
 Setting Your House in Order 



Luke 12:16–20 (KJV) — 16 And he spake a parable unto them, 
saying, The ground of a certain rich man brought forth plentifully: 

17 And he thought within himself, saying, What shall I do, 
because I have no room where to bestow my fruits? 18 And he 
said, This will I do: I will pull down my barns, and build greater; 
and there will I bestow all my fruits and my goods. 19 And I will 
say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many 

years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry. 20 But God said 
unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: 

then whose shall those things be, which thou hast provided?



Now I lay me down to sleep, 
I pray the Lord my soul to keep,
If I should die before I wake  
I pray the Lord my soul to take.



Matthew 24:44 (KJV) — 44 Therefore be ye also ready: for in 
such an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh.



Matthew 24:36–39 (KJV) — 36 But of that day and hour knoweth 
no man, no, not the angels of heaven, but my Father only. 37 But 
as the days of Noe were, so shall also the coming of the Son of 
man be. 38 For as in the days that were before the flood they 

were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until 
the day that Noe entered into the ark, 39 And knew not until the 
flood came, and took them all away; so shall also the coming of 

the Son of man be,



Matthew 24:42, 43 (KJV) — 42 Watch therefore: for ye know not 
what hour your Lord doth come. 43 But know this, that if the 

goodman of the house had known in what watch the thief would 
come, he would have watched, and would not have suffered his 

house to be broken up.



Revelation 3:3 (KJV) — 3 Remember therefore how thou hast 
received and heard, and hold fast, and repent. If therefore thou 
shalt not watch, I will come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not 

know what hour I will come upon thee



2 Peter 3:10 (KJV) — 10 But the day of the Lord will come as a 
thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a 

great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the 
earth also and the  works that are therein shall be burned up.



Revelation 16:15 (KJV)— 15 Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed 
is he that watcheth, and keepeth his garments, lest he walk 

naked, and they see his shame.



Luke 21:34 (KJV) — 34 And take heed to yourselves, 
lest at any time your hearts be overcharged with 

surfeiting, and drunkenness, and cares of this life, and so 
that day come upon you unawares.



Unawares = αἰφνίδιος (aiphnidios)

pertaining to an extremely short period of time between a 
previous state or event and a subsequent state or event
—‘suddenly, at once, immediately. (Louw – Nida, Greek-

English Lexicon of the New Testament based on 
Semantic Domains, vol. 1, p. 463)



2 Samuel 17:23 (KJV) — 23 And when Ahithophel saw 
that his counsel was not followed, he saddled his ass, 
and arose, and gat him home to his house, to his city, 

and put his household in order, and hanged himself, and 
died, and was buried in the sepulchre of his father.



2 Kings 20:1–3 (KJV) — 1 In those days was Hezekiah 
sick unto death. And the prophet Isaiah the son of Amoz 
came to him, and said unto him, Thus saith the LORD, 

Set thine house in order; for thou shalt die, and not live. 
2 Then he turned his face to the wall, and prayed unto 

the LORD, saying, 3 I beseech thee, O LORD, remember 
now how I have walked before thee in truth and with a 
perfect heart, and have done that which is good in thy 

sight. And Hezekiah wept sore.



2 Chronicles 32:24, 25 (KJV) — 24 In those days Hezekiah 
was sick to the death, and prayed unto the LORD: and he 
spake unto him, and he gave him a sign. 25 But Hezekiah 
rendered not again according to the benefit done unto him; 
for his heart was lifted up: therefore there was wrath upon 

him, and upon Judah and Jerusalem.



2 Corinthians 6:2 (KJV) — 2 (For he saith, I have heard 
thee in a time accepted, and in the day of salvation have I 
succoured thee: behold, now is the accepted time; behold, 

now is the day of salvation.)



Many who should set their house in order neglect to do it 
when they have hope that they will be raised to health in 

answer to prayer. Buoyed up by a false hope, they do not feel 
the need of giving words of exhortation and counsel to their 

children, parents, or friends, and it is a great misfortune. 
(Counsels on Health, p. 376.2a)



Accepting the assurance that they would be healed when 
prayed for, they dare not make a reference as to how their 

property shall be disposed of, how their family is to be cared 
for, or express any wish concerning matters of which they 

would speak if they thought they would be removed by death. 
In this way disasters are brought upon the family and friends, 

for many things that should be understood are left 
unmentioned because they fear expression on these points 

would be denial of their faith. (Counsels on Health, p. 376.2b)



I was shown that you have a work to do to set your house in 
order. Brother L, you have not properly represented the truth; 
you have loved the truth, but it has not had that sanctifying 

influence upon your life which it must have if you would be fitted 
for the society of heavenly angels in the kingdom of glory. You 

are a rough stick and need much hewing and need to remain in 
the workshop of God until the rough edges are removed, the 
uneven surface made smooth, and you are pronounced fit for 

the building. (Testimonies for the Church, vol. 2, p. 78.1)



You should be careful not to introduce the subjects of present truth 
everywhere. You can do more in living the truth than in talking it to 

others. You can do very much by example. You need to be very 
circumspect in your business transactions, to carry out in them the 

principles of your faith. Be faithful in deal, thorough in labor, ever bearing 
in mind that it is not your employer's eye alone that is to inspect your 
work, but that the eye of God is upon all the transactions of your life. 
Angels of God are viewing your work, and it should be a part of your 

religion to have every piece of work marked with truth and faithfulness. 
“He that is faithful in that which is least is faithful also in much: and he 

that is unjust in the least is unjust also in much.” God wants to make you 
right, holy, and true. (Testimonies for the Church, vol, 2, p. 78.2)



You do not speak wisely and judiciously to your wife and 
children. You should cultivate kindness and gentleness. Your 
children have not had the best influence and example before 
them. They should not control you, but you them, not harshly, 

not overbearingly, but with firmness and steadiness of purpose. 
(Testimonies for the Church, vol, 2, p. 78.3)



You have a work to do to set your house in order. Pure, sinless 
angels cannot delight to come into a dwelling where so much 

iniquity is practiced. You are asleep at your post. Things of 
minor importance have occupied your minds to the exclusion of 
more weighty matters. It should be the first business of your life 
to seek the kingdom of heaven and its righteousness; then you 
have the promise that all things shall be added. Here is where 

you have failed in your family. Had you been agonizing that you 
and yours might enter in at the strait gate, you would have 

earnestly gathered every ray of light that the Lord has permitted 
to shine upon your pathway, and would have cherished and 
walked in it. (Testimonies for the Church, vol. 2, p. 399.1)



Here is a work for families to engage in before coming up to 
our holy convocations. Let the preparation for eating and 

dressing be a secondary matter, but let deep heart searching 
commence at home. Pray three times a day, and, like Jacob, 
be importunate. At home is the place to find Jesus; then take 

Him with you to the meeting, and how precious will be the 
hours you spend there. But how can you expect to feel the 

presence of the Lord and see His power displayed when the 
individual work of preparation for that time is neglected? 

(Testimonies for the Church, vol. 5, p. 164.3)



For your soul’s sake, for Christ’s sake, and for the sake of others, 
work at home. Pray as you are not accustomed to pray. Let the 
heart break before God. Set your house in order. Prepare your 
children for the occasion. Teach them that it is not of so much 

consequence that they appear with fine clothes as that they appear 
before God with clean hands and pure hearts. Remove every 

obstacle that may have been in their way,—all differences that may 
have existed among themselves or between you and them. By so 
doing you will invite the Lord’s presence into your homes, and holy 
angels will attend you as you go up to the meeting, and their light 

and presence will press back the darkness of evil angels. 
(Testimonies for the Church, vol. 5, p. 164.4a)



Even unbelievers will feel the holy atmosphere as they enter 
the encampment. Oh, how much is lost by neglecting this 

important work! You may be pleased with the preaching, you 
may become animated and revived, but the converting, 

reforming power of God will not be felt in the heart, and the 
work will not be so deep, thorough, and lasting as it should 

be. Let pride be crucified and the soul be clad with the 
priceless robe of Christ's righteousness, and what a meeting 

will you enjoy. It will be to your soul even as the gate of 
heaven. (Testimonies for the Church, vol. 5, p. 164.4b)



Wills should be made in a manner to stand the test of law. After 
they are drawn they may remain for years and do no harm, if 

donations continue to be made from time to time as the cause 
has need. Death will not come one day sooner, brethren, 

because you have made your will. In disposing of your property 
by will to your relatives, be sure that you do not forget God's 

cause. You are His agents, holding His property; and His claims 
should have your first consideration. Your wife and children, of 

course, should not be left destitute; provision should be made for 
them if they are needy. But do not, simply because it is 

customary, bring into your will a long line of relatives who are not 
needy. (Testimonies for the Church, vol. 4, p. 482.3)


