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In this fearful time, just before Christ is to come the 
second time, God’s faithful preachers will have to 

bear a still more pointed testimony than was borne 
by John the Baptist. A responsible, important work 

is before them; and those who speak smooth 
things, God will not acknowledge as His 
shepherds. A fearful woe is upon them. 

(Testimonies for the Church, vol. 1, p. 321.2)



Matthew 3:7 (KJV) — 7 But when he saw many of 
the Pharisees and Sadducees come to his baptism, 
he said unto them, O generation of vipers, who hath 

warned you to flee from the wrath to come?



Jeremiah 31:35, 36 (KJV) — 35 Thus saith the 
LORD, which giveth the sun for a light by day, and 
the ordinances of the moon and of the stars for a 

light by night, which divideth the sea when the 
waves thereof roar; The LORD of hosts is his 

name: 36 If those ordinances depart from before 
me, saith the LORD, then the seed of Israel also 

shall cease from being a nation before me for ever.



Jeremiah 31:37 (KJV) — 37 Thus saith the LORD; If 
heaven above can be measured, and the 

foundations of the earth searched out beneath, I 
will also cast off all the seed of Israel for all that 

they have done, saith the LORD.



The Jewish people cherished the idea that they were the 
favorites of heaven, and that they were always to be 

exalted as the church of God. They were the children of 
Abraham, they declared, and so firm did the foundation 
of their prosperity seem to them that they defied earth 
and heaven to dispossess them of their rights. But by 

lives of unfaithfulness they were preparing for the 
condemnation of heaven and for separation from God. 

(Christ’s Objection Lessons, p. 294.2)



The forerunner of Christ’s first advent was a very plain-
spoken man. He rebuked sin, and called things by their 

right names. He laid the ax at the root of the tree. He 
thus addressed one class of professed converts who 

came to be baptized of him in Jordan: “O generation of 
vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the wrath to 

come? Bring forth therefore fruits meet for 
repentance.... And now also the ax is laid unto the root 

of the trees: therefore every tree which bringeth not 
forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire.” 

(Testimonies for the Church, vol. 1, p. 321.1)



Matthew 3:8–10 (KJV) — 8 Bring forth therefore 
fruits meet for repentance: 9 And think not to say 

within yourselves, We have Abraham to our 
father: for I say unto you, that God is able of these 
stones to raise up children unto Abraham. 10 And 
now also the axe is laid unto the root of the trees: 
therefore every tree which bringeth not forth good 

fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire.



Matthew 3:1, 2 (KJV) — 1 In those days came 
John the Baptist, preaching in the wilderness of 

Judaea, 2 And saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom 
of heaven is at hand.



Mark 1:14, 15 (KJV) — 14 Now after that John 
was put in prison, Jesus came into Galilee, 

preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God, 15 
And saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom 

of God is at hand: repent ye, and believe the 
gospel.



Acts 2:36–38 (KJV) — 36 Therefore let all the house of 
Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that same 

Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ. 37 
Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their 

heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the 
apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do? 38 Then 

Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every 
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission 
of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.



Acts 3:19 (KJV) — 19 Repent ye therefore, and 
be converted, that your sins may be blotted 
out, when the times of refreshing shall come 

from the presence of the Lord;



Acts 4:6 (KJV) — 6 And Annas the high priest, 
and Caiaphas, and John, and Alexander, and 

as many as were of the kindred of the high 
priest, were gathered together at Jerusalem.



Acts 4:10 (KJV) — 10 Be it known unto you all, 
and to all the people of Israel, that by the name 
of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, 
whom God raised from the dead, even by him 
doth this man stand here before you whole.



Acts 4:18 (KJV) — 18 And they called them, 
and commanded them not to speak at all nor 

teach in the name of Jesus.



Acts 4:29 (KJV) — 29 And now, Lord, behold 
their threatenings: and grant unto thy servants, 
that with all boldness they may speak thy word,



Acts 5:19, 20 (KJV) — 19 But the angel of the Lord 
by night opened the prison doors, and brought 

them forth, and said, 20 Go, stand and speak in 
the temple to the people all the words of this life.



Acts 5:27, 28 (KJV) — 27 And when they had 
brought them, they set them before the council: 

and the high priest asked them, 28 Saying, Did not 
we straitly command you that ye should not teach 

in this name? and, behold, ye have filled 
Jerusalem with your doctrine, and intend to bring 

this man’s blood upon us.



Acts 5:29 (KJV) —29 Then Peter and the other 
apostles answered and said, We ought to obey 

God rather than men.



Acts 5:30–32 (KJV) — 30 The God of our fathers 
raised up Jesus, whom ye slew and hanged on a 
tree. 31 Him hath God exalted with his right hand 

to be a Prince and a Saviour, for to give 
repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins. 32 
And we are his witnesses of these things; and so 
is also the Holy Ghost, whom God hath given to 

them that obey him.



Satan told them that in order to maintain their 
authority, they must put Jesus to death. This 

counsel they followed. The fact that they might 
lose the power they then exercised, was, they 
thought, sufficient reason for coming to some 

decision. With the exception of a few who dared 
not speak their minds, the Sanhedrin received 
the words of Caiaphas as the words of God. 

(The Desire of Ages, p. 541.1a)



Relief came to the council; the discord ceased. They 
resolved to put Christ to death at the first favorable 
opportunity. In rejecting the proof of the divinity of 

Jesus, these priests and rulers had locked themselves 
in impenetrable darkness. They had come wholly under 
the sway of Satan, to be hurried by him over the brink 
of eternal ruin. Yet such was their deception that they 
were well pleased with themselves. They regarded 

themselves as patriots, who were seeking the nation's 
salvation. (The Desire of Ages, p. 541.1b)



. . . could stand erect and fearless in the presence of 
earthly monarchs, because he had bowed low before 

the King of kings. (The Desire of Ages, p. 103.3)



2 Corinthians 3:5 (KJV) — 5 Not that we are sufficient 
of ourselves to think any thing as of ourselves; but our 

sufficiency is of God;



John 15:5 (KJV) — 5 I am the vine, ye are the 
branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, 
the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without 

me ye can do nothing.



Philippians 4:13 (KJV) — 13 I can do all things 
through Christ which strengtheneth me.



Daniel 9:24 (KJV) — 24 Seventy weeks are 
determined upon thy people and upon thy holy 
city, to finish the transgression, and to make an 

end of sins, and to make reconciliation for 
iniquity, and to bring in everlasting 

righteousness, and to seal up the vision and 
prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy.



Revelation 14:6, 7 (KJV) — 6 And I saw another 
angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the 
everlasting gospel to preach unto them that 
dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and 

kindred, and tongue, and people, 7 Saying with 
a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him; 

for the hour of his judgment is come: and 
worship him that made heaven, and earth, and 

the sea, and the fountains of waters.



Revelation 14:8 (KJV) — 8 And there followed 
another angel, saying, Babylon is fallen, is 
fallen, that great city, because she made all 
nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her 

fornication.



1 John 2:22–23 (KJV) — 22 Who is a liar but he 
that denieth that Jesus is the Christ? He is 

antichrist, that denieth the Father and the Son. 
23 Whosoever denieth the Son, the same hath 
not the Father: (but) he that acknowledgeth the 

Son hath the Father also.



Revelation 14:9, 10 (KJV) — 9 And the third angel 
followed them, saying with a loud voice, If any man 
worship the beast and his image, and receive his 
mark in his forehead, or in his hand, 10 The same 
shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is 

poured out without mixture into the cup of his 
indignation; and he shall be tormented with fire and 
brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, and 

in the presence of the Lamb:



Revelation 14:11, 12 (KJV) — 11 And the smoke of 
their torment ascendeth up for ever and ever: and 
they have no rest day nor night, who worship the 

beast and his image, and whosoever receiveth the 
mark of his name. 12 Here is the patience of the 

saints: here are they that keep the commandments 
of God, and the faith of Jesus.



The Lord abhors indifference and disloyalty in a time of crisis 
in His work. The whole universe is watching with 

inexpressible interest the closing scenes of the great 
controversy between good and evil. The people of God are 

nearing the borders of the eternal world; what can be of 
more importance to them than that they be loyal to the God 

of heaven? All through the ages, God has had moral heroes, 
and He has them now—those who, like Joseph and Elijah 
and Daniel, are not ashamed to acknowledge themselves 

His peculiar people. (Prophets and Kings, p. 148.1a)



His special blessing accompanies the labors of men of action, 
men who will not be swerved from the straight line of duty, 

but who with divine energy will inquire, “Who is on the Lord’s 
side?” (Exodus 32:26), men who will not stop merely with the 

inquiry, but who will demand that those who choose to 
identify themselves with the people of God shall step forward 
and reveal unmistakably their allegiance to the King of kings 

and Lord of lords. (Prophets and Kings, p. 148.1b)



Such men make their wills and plans subordinate to the law of 
God. For love of Him they count not their lives dear unto 

themselves. Their work is to catch the light from the Word 
and let it shine forth to the world in clear, steady rays. Fidelity 

to God is their motto. (Prophets and Kings, p. 148.1c)



The End


