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IN RELIGION



                                                           
INDIVIDUALITY

NOUN: Separation or distinct existence, a state of oneness
IN

RELIGION: is a state of being exempt from the domination of 
others, or restricting circumstance. In ethics and philosophy, 

the power in any rational agent to make his choices and decide 
his conduct for himself, spontaneously and voluntarily in 

accordance with reason or motive



                                                           
Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, 
To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to 

keep himself unspotted from the world.
JAMES 1:27 



                                                           

Religious liberty, therefore is man's exemption from the 
domination of others or restricting circumstances: man's 
freedom to make his choices and decide his conduct for 
himself, spontaneious and voluntarily; in his duty to his 

Creator, and in the manner of discharging that duty.



                                                           

Joshua 25:15
And if it seem evil unto you to serve the LORD, choose you 
this day whom ye will serve; whether the gods which your 
fathers served that were on the other side of the flood, or the 
gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but as for me 
and my house, we will serve the LORD.



                                                           

Rev. 4:11 Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and 
honour and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy 

pleasure they are and were created.



                                                           

GEN.1:26
And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let 
them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and 
over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that 
creepeth upon the earth.

27. So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he 
him; male and female created he them.

28. And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and 
multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the 
fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that 
moveth upon the earth.



                                                           

DEU. 6:4-6
Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD:

5. And thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all 
thy soul, and with all thy might.

6. And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart:  
note.
All there is of any soul is first due to GOD. Because it all came from GOD. 
THEREFORE, IS THE FIRST OF ALL COMMANDMENTS, NOT 
BECAUSE IT  IS THE FIRST ONE THAT WAS EVER GIVEN BY 
SPOKEN WORD OR THAT WAS WRITTEN OUT; BUT BECAUSE IT IS 
THE FIRST THAT COULD POSSIBLY BE. FIRST PRINCIPLE



                                                           
Accordingly when the Lord created whatever creature, angel or man, in 
order that that creature should be happy in the service of God, and in order 
that there should be virtue in rendering service or worship to God, He  
created him free to choose to do so. And this is individuality, and the divine 
right of it.
God created man free. When man by sin was separated and lost from that 
freedom, Christ came to restore him fully to it. the way of God and of Christ, 
therefore, is the way of liberty. And the work of god through Christ with 
mankind in the whole history of the world has been to make plain this way 
and give to man the absolute assurance “soul liberty” the only true  liberty. 



                                                           
DANIEL 3:1
1. Nebuchadnezzar the king made an image of gold, whose height was 
threescore cubits, and the breadth thereof six cubits: he set it up in the plain 
of Dura, in the province of Babylon.

2. Then Nebuchadnezzar the king sent to gather together the princes, the 
governors, and the captains, the judges, the treasurers, the counsellors, the 
sheriffs, and all the rulers of the provinces, to come to the dedication of the 
image which Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up. 



                                                           
3. Then the princes, the governors, and captains, the judges, the treasurers, 
the counsellors, the sheriffs, and all the rulers of the provinces, were 
gathered together unto the dedication of the image that Nebuchadnezzar the 
king had set up; and they stood before the image that Nebuchadnezzar had 
set up.

4. Then an herald cried aloud, To you it is commanded, O people, nations, 
and languages,

5. That at what time ye hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, 
psaltery, dulcimer, and all kinds of musick, ye fall down and worship the 
golden image that Nebuchadnezzar the king hath set up:



                                                           
6. And whoso falleth not down and worshippeth shall the same hour be cast 
into the midst of a burning fiery furnace.

7. Therefore at that time, when all the people heard the sound of the cornet, 
flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and all kinds of musick, all the people, the 
nations, and the languages, fell down and worshipped the golden image that 
Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up.

8. Wherefore at that time certain Chaldeans came near, and accused the 
Jews.



                                                           

9. They spake and said to the king Nebuchadnezzar, O king, live for ever.

10Thou, O king, hast made a decree, that every man that shall hear the 
sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and dulcimer, and all 
kinds of musick, shall fall down and worship the golden image:

11And whoso falleth not down and worshippeth, that he should be cast 
into the midst of a burning fiery furnace.



                                                           
12. There are certain Jews whom thou hast set over the affairs of the 
province of Babylon, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego; these men, O 
king, have not regarded thee: they serve not thy gods, nor worship the 
golden image which thou hast set up.

13. Then Nebuchadnezzar in his rage and fury commanded to bring 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. Then they brought these men before the 
king.

14. Nebuchadnezzar spake and said unto them, Is it true, O Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego, do not ye serve my gods, nor worship the golden 
image which I have set up?



                                                           

15. Now if ye be ready that at what time ye hear the sound of the cornet, 
flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and dulcimer, and all kinds of musick, ye fall 
down and worship the image which I have made; well: but if ye worship not, 
ye shall be cast the same hour into the midst of a burning fiery furnace; and 
who is that God that shall deliver you out of my hands?



                                                           
16. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, answered and said to the king, O 
Nebuchadnezzar, we are not careful to answer thee in this matter.

17. If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning 
fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of thine hand, O king.

18. But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy gods, 
nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up.



                                                           
DANIEL 2:37,38
37. Thou, O king, art a king of kings: for the God of heaven hath given thee 
a kingdom, power, and strength, and glory.

38. And wheresoever the children of men dwell, the beasts of the field and 
the fowls of the heaven hath he given into thine hand, and hath made thee 
ruler over them all. Thou art this head of gold.



                                                           
19. Then was Nebuchadnezzar full of fury, and the form of his visage was 
changed against Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego: therefore he spake, and 
commanded that they should heat the furnace one seven times more than it 
was wont to be heated.

20And he commanded the most mighty men that were in his army to bind 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, and to cast them into the burning fiery 
furnace.

21Then these men were bound in their coats, their hosen, and their hats, and 
their other garments, and were cast into the midst of the burning fiery 
furnace                                              
                                                                                   DAN.3:19



                                                           
22. Therefore because the king's commandment was urgent, and the furnace 
exceeding hot, the flame of the fire slew those men that took up Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego.

23And these three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, fell down 
bound into the midst of the burning fiery furnace.

24Then Nebuchadnezzar the king was astonied, and rose up in haste, and 
spake, and said unto his counsellors, Did not we cast three men bound into 
the midst of the fire? They answered and said unto the king, True, O king.



                                                           

25. He answered and said, Lo, I see four men loose, walking in the midst of 
the fire, and they have no hurt; and the form of the fourth is like the Son of 
God.

26Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the mouth of the burning fiery 
furnace, and spake, and said, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, ye servants 
of the most high God, come forth, and come hither. Then Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego, came forth of the midst of the fire.

27And the princes, governors, and captains, and the king's counsellors, being 
gathered together, saw these men, upon whose bodies the fire had no power, 
nor was an hair of their head singed, neither were their coats changed, nor 
the smell of fire had passed on them.



                                                           

28.Then Nebuchadnezzar spake, and said, Blessed be the God of Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego, who hath sent his angel, and delivered his servants 
that trusted in him, and have changed the king's word, and yielded their 
bodies, that they might not serve nor worship any god, except their own 
God.

29Therefore I make a decree, That every people, nation, and language, 
which speak any thing amiss against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego, shall be cut in pieces, and their houses shall be made a dunghill: 
because there is no other God that can deliver after this sort.

30Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, in the 
province of Babylon.



                                                           

ISA.54:17
No weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper; and every tongue that 
shall rise against thee in judgment thou shalt condemn. This is the heritage 
of the servants of the LORD, and their righteousness is of me, saith the 
LORD.



                                                           

God has not singled out a few men, and left others uncared for. He loves the 
purchase of his blood, and he will not neglect one child and exalt another. 
He will not lift up one, and cast down and oppress and trample upon another. 
Every man has individual rights, and it is for the interest of his fellow-men 
to respect those rights. Any lording it over God's heritage will be charged to 
the man who ventures to exhibit this presumptuous spirit. Those who are 
truly converted, those whose characters are shaped after the divine model, 
will hold the truth in love. It will be far more profitable for men to deal 
rigorously with themselves, rather than to deal rigorously with God's 
purchased possession. Those living in these last days need to have a right 
understanding of many things. We should be careful to treat our fellow-men 
as we would treat Christ in the person of his saints. Let no one ignore the 
rights of another.   1888 material 1375.1



                                                           

The three Hebrew young men did right when they refused to recognize any 
right of autocracy in religion. Daniel did right when he refused to recognize 
any right of civil government of law in religion. The Lord Jesus did right 
when he refused to recognize any right of the church through the civil power 
to make effective her will. The apostles and disciples of the Lord Jesus did 
right when they refused to recognize any right of the church to decide or to 
dictate what they should or should not believe and teach. In each of these 
cases God openly and in mighty miraculous power made perfectly plain to 
all that these individuals were right. By this it is openly demonstrated not 
only that they were right, but that they were divinely right. And in each case 
the story has been written out that all powers and people forever may know 
that sure course is divinely right. And whosoever will stand with God as did 
each of these in his place, can know it. 



                                                           

It is these individuals and such like these, who, in their day and from age to 
age, have kept alive in the world the honor of God, who have kept alive the 
right in the world, who have kept alive integrity and true manliness in 
mankind, yea, it is just these and such as the blessed individuals who have 
kept the world itself alive. 

It is not autocracies, nor governments of law, nor yet is it even churches as 
such, that have maintained the honor of God, that have held true to the right, 
and that have preserved the integrity of man. For all history with one voice 
testifies that all these have done all that they could to undermine and break 
down the integrity of man, to obliterate the right, and to shut out God from 
his own place in men and in the world. 



                                                           

No, it is not these, but the blessed INDIVIDUAL with God and in God; it is 
those who have known and maintained the divine right of individuality in 
religion, it is the Daniels, the Christ, the Paul, the Wycliffes, the Luthers, 
who have have [sic.] stood alone in the world and in the church, and against 
both the church and the world—it is THESE, who have maintained the 
honor of God, who have kept alive the knowledge of God, of the right and of 
the true, and so have kept alive the world. 



                                                           

And now, and for the time to come—when there is being pushed forward 
among the churches and urged upon the world, denominational, national, 
international, and world FEDERATION in religion and of religion; when all 
this is aimed expressly to the one end of asserting by autocracies, by 
governmental law, by churches allied with and in control of civil power, by 
churches of themselves; when all these shall work at once and together to the 
assertion and exercise of absolute authority in religion—in view of all this, 
just now, as never before, it is essential to know, to proclaim, and to 
maintain,— 

The Divine Right of Individuality in Religion, and Religious Liberty 
Complete.   MEDICAL MISSIONARY VOL 17  FEB.19,1908 p.149.1-
150.1



                                                           THE END
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