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– PP 153.3

Abraham’s great act of faith stands like a pillar of 
light, illuminating the pathway of God’s servants 
in all succeeding ages. Abraham did not seek to 

excuse himself from doing the will of God. During 
that three days’ journey he had suffi









2



– PP 153.4

“Abraham believed God, and it was imputed unto 
him for righteousness: and he was called the friend 
of God.” James 2:23. And Paul says, “They which 

are of faith, the same are the children of Abraham.” 
Galatians 3:7. But Abraham’s faith was made 

manifest by his works. “Was not Abraham our father 
justifi
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– 4LtMs, Ms 19, 1886, par. 18

What should we do if it were not for these 
representative men that are presented before us, and 
the dealing of God with them? Our lines are not to 

be always cast in pleasant places. We shall be 
brought where we shall feel the test and proof of 

God. If we could know the history of everyone that 
is here in this house today, there would be some 

valuable experiences brought out where they 
followed the leadings of God irrespective of 

inclination. The God of heaven will test us to see if 
we appreciate the favor of God and believe His 
promises and will rely upon them irrespective of 

consequences.
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Why this test of 
faith?

5



6

It was to impress Abraham’s mind with the reality 
of the gospel, as well as to test his faith, that God 
commanded him to slay his son. The agony which 

he endured during the dark days of that fearful 
trial was permitted that he might understand from 
his own experience something of the greatness of 
the sacrififi
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The angels who witnessed the humiliation and soul 
anguish of the Son of God were not permitted to 
interpose, as in the case of Isaac. There was no 

voice to cry, “It is enough.” To save the fallen race, 
the King of glory yielded up His life. What 
stronger proof can be given of the infi









8

The sacrifi
fi



fi
fi

















• To impress Abraham’s mind with the reality of the 
gospel

• To test his faith

• To understand something of the greatness of the 
sacrifi
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• To benefi

• For the instruction of the sinless intelligences of 
heaven and of other worlds

• To prove his loyalty before all heaven

• To demonstrate that nothing less than perfect 
obedience can be accepted

• To open more fully before sinless intelligences the 
plan of salvation 
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The Consequences
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• All heaven beheld with wonder and admiration 
Abraham’s unfaltering obedience.

• All heaven applauded his fi

• Satan’s accusations were shown to be false.

• Showed that obedience will be rewarded

• Angels understood more clearly the wonderful 
provision that God had made for man’s salvation.
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The Final Test
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• The believer has a fi

fi



• The close of probation has a fi




fi
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• Saul had a fi




fi
fi
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• The Jewish leaders had a fi


fi
fi
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• Peter had a fi


fi
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• The great controversy and God’s people have a 
fifi
fi

fifl



• The world has a fifi
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• The Sabbath is the fi


fi
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Angels Are Watching
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• Day by day God works with him, perfecting the 
character that is to stand in the time of fi
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True Love
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Isaac had been trained in the fear of God to 
a life of obedience. And when he was forty 
years old, he submitted to have the God-
fearing, experienced servant of his father 

choose for him. He believed that God 
would direct in regard to his obtaining a 

wife. (1SP 104.2)
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If there is any subject which should be 
carefully considered and in which the 
counsel of older and more experienced 

persons should be sought, it is the subject 
of marriage; if ever the Bible was needed as 
a counselor, if ever divine guidance should 

be sought in prayer, it is before taking a 
step that binds persons together for life. 

(PP 175.4)
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The course which Abraham pursued in the education of 
Isaac, that caused him to love a life of noble obedience, is 
recorded for the benefi
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Children now from fi
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What a contrast between the course of Isaac and that 
pursued by the youth of our time, even among professed 

Christians! Young people too often feel that the bestowal of 
their affections is a matter in which self alone should be 
consulted,—a matter that neither God nor their parents 

should in any wise control. Long before they have reached 
manhood or womanhood, they think themselves competent 
to make their own choice, without the aid of their parents. 
A few years of married life are usually suffi
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True love is a high and holy principle, 
altogether different in character from that 
love which is awakened by impulse and 

which suddenly dies when severely tested.
(PP 176.3) 



Jacob and Esau
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God knows the end from the beginning. He knew, 
before the birth of Jacob and Esau, just what 

characters they would both develop. He knew that 
Esau would not have a heart to obey him. He 

answered the troubled prayer of Rebekah, and 
informed her that she would have two children, and 

the elder should serve the younger. He presented 
the future history of her two sons before her, that 

they would be two nations, the one greater than the 
other, and the elder should serve the younger. The 
fi






• Isaac loved Esau better than Jacob, because Esau provided 
him venison. He was pleased with his bold, courageous spirit 
manifested in hunting wild beasts

• Jacob was the favorite son of his mother, because his 
disposition was mild, and better calculated to make his 
mother happy. Jacob was the favorite son of his mother, 
because his disposition was mild, and better calculated to 
make his mother happy. 

• Jacob had learned from his mother what God had taught her, 
that the elder should serve the younger, and his youthful 
reasoning led him to conclude that this promise could not be 
fulfi
fi
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• Esau took two idolatrous wives.

• Rebekah persuaded Jacob to deceive his father. 
Instead of trusting in God, the disposer of events, 
she manifested her lack of faith by persuading 
Jacob to deceive his father. 
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• Jacob’s course in this was not approbated by God. Rebekah and Jacob 
should have waited for God to bring about his own purposes, in his 
own way, and in his own time, instead of trying to bring about the 
foretold events by the aid of deception.

• If Esau had received the blessing of his father, which was bestowed 
upon the fi
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The circumstances of Esau’s selling his birthright represent the 
unrighteous, who consider the redemption purchased for them by 

Christ of little value, and sacrifi

fi

fi




fi


fi


fifl
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Especially will the corrupt passions control the mind of those who 
value Heaven of so little worth. Health will be sacrifi
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Jacob and Esau represent two classes; Jacob the righteous, 
and Esau the wicked. Jacob’s distress when he learned that 

Esau was marching against him with four hundred men, 
represents the trouble of the righteous as the decree goes 
forth to put them to death, just before the coming of the 

Lord. As the wicked gather about them they will be fi
















