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E-SWORD BIBLE  COMMENTARY

Acts 17:22-34 
THE ONE LIVING AND TRUE GOD


The gospel preacher must avail himself of any circumstance in his surroundings that will enable him to arrest the attention of his audience. He must meet 
them where they are and take them with him to realms of thought with which they are not familiar. Paul was wise to begin with that altar to the Around them 
stood the most exquisite temples ever reared by human genius, but these were not the home of God. He seeks the lowly and contrite heart, not of the Jew 
alone, but wherever man is found, and on whatever intellectual plane. Men, the world over, are brothers-“he hath made of one blood all nations.” The 
arrangements of divine providence have been contrived to lead men to God.   
The arrangements of divine providence have been contrived to lead men to God. If they feel after Him with reverence and true desire, He will be found of 
them. All men are His offspring, but only those who receive the Son of God into their hearts become really sons. Repentance is the act of the will, and 
therefore it may be commanded. God can overlook much that is hurtful and evil, because He loves the world and deals with men according to their light; and 
we may rejoice therefore that He will judge mankind by “the Man.”  
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Then Paul stood in the midst of Mars' hill, and said, Ye men of Athens, I perceive that in 
all things ye are too superstitious.  

For as I passed by, and beheld your devotions, I found an altar with this inscription, TO 
THE UNKNOWN GOD. Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship, him declare I unto you. - 

God that made the world and all things therein, seeing that he is Lord of heaven and 
earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands;  

Neither is worshipped with men's hands, as though he needed any thing, seeing he 
giveth to all life, and breath, and all things;  

And hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth, 
and hath determined the times before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation; 

That they should seek the Lord, if haply they might feel after him, and find him, though 
he be not far from every one of us:  
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For in him we live, and move, and have our being; as certain also of your own poets have said, 
For we are also his offspring.  

Forasmuch then as we are the offspring of God, we ought not to think that the Godhead is like 
unto gold, or silver, or stone, graven by art and man’s device 

 And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men every where to 
repent: -Acts 17:22-30 
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G1761   (Strong) 

ἐνθύμησις


enthumēsis


en-thoo'-may-sis


From G1760; deliberation: - device, thought.


Total KJV occurrences: 4
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Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by 
these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the 
corruption that is in the world through lust.  

2 Petter 1:4
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Confounded be all they that serve graven images, that boast themselves 
of idols: worship him, all ye gods.  

Zion heard, and was glad; and the daughters of Judah rejoiced because of 
thy judgments, O LORD.  

For thou, LORD, art high above all the earth: thou art exalted far above all 
gods. -Psalms 97:7-9
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They made a calf in Horeb, and worshipped the molten image.  

Thus they changed their glory into the similitude of an ox that eateth grass. 
-Psalms 106:19;20
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Not unto us, O LORD, not unto us, but unto thy name give glory, for thy mercy, and for thy 
truth's sake.  

Wherefore should the heathen say, Where is now their God?  

But our God is in the heavens: he hath done whatsoever he hath pleased.  

Their idols are silver and gold, the work of men's hands.  

They have mouths, but they speak not: eyes have they, but they see not:  

They have ears, but they hear not: noses have they, but they smell not:  

They have hands, but they handle not: feet have they, but they walk not: neither speak they 
through their throat. 

They that make them are like unto them; so is every one that trusteth in them. -Psalms 115:1-8

9



To whom then will ye liken God? or what likeness will ye compare unto him?  

The workman melteth a graven image, and the goldsmith spreadeth it over with 
gold, and casteth silver chains.  

He that is so impoverished that he hath no oblation chooseth a tree that will not rot; 
he seeketh unto him a cunning workman to prepare a graven image, that shall not 
be moved.  

Have ye not known? have ye not heard? hath it not been told you from the 
beginning? have ye not understood from the foundations of the earth?  

It is he that sitteth upon the circle of the earth, and the inhabitants thereof are as 
grasshoppers; that stretcheth out the heavens as a curtain, and spreadeth them out 
as a tent to dwell in: -Isaiah 40:18-22
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Thus saith the LORD the King of Israel, and his redeemer the LORD of hosts; I am 
the first, and I am the last; and beside me there is no God. 

 And who, as I, shall call, and shall declare it, and set it in order for me, since I 
appointed the ancient people? and the things that are coming, and shall come, let 
them shew unto them 

 Fear ye not, neither be afraid: have not I told thee from that time, and have 
declared it? ye are even my witnesses. Is there a God beside me? yea, there is no 
God; I know not any. Isaiah 44:6-8 
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What profiteth the graven image that the maker thereof hath graven it; the 
molten image, and a teacher of lies, that the maker of his work trusteth therein, 
to make dumb idols?  

Woe unto him that saith to the wood, Awake; to the dumb stone, Arise, it shall 
teach! Behold, it is laid over with gold and silver, and there is no breath at all in 
the midst of it. 

But the LORD is in his holy temple: let all the earth keep silence before him. 
-Habakkuk 2:18-20 
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For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, 
being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and 
Godhead; so that they are without excuse:  

Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were 
thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was 
darkened.  

Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools,  

And changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made like to 
corruptible man, and to birds, and fourfooted beasts, and creeping things. 
-Romans 1:20-23
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Thou shalt have no other gods before me.  

Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any 
likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the 
earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth: -Exodus 
20:3;4
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And when the people saw that Moses delayed to come down out of the mount, the 
people gathered themselves together unto Aaron, and said unto him, Up, make us 
gods, which shall go before us; for as for this Moses, the man that brought us up out 
of the land of Egypt, we wot not what is become of him.  

And Aaron said unto them, Break off the golden earrings, which are in the ears of 
your wives, of your sons, and of your daughters, and bring them unto me.  

And all the people brake off the golden earrings which were in their ears, and 
brought them unto Aaron.  

And he received them at their hand, and fashioned it with a graving tool, after he 
had made it a molten calf: and they said, These be thy gods, O Israel, which brought 
thee up out of the land of Egypt.  

And when Aaron saw it, he built an altar before it; and Aaron made proclamation, 
and said, To morrow is a feast to the LORD. -Exodus 32:1-5
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And the LORD said unto Moses, Go, get thee down; for thy people, which thou 
broughtest out of the land of Egypt, have corrupted themselves 

  

They have turned aside quickly out of the way which I commanded them: they have 
made them a molten calf, and have worshipped it, and have sacrificed thereunto, and 
said, These be thy gods, O Israel, which have brought thee up out of the land of Egypt. 
-Exodus 32:7-8
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To whom will ye liken me, and make me equal, and compare me, that we 
may be like?  

They lavish gold out of the bag, and weigh silver in the balance, and hire a 
goldsmith; and he maketh it a god: they fall down, yea, they worship.  

They bear him upon the shoulder, they carry him, and set him in his place, 
and he standeth; from his place shall he not remove: yea, one shall cry unto 
him, yet can he not answer, nor save him out of his trouble. -Isaiah 46:5-7
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For the customs of the people are vain: for one cutteth a tree out of the forest, 
the work of the hands of the workman, with the axe.  

They deck it with silver and with gold; they fasten it with nails and with 
hammers, that it move not.  

They are upright as the palm tree, but speak not: they must needs be borne, 
because they cannot go. Be not afraid of them; for they cannot do evil, neither 
also is it in them to do good.  

Forasmuch as there is none like unto thee, O LORD; thou art great, and thy 
name is great in might.  

Who would not fear thee, O King of nations? for to thee doth it appertain: 
forasmuch as among all the wise men of the nations, and in all their kingdoms, 
there is none like unto thee. -Jeremiah 10:3-10
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And the LORD spake unto you out of the midst of the fire: ye heard the voice of the 
words, but saw no similitude; only ye heard a voice. -Deuteronomy 4:12 

Take ye therefore good heed unto yourselves; for ye saw no manner of similitude on 
the day that the LORD spake unto you in Horeb out of the midst of the fire: 
-Deuteronomy 4:15 

Lest ye corrupt yourselves, and make you a graven image, the similitude of any 
figure, the likeness of male or female, -Deuteronomy 4:16 

The likeness of any beast that is on the earth, the likeness of any winged fowl that 
flieth in the air, -Deuteronomy 4:17 
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And lest thou lift up thine eyes unto heaven, and when thou seest the sun, and the moon, and 
the stars, even all the host of heaven, shouldest be driven to worship them, and serve them, 
which the LORD thy God hath divided unto all nations under the whole heaven. -Deut 4:19
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And Moses said unto God, Behold, when I come unto the children of Israel, and shall 
say unto them, The God of your fathers hath sent me unto you; and they shall say to 
me, What is his name? what shall I say unto them?  

And God said unto Moses, I AM THAT I AM: and he said, Thus shalt thou say unto the 
children of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto you. -Exodus 3:13-14
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Thou shalt have none other gods before me.  

Thou shalt not make thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is 
in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the waters 
beneath the earth: -Deuteronomy 5:7-8

22



Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD:  

DEUTERONOMY 6:4 

But to us there is but one God, the Father, of whom are all things, and we in him; 
and one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we by him. -1 Corinthians 
8:6 

Howbeit there is not in every man that knowledge:  

for some with conscience of the idol unto this hour eat it as a thing offered unto 
an idol; and their conscience being weak is defiled. -1 Corinthians 8:7 
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And Hannah prayed, and said, My heart rejoiceth in the LORD, mine horn is 
exalted in the LORD: my mouth is enlarged over mine enemies; because I rejoice 
in thy salvation.  

There is none holy as the LORD: for there is none beside thee: neither is there 
any rock like our God. -1 Samuel 2:1-2
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That all the people of the earth may know that the LORD is God, and that there is none 
else.  

Let your heart therefore be perfect with the LORD our God, to walk in his statutes, and 
to keep his commandments, as at this day. -1 Kings 8:60-61 
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What can David speak more to thee for the honour of thy servant? for thou 
knowest thy servant.  

O LORD, for thy servant's sake, and according to thine own heart, hast thou 
done all this greatness, in making known all these great things.  

O LORD, there is none like thee, neither is there any God beside thee, 
according to all that we have heard with our ears. -1 Chronicles 17:18-20
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In the day of my trouble I will call upon thee: for thou wilt answer me 

 Among the gods there is none like unto thee, O Lord; neither are there any works 
like unto thy works.  

All nations whom thou hast made shall come and worship before thee, O Lord; and 
shall glorify thy name.  

For thou art great, and doest wondrous things: thou art God alone. -Psalms 86:7-10 
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But this I confess unto thee, that after the way which they call heresy, so worship I the God 
of my fathers, believing all things which are written in the law and in the prophets: -Acts 
24:14
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These words spake Jesus, and lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, Father, the hour 
is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee:  

As thou hast given him power over all flesh, that he should give eternal life to as many 
as thou hast given him.  

And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, 
whom thou hast sent.  

I have glorified thee on the earth: I have finished the work which thou gavest me to 
do. -John 17:1-4
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For they themselves shew of us what manner of entering in we had unto you, and 
how ye turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God; - 

And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, even Jesus, 
which delivered us from the wrath to come. -1 Thessalonians 1:9;10 

Paul, and Silvanus, and Timotheus, unto the church of the Thessalonians in God 
our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:  

Grace unto you, and peace, from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. -2 
Thessalonians 1 

To Titus, mine own son after the common faith: Grace, mercy, and peace, from 
God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ our Saviour. -Titus 1:4 
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And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his 
glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth. 
-John 1: 

No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which is in the 
bosom of the Father, he hath declared him. -John 1:18 

For we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we made known 
unto you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were 
eyewitnesses of his majesty.  

For he received from God the Father honour and glory, when there came 
such a voice to him from the excellent glory, This is my beloved Son, in 
whom I am well pleased. -2 Peter 1:16;17
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(For the life was manifested, and we have seen it, and bear witness, and shew 
unto you that eternal life, which was with the Father, and was manifested 
unto us;) -1 John 1: 

But ye have an unction from the Holy One, and ye know all things.  

I have not written unto you because ye know not the truth, but because ye 
know it, and that no lie is of the truth.  

Who is a liar but he that denieth that Jesus is the Christ? He is antichrist, that 
denieth the Father and the Son.  

Whosoever denieth the Son, the same hath not the Father: [(but) he that 
acknowledgeth the Son hath the Father also].  

Let that therefore abide in you, which ye have heard from the beginning. If 
that which ye have heard from the beginning shall remain in you, ye also 
shall continue in the Son, and in the Father. -1 John 2:20-24 
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And we have seen and do testify that the Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of 
the world. -1 John 4: 

For the truth's sake, which dwelleth in us, and shall be with us for ever.  

Grace be with you, mercy, and peace, from God the Father, and from the Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Son of the Father, in truth and love. -2 John 1:2-3 

Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not 
God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the 
Son. -2 John 1:9
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All things are delivered unto me of my Father: and no man knoweth the Son, but 
the Father; neither knoweth any man the Father, save the Son, and he to 
whomsoever the Son will reveal him. -Matthew 11: 27.    Luke 10:22 
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For he whom God hath sent speaketh the words of God: for God giveth not 
the Spirit by measure unto him.  

The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things into his hand.  

He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not 
the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him. -John 3:3


