
Moses as Mediator
Exodus 32:32; 33:12–17


Numbers 16:41–45
1



2

Moses did not feel the guilt of sin and did not hasten 
away at the word of the Lord and leave the 

congregation to perish, as the Hebrews had fled from 
the tents of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram the day before. 
Moses lingered; for he could not consent to give up all 

that vast multitude to perish, although he knew that 
they deserved the vengeance of God for their persistent 

rebellion. He prostrated himself before God because 
the people felt no necessity for humiliation; he mediated 

for them because they felt no need of interceding in 
their own behalf. (3T 357.4)
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Moses here typifies Christ. At this critical time Moses 
manifested the True Shepherd's interest for the flock of 
His care. He pleaded that the wrath of an offended God 
might not utterly destroy the people of His choice. And 
by his intercession he held back the arm of vengeance, 
that a full end was not made of disobedient, rebellious 
Israel. He directed Aaron what course to pursue in that 

terrible crisis when the wrath of God had gone forth and 
the plague had begun. ( 3T 358.1)
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Moses was a mediator for his people, often standing 
between them and the wrath of God. When the anger of 

the Lord was greatly kindled against Israel for their 
unbelief, their murmurings, and their grievous sins, 
Moses’ love for them was tested. God proposed to 

destroy them and to make of him a mighty nation. Moses 
showed his love for Israel by his earnest pleading in their 

behalf. In his distress he prayed God to turn from His 
fierce anger and forgive Israel, or blot his name out of 

His book. (EW 162.3) 



The religious services, the prayers, 
the praise, the penitent confession 
of sin, ascend from true believers 

as incense to the heavenly 
sanctuary, but passing through the 
corrupt channels of humanity, they 
are so defiled that unless purified 

by blood, they can never be of 
value with God. They ascend not in 

spotless purity, and unless the 
intercessor who is at God’s right 
hand presents and purifies all by 

His righteousness, it is not 
acceptable to God. 15LtMs, Ms 50, 

1900, par. 17
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All incense from earthly tabernacles 
must be moist with the cleansing 
drops of the blood of Christ. He 

holds before the Father the censor 
of His own merits, in which there is 
no taint of earthly corruption. He 

gathers into this censor the prayers, 
the praise, and the confessions of 
His people, and with these He puts 

His own spotless righteousness. 
Then, perfumed with the merits of 
Christ’s propitiation, the incense 
comes up before God wholly and 

entirely acceptable. Then gracious 
answers are returned. (15LtMs, Ms 

50, 1900, par. 17)
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