94, 97, 98–107)
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Where do we find a prophecy concerning “the cleansing of the 
sanctuary”?

In prophecy, symbols are used. Where do we find prophetic 
symbol of time of a day for a year?

2300 days, or years, would take us beyond the time of Christ, as 
this prophecy was given to Daniel about 600 years before 

Christ. Since there is no sanctuary on earth today, it must refer 
to the sanctuary in heaven. What text tells us there is a 

sanctuary in heaven?

In order to establish the beginning date of the 2300-year 
prophecy, we need to go back into the history of the city of 

Jerusalem.
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What warning was given the Israelites through the prophet 
Jeremiah concerning Jerusalem? (Jeremiah 17:27). Cities were 
built with walls for protection. The gates of the walls into the 
cities were the business districts where all city business and 
trading was carried on. Strangers would come to the gates 
and trade with the inhabitants of the city. The Jews were 

supposed to close the gates before sundown on the sixth day 
of the week in preparation for the Sabbath and were not to 
open them before the Sabbath was over the next evening. 
Evidently they were not obeying this command, and God 

warned them that if they continued to break the Sabbath, he 
would destroy their city. 
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This was fulfilled (2 Chron. 36:14-21). Nebuchadnezzar 
destroyed the city of Jerusalem and took the Jews into captivity 

to Babylon for 70 years. The first king to help return their 
freedom was Cyrus, King of Persia (Isa. 44:28; 45:13). Under 

what three kings was the city rebuilt (Ezra 6:14)?  Cyrus, 
Darius, and Artaxerxes. What was the last decree? By whom 

was it given and when? Ezra 7:11-26 

http://www.biblegateway.com/bible?passage=Isa+44:28
http://www.biblegateway.com/bible?passage=Isa+45:13
http://www.biblegateway.com/bible?passage=Ezr+7:11-26
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The final decree giving the Jews their full freedom to set up 
their own government once again was given by Artaxerxes 
in 457 BC. Whatever Daniel saw in the eighth chapter of 

the book of Daniel, it made a strong man faint, and he was 
sick for a while (Dan. 8:27). He did not understand the 

vision. The first part of the ninth chapter is his prayer in 
behalf of his people, during which an angel was sent to help 

him understand the vision.
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What was the interpretation? (Dan. 9:24-27) Check your chart as you go. How 
much time was allotted to the Jews? 70 weeks or 490 years. We have to remember 
that the Jews had the gospel and were to take it to the world, but they had failed. 
God had punished them severely, and now they had their freedom once more. He 

told them he would give them 490 more years, and that would be all. This 490 
years is cut off from the 2300 years. 

When was the commandment given to restore and to build Jerusalem? (Ezra 
7:11-26)--457 BC. C. When was the Messiah announced to the world? At his 

baptism in AD 27. It took the Jews seven weeks or 49 years to finish rebuilding the 
wall. They finished it in the year 408 BC. How long was it until the baptism of 

Jesus? 62 more weeks, or 434 years. What was to take place after the 62 weeks or 
434 years? The Messiah was to be cut off. Three and one-half years after the 

baptism of Jesus, he was crucified. How many weeks are left of the 70 up to the 
baptism of Jesus? One week is left. What was to happen in the midst of this final 
week? The sacrificial system was to end. Dan. 9:27, first part. The whole sacrificial 

service ended when Jesus died on the cross. 

http://www.biblegateway.com/bible?language=English&version=KJV&passage=Dan+9:24-27
http://mcdonaldroad.org/bible/70weeks.txt
http://www.biblegateway.com/bible?passage=Ezr+7:11-26
http://www.biblegateway.com/bible?passage=Ezr+7:11-26
http://www.biblegateway.com/bible?language=English&version=KJV&passage=Dan+9:27
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