
Passing the Buck





Satan’s lying charges against the divine character and 
government appeared in their true light. He had accused 

God of seeking merely the exaltation of Himself in 
requiring submission and obedience from His creatures, 
and had declared that, while the Creator exacted self-

denial from all others, He Himself practiced no self-denial 
and made no sacrifice.



Now it was seen that for the salvation of a fallen and 
sinful race, the Ruler of the universe had made the 

greatest sacrifice which love could make; for “God was 
in Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself.” 

2 Corinthians 5:19. It was seen, also, that while Lucifer 
had opened the door for the entrance of sin by his desire 
for honor and supremacy, Christ had, in order to destroy 
sin, humbled Himself and become obedient unto death. 

(The Great Controversy, p. 502.2)



Genesis 3:9–10 (KJV) — 9 And the LORD God called 
unto Adam, and said unto him, Where art thou? 

10 And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I 
was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself. 

11 And he said, Who told thee that thou wast naked? 
Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded 

thee that thou shouldest not eat?



Genesis 3:12–13 (KJV) — 12 And the man said, 
The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she 

gave me of the tree, and I did eat. 13 And the LORD 
God said unto the woman, What is this that thou 

hast done? And the woman said, The serpent 
beguiled me, and I did eat.



Romans 2:1–3 (KJV) — 1 Therefore thou art 
inexcusable, O man, whosoever thou art that 

judgest: for wherein thou judgest another, thou 
condemnest thyself; for thou that judgest doest the 
same things. 2 But we are sure that the judgment of 
God is according to truth against them which commit 

such things. 3 And thinkest thou this, O man, that 
judgest them which do such things, and doest the 

same, that thou shalt escape the judgment of God?



Romans 2:1–3 (NCV) — 1 If you think you can 
judge others, you are wrong. When you judge them, 
you are really judging yourself guilty, because you 

do the same things they do. 2 God judges those who 
do wrong things, and we know that his judging is 

right. 3 You judge those who do wrong, but you do 
wrong yourselves. Do you think you will be able to 

escape the judgment of God?



Numbers 16:1–3 (KJV) — 1 Now Korah, the son of Izhar, the 
son of Kohath, the son of Levi, and Dathan and Abiram, the 
sons of Eliab, and On, the son of Peleth, sons of Reuben, 

took men: 2 And they rose up before Moses, with certain of 
the children of Israel, two hundred and fifty princes of the 

assembly, famous in the congregation, men of renown: 3 And 
they gathered themselves together against Moses and 

against Aaron, and said unto them, Ye take too much upon 
you, seeing all the congregation are holy, every one of them, 

and the LORD is among them: wherefore then lift ye up 
yourselves above the congregation of the LORD?



Leaving his place in the immediate presence of the 
Father, Lucifer went forth to diffuse the spirit of 

discontent among the angels. He worked with mysterious 
secrecy, and for a time concealed his real purpose under 

an appearance of reverence for God. He began to 
insinuate doubts concerning the laws that governed 

heavenly beings, intimating that though laws might be 
necessary for the inhabitants of the worlds, angels, being 

more exalted, needed no such restraint, for their own 
wisdom was a sufficient guide. 



They were not beings that could bring dishonor to God; 
all their thoughts were holy; it was no more possible for 
them than for God Himself to err. The exaltation of the 
Son of God as equal with the Father was represented 

as an injustice to Lucifer, who, it was claimed, was also 
entitled to reverence and honor. If this prince of angels 
could but attain to his true, exalted position, great good 
would accrue to the entire host of heaven; for it was his 

object to secure freedom for all.



But now even the liberty which they had hitherto 
enjoyed was at an end; for an absolute Ruler had been 

appointed them, and to His authority all must pay 
homage. Such were the subtle deceptions that through 
the wiles of Lucifer were fast obtaining in the heavenly 

courts. (Patriarchs and Prophets, 37.1)



1 Kings 16:30–33 (KJV) — 30 And Ahab the son of Omri 
did evil in the sight of the LORD above all that were 

before him. 31 And it came to pass, as if it had been a 
light thing for him to walk in the sins of Jeroboam the son 

of Nebat, that he took to wife Jezebel the daughter of 
Ethbaal king of the Zidonians, and went and served Baal, 

and worshipped him. 32 And he reared up an altar for 
Baal in the house of Baal, which he had built in Samaria. 

33 And Ahab made a grove; and Ahab did more to 
provoke the LORD God of Israel to anger than all the 

kings of Israel that were before him.



1 Kings 17:1 (KJV) — 1 And Elijah the Tishbite, who was 
of the inhabitants of Gilead, said unto Ahab, As the LORD 
God of Israel liveth, before whom I stand, there shall not 
be dew nor rain these years, but according to my word.



1 Kings 18:1 (KJV) — 1 And it came to pass after many 
days, that the word of the LORD came to Elijah in the 

third year, saying, Go, shew thyself unto Ahab; and I will 
send rain upon the earth



1 Kings 18:17–18 (KJV) — 17 And it came to pass, 
when Ahab saw Elijah, that Ahab said unto him, Art thou 
he that troubleth Israel? 18 And he answered, I have not 

troubled Israel; but thou, and thy father’s house, in that ye 
have forsaken the commandments of the LORD, and thou 

hast followed Baalim.



The king and the prophet stand face to face. Though 
Ahab is filled with passionate hatred, yet in the presence 

of Elijah he seems unmanned, powerless. In his first 
faltering words, “Art thou he that troubleth Israel?” he 
unconsciously reveals the inmost feelings of his heart. 

Ahab knew that it was by the word of God that the 
heavens had become as brass, yet he sought to cast 
upon the prophet the blame for the heavy judgments 
resting on the land. (Prophets and Kings, p. 139.3)



It is natural for the wrongdoer to hold the messengers of 
God responsible for the calamities that come as the sure 

result of a departure from the way of righteousness. 
Those who place themselves in Satan’s power are 

unable to see things as God sees them. When the mirror 
of truth is held up before them, they become indignant at 

the thought of receiving reproof. Blinded by sin, they 
refuse to repent; they feel that God’s servants have 

turned against them and are worthy of severest censure. 
(Prophets and Kings, p. 139.4)



Standing in conscious innocence before Ahab, Elijah 
makes no attempt to excuse himself or to flatter the king. 
Nor does he seek to evade the king’s wrath by the good 
news that the drought is almost over. He has no apology 
to offer. Indignant, and jealous for the honor of God, he 

casts back the imputation of Ahab, fearlessly declaring to 
the king that it is his sins, and the sins of his fathers, that 
have brought upon Israel this terrible calamity. “I have not 
troubled Israel,” Elijah boldly asserts, “but thou, and thy 

father’s house, in that ye have forsaken the 
commandments of the Lord, and thou hast followed 

Baalim.” (Prophets and Kings, p. 140.1)



The class that have provoked the displeasure of Heaven 
will charge all their troubles upon those whose obedience 

to God’s commandments is a perpetual reproof to 
transgressors. It will be declared that men are offending 
God by the violation of the Sunday sabbath; that this sin 
has brought calamities which will not cease until Sunday 
observance shall be strictly enforced; and that those who 

present the claims of the fourth commandment, thus 
destroying reverence for Sunday, are troublers of the 

people, preventing their restoration to divine favor and 
temporal prosperity.



Thus the accusation urged of old against the servant of 
God will be repeated and upon grounds equally well 
established: “And it came to pass, when Ahab saw 

Elijah, that Ahab said unto him, Art thou he that 
troubleth Israel? And he answered, I have not troubled 
Israel; but thou, and thy father’s house, in that ye have 
forsaken the commandments of the Lord, and thou hast 
followed Baalim.” 1 Kings 18:17, 18. As the wrath of the 

people shall be excited by false charges, they will 
pursue a course toward God’s ambassadors very 

similar to that which apostate Israel pursued toward 
Elijah. (The Great Controversy, p. 590.1)



The Protestant world today see in the little 
company keeping the Sabbath a Mordecai in the 

gate. His character and conduct, expressing 
reverence for the law of God, are a constant rebuke 
to those who have cast off the fear of the Lord and 
are trampling upon His Sabbath; the unwelcome 
intruder must by some means be put out of the 

way. (Testimonies for the Church, vol. 5, p. 450.1)



Luke 6:31 (KJV) — 31 And as ye would that men 
should do to you, do ye also to them likewise.



1 Corinthians 16:13 (KJV) — 13 Watch ye, stand 
fast in the faith, quit you like men, be strong

Be alert, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be 
strong. (Greek with imperatives highlighted)



“Now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day 
of salvation.” Let every family seek the Lord in 

earnest prayer for help to do the work of God. Let 
them overcome the habit of hasty speech and a 
desire to blame others. Let them study to be kind 

and courteous in the home, to form habits of 
thoughtfulness and care. (Special Testimonies, 

series B, no. 9, p. 6)



Proverbs 28:13 (KJV) — 13 He that covereth his 
sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and 

forsaketh them shall have mercy.



1 John 1:9 (KJV) — 9 If we confess our sins, he is 
faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness.



Isaiah 55:7–8 (KJV) — 7 Let the wicked forsake his 
way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let 
him return unto the LORD, and he will have mercy 
upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly 
pardon. 8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
neither are your ways my ways, saith the LORD.



Matthew 7:3–5 (KJV) — 3 And why beholdest thou 
the mote that is in thy brother’s eye, but considerest 
not the beam that is in thine own eye? 4 Or how wilt 
thou say to thy brother, Let me pull out the mote out 

of thine eye; and, behold, a beam is in thine own 
eye? 5 Thou hypocrite, first cast out the beam out of 

thine own eye; and then shalt thou see clearly to 
cast out the mote out of thy brother’s eye.




