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At the first advent of Christ, darkness, covered the earth, 
and gross darkness the people. Light and truth seemed to 
have departed from among men, and Satan appeared to 

reign in undisputed power. Rival sects existed, and 
among those who professed to be the servants of God 

were displayed love of preeminence and strife for power 
and position. Souls who were desirous of light were filled 
with perplexity and sorrow. Many were sighing, “What is 
truth?” Ignorance prevailed, but many were looking for 
something better, looking for light that would illuminate 

the moral darkness of the world. They were thirsting for a 
knowledge of the living God, for some assurance of a life 

beyond the tomb. (ST January 20, 1890, par. 1)



The Sermon on the Mount

Blessed are the poor in spirit—As 
something strange and new, these 
words fall upon the ears of the 
wondering multitude. Such teaching is 
contrary to all they have ever heard 
from priest or rabbi. (MB 6.1)

Theirs is the kingdom of heaven—This 
kingdom is not, as Christ's hearers had 
hoped, a temporal and earthly 
dominion. Christ was opening to men 
the spiritual kingdom of His love, His 
grace, His righteousness. (Ibid.)
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Blessed are they that mourn.

The mourning here brought 
to view is true heart sorrow 
for sin. . . . Such mourning 
“shall be comforted.” God 
reveals to us our guilt that 
we may flee to Christ, and 
through Him be set free 
from the bondage of sin, 
and rejoice in the liberty of 
the sons of God. (Ibid., pp. 
9, 10)
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The Saviour’s words have a message 
of comfort to those also who are 

suffering affliction or bereavement. 
Our sorrows do not spring out of the 

ground. God “doth not afflict 
willingly nor grieve the children of 
men.” Lamentations 3:33. When He 

permits trials and afflictions, it is “for 
our profit, that we might be partakers 

of His holiness.” Hebrews 12:10. If 
received in faith, the trial that seems 
so bitter and hard to bear will prove a 
blessing. The cruel blow that blights 
the joys of earth will be the means of 

turning our eyes to heaven. How 
many there are who would never have 
known Jesus had not sorrow led them 

to seek comfort in Him! (MB 10.2)
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Blessed are the meek.

Patience and gentleness under wrong 
were not characteristics prized by the 
heathen or by the Jews. The statement 
made by Moses under the inspiration 
of the Holy Spirit, that he was the 
meekest man upon the earth, would 
not have been regarded by the people 
of his time as a commendation; it 
would rather have excited pity or 
contempt. But Jesus places meekness 
among the first qualifications for His 
kingdom. In His own life and 
character the divine beauty of this 
precious grace is revealed. (MB 14.1)

6



When we receive Christ as an abiding 
guest in the soul, the peace of God, 

which passeth all understanding, will 
keep our hearts and minds through 

Christ Jesus. The Saviour’s life on earth, 
though lived in the midst of conflict, 

was a life of peace. While angry 
enemies were constantly pursuing Him, 
He said, “He that sent Me is with Me: 

the Father hath not left Me alone; for I 
do always those things that please 

Him.” John 8:29. No storm of human or 
satanic wrath could disturb the calm of 

that perfect communion with God. 
And He says to us, “Peace I leave with 
you, My peace I give unto you.” “Take 

My yoke upon you, and learn of Me; for 
I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye 
shall find rest.” John 14:27; Matthew 

11:29. (MB 15.2)
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Blessed are they which do hunger 
and thirst after righteousness.

Righteousness is holiness, likeness 
to God, and “God is love.” 1 John 
4:16. It is conformity to the law of 
God, for “all Thy commandments 
are righteousness” (Psalm 
119:172), and “love is the fulfilling 
of the law” (Romans 13:10). 
Righteousness is love, and love is 
the light and the life of God. The 
righteousness of God is embodied 
in Christ. We receive 
righteousness by receiving Him. 
(MB 18.1)
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Blessed are the merciful: for they 
shall obtain mercy.

God is Himself the source of all mercy. His 
name is “merciful and gracious.” Exodus 
34:6. He does not treat us according to our 
desert. He does not ask if we are worthy of 
His love, but He pours upon us the riches 
of His love, to make us worthy. He is not 
vindictive. He seeks not to punish, but to 
redeem. Even the severity which He 
manifests through His providences is 
manifested for the salvation of the 
wayward. He yearns with intense desire to 
relieve the woes of men and to apply His 
balsam to their wounds. It is true that God 
“will by no means clear the guilty” 
(Exodus 34:7), but He would take away the 
guilt. (MB 22.1)
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Blessed are the pure in heart.

Into the city of God there will 
enter nothing that defiles. All 
who are to be dwellers there 
will here have become pure in 
heart. In one who is learning of 
Jesus, there will be manifest a 
growing distaste for careless 
manners, unseemly language, 
and coarse thought. When 
Christ abides in the heart, there 
will be purity and refinement of 
thought and manner. (MB 24.3)
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Blessed are the pure in heart.

But the words of Jesus, 
“Blessed are the pure in heart,” 
have a deeper meaning—not 
merely pure in the sense in 
which the world understands 
purity, free from that which is 
sensual, pure from lust, but 
true in the hidden purposes 
and motives of the soul, free 
from pride and self-seeking, 
humble, unselfish, childlike. 
(MB 25.1)
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Blessed are the pure in heart.

Only like can appreciate 
like. Unless you accept in 
your own life the 
principle of self-
sacrificing love, which is 
the principle of His 
character, you cannot 
know God.
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Blessed are the peacemakers.
The grace of Christ received into the 
heart, subdues enmity; it allays strife 
and fills the soul with love. He who 
is at peace with God and his fellow 
men cannot be made miserable. 
Envy will not be in his heart; evil 
surmisings will find no room there; 
hatred cannot exist. The heart that is 
in harmony with God is a partaker of 
the peace of heaven and will diffuse 
its blessed influence on all around. 
The spirit of peace will rest like dew 
upon hearts weary and troubled 
with worldly strife. (MB 27.3)
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Blessed are they which are 
persecuted for righteousness’ sake.

He who came to redeem the lost world was 
opposed by the united forces of the 
adversaries of God and man. In an 
unpitying confederacy, evil men and evil 
angels arrayed themselves against the 
Prince of Peace. Though His every word 
and act breathed of divine compassion, His 
unlikeness to the world provoked the 
bitterest hostility. Because He would give 
no license for the exercise of the evil 
passions of our nature, He aroused the 
fiercest opposition and enmity. So it is with 
all who will live godly in Christ Jesus. 
Between righteousness and sin, love and 
hatred, truth and falsehood, there is an 
irrepressible conflict. ( MB 29.2)
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Blessed are ye, when men shall 
revile you.

While slander may blacken the reputation, it 
cannot stain the character. That is in God's 
keeping. So long as we do not consent to sin, 
there is no power, whether human or satanic, 
that can bring a stain upon the soul. A man 
whose heart is stayed upon God is just the 
same in the hour of his most afflicting trials 
and most discouraging surroundings as when 
he was in prosperity, when the light and favor 
of God seemed to be upon him. His words, his 
motives, his actions, may be misrepresented 
and falsified, but he does not mind it, because 
he has greater interests at stake. Like Moses, 
he endures as “seeing Him who is invisible” 
(Hebrews 11:27); looking “not at the things 
which are seen, but at the things which are not 
seen” (2 Corinthians 4:18). (MB 32.2)
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