
One Hundred irty-Six Years 
in the Wilderness



Let every one who claims to believe that the Lord is soon coming, 
search the Scriptures as never before; for Satan is determined to try 

every device possible to keep souls in darkness, and blind the mind to 
the perils of the times in which we are living. Let every believer take 
up his Bible with earnest prayer, that he may be enlightened by the 

holy Spirit as to what is truth, that he may know more of God and of 
Jesus Christ whom he has sent. Search for the truth as for hidden 

treasures, and disappoint the enemy. The time of test is just upon us, 
for the loud cry of the third angel has already begun in the revelation 
of the righteousness of Christ, the sin-pardoning Redeemer. This is 

the beginning of the light of the angel whose glory shall fill the whole 
earth. (Review and Herald, November 22, 1892, par. 7)



God has given men the Sabbath as a sign between 
Him and them, as a test of their loyalty. Those 

who, after the light regarding God's law comes to 
them, continue to disobey and exalt human laws 
above the law of God in the great crisis before us 

will receive the mark of the beast.—Letter 98, 
1900. (Evangelism, p. 235.3)



The present is a time of overwhelming interest to all living. 
Rulers and statesmen, men who occupy positions of trust 

and authority, thinking men and women of all classes, have 
their attention fixed upon the events taking place about us. 
They are watching the strained, restless relations that exist 

among the nations. They observe the intensity that is taking 
possession of every earthly element, and they realize that 

something great and decisive is about to take place—that the 
world is on the verge of a stupendous crisis. (Review and 

Herald, November 23, 1905, Art. A, par. 7)



Angels are now restraining the winds of strife, 
until the world shall be warned of its coming 
doom; but a storm is gathering, ready to burst 
upon the earth, and when God shall bid his 
angels loose the winds, there will be such a 

scene of strife as no pen can picture. (Review 
and Herald, November 23, 1905, Art. A, par. 8)



We may have to remain here in this world because 
of insubordination many more years as did the 

children of Israel; but for Christ’s sake, His people 
should not add sin to sin by charging God with the 
consequence of their own wrong course of action. 
(Letters and Manuscripts, vol. 16, LtMs, Lt 184, 

December 7, 1901, par. 17)



There are many outside our people who are in the favor of God, 
because they have lived up to all the light that God has given 
them. For nearly two years we have been urging the people to 

come up and accept the light and the truth concerning the 
righteousness of Christ, and they do not know whether to come 

and take hold of this precious truth or not. They are bound 
about with their own ideas. They do not let the Saviour in. I 

have done what I could to present the matter. I can speak to the 
ear, but I cannot speak to the heart. Shall we not arise, and get 

out of this position of unbelief? Shall we not bruise Satan under 
our feet? I beseech of you, Come up where the living waters 

flow. (Review and Herald, March 11, 1890, par. 11)



Yesterday morning I arose with an agony upon my soul, and 
I could only say, “Lord, thou knowest all about it. My heart 
is burdened, and thou knowest that I cannot bear this load. 
I must have more help than I yet have had. Thou knowest 

that when I see men taking positions contrary to thy word, I 
am crushed under the load, and I can do nothing without 

thy help.” It seemed that as I prayed a wave of light fell 
about me, and a voice said, “I will be with thee to 

strengthen thee.” Since then I have been resting in Jesus. I 
can hide in him. I am not going to carry this load any 
longer. I shall lay it down at the feet of my Redeemer. 

(Review and Herald, March 11, 1890, par. 12)



Brethren, shall we not all of us leave our loads there? and when we leave this 
meeting, may it be with the truth burning in our souls like fire shut up in our 
bones. You will meet with those who will say, “You are too much excited over 
this matter. You are too much in earnest. You should not be reaching for the 
righteousness of Christ, and making so much of that. You should preach the 
law.” As a people, we have preached the law until we are as dry as the hills of 
Gilboa that had neither dew nor rain. We must preach Christ in the law, and 
there will be sap and nourishment in the preaching that will be as food to the 
famishing flock of God. We must not trust in our own merits at all, but in the 

merits of Jesus of Nazareth. Our eyes must be anointed with eye-salve. We 
must draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to us, if we come in his own 
appointed way. O that you may go forth as the disciples did after the day of 
Pentecost, and then your testimony will have a living ring, and souls will be 

converted to God. (Review and Herald, March 11, 1890, par. 13)



Elder K knows not of what spirit he is. He is uniting his influence with 
the dragon host to oppose those who keep the commandments of God, 
and who have the testimony of Jesus. He has a hard warfare before him. 
As far as the Sabbath is concerned, he occupies the same position as the 
Seventh Day Baptists. Separate the Sabbath from the messages, and it 

loses its power; but when connected with the message of the third angel, a 
power attends it which convicts unbelievers and infidels, and brings them 

out with strength to stand, to live, grow, and flourish in the Lord. It is 
time for God's people in Wisconsin to find their position. “Who will be 
on the Lord's side?” should be sounded by the faithful, experienced ones 
in every place. God requires them to come out and cut loose from the 
various influences which would separate them from one another and 

from the great platform of truth upon which God is bringing His people. 
(Testimonies for the Church, vol. 1, p. 337.1)



Several have written to me, inquiring if the message of justification by faith is 
the third angel's message, and I have answered, “It is the third angel's message 

in verity.” The prophet declares, “And after these things I saw another angel 
come down from heaven, having great power; and the earth was lightened with 

his glory.” Brightness, glory, and power are to be connected with the third 
angel's message, and conviction will follow wherever it is preached in 

demonstration of the Spirit. How will any of our brethren know when this 
light shall come to the people of God? As yet, we certainly have not seen the 

light that answers to this description. God has light for his people, and all who 
will accept it will see the sinfulness of remaining in a lukewarm condition; they 
will heed the counsel of the True Witness when he says, “Be zealous therefore, 
and repent. Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, 
and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with 

me.” (Review and Herald, April 1, 1890, par. 8)



The Lord in His great mercy sent a most precious message to His people 
through Elders Waggoner and Jones. This message was to bring more 

prominently before the world the uplifted Saviour, the sacrifice for the sins of 
the whole world. It presented justification through faith in the Surety; it 
invited the people to receive the righteousness of Christ, which is made 

manifest in obedience to all the commandments of God. Many had lost sight 
of Jesus. They needed to have their eyes directed to His divine person, His 

merits, and His changeless love for the human family. All power is given into 
His hands, that He may dispense rich gifts unto men, imparting the priceless 
gift of His own righteousness to the helpless human agent. This is the message 
that God commanded to be given to the world. It is the third angel's message, 

which is to be proclaimed with a loud voice, and attended with the 
outpouring of His Spirit in a large measure. 

(Testimony to Ministers and Gospel Workers, p. 91.2)



Now, it has been Satan's determined purpose to eclipse the 
view of Jesus and lead men to look to man, and trust to 

man, and be educated to expect help from man. For years 
the church has been looking to man and expecting much 

from man, but not looking to Jesus, in whom our hopes of 
eternal life are centered. Therefore God gave to His 

servants a testimony that presented the truth as it is in 
Jesus, which is the third angel's message, in clear, distinct 

lines. (Testimony to Ministers and Gospel Workers, 93.1)



What is justification by faith?—It is the work of God in 
laying the glory of man in the dust, and doing for man 

that which it is not in his power to do for himself. When 
men see their own nothingness, they are prepared to be 

clothed with the righteousness of Christ. When they 
begin to praise and exalt God all the day long, then by 
beholding they are becoming changed into the same 
image. What is regeneration?—It is revealing to man 

what is his own real nature, that in himself he is 
worthless. (Special Testimonies, Series A, no. 9, p. 62.2)



Romans 3:23 (KJV) — 23 For all have 
sinned, and come short of the glory of God;



Jeremiah 23:6 (KJV) — 6 In his days Judah shall be saved, 
and Israel shall dwell safely: and this is his name whereby he 

shall be called, THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.



Matthew 3:7 (KJV) — 7 But when he saw many of 
the Pharisees and Sadducees come to his baptism, he 

said unto them, O generation of vipers, who hath 
warned you to flee from the wrath to come?



Matthew 23:31 (KJV) — 31 Wherefore ye 
be witnesses unto yourselves, that ye are the 
children of them which killed the prophets.



Romans 4:15 (KJV) — 15 Because 
the law worketh wrath: for where no 

law is, there is no transgression.



Matthew 6:33 (KJV) — 33 But seek 
ye first the kingdom of God, and his 

righteousness; and all these things shall 
be added unto you.



Psalm 119:172 (KJV) — 172 My 
tongue shall speak of thy word: for 

all thy commandments are 
righteousness.



Isaiah 51:7 (KJV) — 7 Hearken unto me, ye 
that know righteousness, the people in whose 
heart is my law; fear ye not the reproach of 
men, neither be ye afraid of their revilings.



Isaiah 42:21 (KJV) — 21 The LORD is well 
pleased for his righteousness’ sake; he will 
magnify the law, and make it honourable.



John 6:35 (KJV) — 35 And Jesus said 
unto them, I am the bread of life: he that 
cometh to me shall never hunger; and he 
that believeth on me shall never thirst.



John 8:12 (KJV) — 12 Then spake 
Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the 
light of the world: he that followeth me 

shall not walk in darkness, but shall 
have the light of life.



John 10:7 (KJV) — 7 Then said 
Jesus unto them again, Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, I am the 

door of the sheep.



John 10:11 (KJV) — 11 I am the 
good shepherd: the good shepherd 

giveth his life for the sheep.



John 10:36 (KJV) — 36 Say ye of 
him, whom the Father hath sanctified, 

and sent into the world, Thou 
blasphemest; because I said, I am the 

Son of God?



John 11:25 (KJV) — 25 Jesus said 
unto her, I am the resurrection, and the 
life: he that believeth in me, though he 

were dead, yet shall he live:



John 14:6 (KJV) — 6 Jesus saith 
unto him, I am the way, the truth, 
and the life: no man cometh unto 

the Father, but by me.



John 15:1 (KJV) — 1 I am the true 
vine, and my Father is the 

husbandman.



1 Corinthians 1:30 (KJV) — 30 But of him 
are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto 

us wisdom, and righteousness, and 
sanctification, and redemption:



All His biddings are enablings. 
(Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 333.1)



Christ is waiting with longing desire for the 
manifestation of Himself in His church. 

When the character of Christ shall be 
perfectly reproduced in His people, then 
He will come to claim them as His own. 

(Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 69.1)




