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Revelation 2:10 (KJV) — 10 Fear none of those things which thou 
shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall cast some of you into prison, that 

ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days: be thou 
faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life.



Revelation 6:8 (KJV) — 8 And I looked, and behold a pale horse: 
and his name that sat on him was Death, and Hell followed with him. 
And power was given unto them over the fourth part of the earth, to 
kill with sword, and with hunger, and with death, and with the beasts 

of the earth.



Revelation 6:9 (KJV) — 9 And when he had opened the fifth seal, I 
saw under the altar the souls of them that were slain for the word of 

God, and for the testimony which they held:



Revelation 16:18 (KJV) — 18 And there were voices, and thunders, 
and lightnings; and there was a great earthquake, such as was not 

since men were upon the earth, so mighty an earthquake, and so great.







Matthew 24:6–9 (KJV) — 6 And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of 
wars: see that ye be not troubled: for all these things must come to 

pass, but the end is not yet. 7 For nation shall rise against nation, and 
kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be famines, and pestilences, 

and earthquakes, in divers places. 8 All these are the beginning of 
sorrows. 9 Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall kill 

you: and ye shall be hated of all nations for my name’s sake.



Matthew 24:19 (KJV) — 19 And woe unto them that are with child, and 
to them that give suck in those days!



Matthew 24:21 (KJV) — 21 For then shall be great tribulation, 
such as was not since the beginning of the world to this time, 

no, nor ever shall be.



tribulation = θλῖψις (thlipsis)



Dear ____,

I checked the database of Mrs. White’s published writings, and the 
only reference was the title of the chapter in Last Day Events, to 
which you already referred. The passage from Early Writings 
which it quotes seems to give the basis for the expression, but it 
doesn’t actually use it. Interesting! The term “little time of trouble” 
was in wide circulation long before Last Day Events was 
published just a few years ago. But apparently the expression 
does not trace back to Mrs. White’s own writings.



That’s about all I have found up to now. If you come up with 
something more, I’d be grateful if you shared it here. Thank you 
for writing, . . . God bless!

-------- William Fagal, Director Ellen G. White Estate Branch Office 
Andrews University Berrien Springs, MI 49104 (July 28, 2000)



Daniel 12:1 (KJV) — 1 And at that time shall Michael stand up, the 
great prince which standeth for the children of thy people: and there 

shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation 
even to that same time: and at that time thy people shall be delivered, 

every one that shall be found written in the book.



When this time of trouble comes, every case is decided; there is no 
longer probation, no longer mercy for the impenitent. (Ellen White, 

Testimonies for the Church, vol. 5, p. 212.5)



Jeremiah 30:5–7 (KJV) — 5 For thus saith the LORD; We have heard 
a voice of trembling, of fear, and not of peace. 6 Ask ye now, and see 
whether a man doth travail with child? wherefore do I see every man 
with his hands on his loins, as a woman in travail, and all faces are 

turned into paleness? 7 Alas! for that day is great, so that none is like it: 
it is even the time of Jacob’s trouble; but he shall be saved out of it.



When Christ shall cease His work as mediator in man’s behalf, then this time 
of trouble will begin. Then the case of every soul will have been decided, 

and there will be no atoning blood to cleanse from sin. When Jesus leaves 
His position as man's intercessor before God, the solemn announcement is 
made, “He that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and he which is filthy, let him 
be filthy still: and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still: and he that is 

holy, let him be holy still.” Revelation 22:11. Then the restraining Spirit of 
God is withdrawn from the earth. As Jacob was threatened with death by his 
angry brother, so the people of God will be in peril from the wicked who are 

seeking to destroy them. And as the patriarch wrestled all night for 
deliverance from the hand of Esau, so the righteous will cry to God day and 

night for deliverance from the enemies that surround them. (Ellen White, 
Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 201.2)



As Satan influenced Esau to march against Jacob, so he will stir up the 
wicked to destroy God's people in the time of trouble. And as he accused 

Jacob, he will urge his accusations against the people of God. He numbers 
the world as his subjects; but the little company who keep the 

commandments of God are resisting his supremacy. If he could blot them 
from the earth, his triumph would be complete. He sees that holy angels are 

guarding them, and he infers that their sins have been pardoned; but he 
does not know that their cases have been decided in the sanctuary above. 

(Ellen White, The Great Controversy, p. 618.2a)



He has an accurate knowledge of the sins which he has tempted them to 
commit, and he presents these before God in the most exaggerated light, 

representing this people to be just as deserving as himself of exclusion from 
the favor of God. He declares that the Lord cannot in justice forgive their 
sins and yet destroy him and his angels. He claims them as his prey and 
demands that they be given into his hands to destroy. (Ellen White, The 

Great Controversy, p. 618.2b)
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On page 33 [of Early Writings ] is given the following: “. . . At the 
commencement of the time of trouble, we were filled with the Holy Ghost as 

we went forth and proclaimed the Sabbath more fully.”



This view was given in 1847 when there were but very few of the Advent 
brethren observing the Sabbath, and of these but few supposed that its 

observance was of sufficient importance to draw a line between the people 
of God and unbelievers. Now the fulfilment of that view is beginning to be 
seen. “The commencement of that time of trouble,” here mentioned, does 

not refer to the time when the plagues shall begin to be poured out, but to a 
short period just before they are poured out, while Christ is in the sanctuary. 
At that time, while the work of salvation is closing, trouble will be coming on 

the earth, and the nations will be angry, yet held in check so as not to 
prevent the work of the third angel. (Ellen White, Early Writings, pp. 

85.2-85.3, 1854)



The Protestants of the United States will be foremost in stretching their 
hands across the gulf to grasp the hand of spiritualism; they will reach over 
the abyss to clasp hands with the Roman power; and under the influence of 
this threefold union, this country will follow in the steps of Rome in trampling 

on the rights of conscience. (White, The Great Controversy, p. 588.1)



Those religious bodies who refuse to hear God's messages of warning will 
be under strong deception, and will unite with the civil power to persecute 

the saints. The Protestant churches will unite with the papal power in 
persecuting the commandment-keeping people of God. This is that power 

which constitutes the great system of persecution which will exercise 
spiritual tyranny over the consciences of men. (Ellen White, Manuscript 

Releases, vol. 14, p. 161.4)



There will come a time when, because of our advocacy of 
Bible truth, we shall be treated as traitors. (Ellen White, 

Testimonies for the Church, vol. 6, p. 394.2)



Those who honor the Bible Sabbath will be denounced as 
enemies of law and order, as breaking down the moral 

restraints of society, causing anarchy and corruption, and 
calling down the judgements of God upon the earth. Their 

conscientious scruples will be pronounced obstinacy, 
stubbornness, and contempt of authority. They will be accused 

of disaffection toward the government. (White, The Great 
Controversy, p. 592.1)



In the last great conflict in the controversy with Satan those 
who are loyal to God will see every earthly support cut off. 

Because they refuse to break His law in obedience to earthly 
powers they will be forbidden to buy or sell. (Ellen White, The 

Desire of Ages, p. 121.3)



Revelation 16:4–6 (KJV) — 4 And the third angel poured out 
his vial upon the rivers and fountains of waters; and they 
became blood. 5 And I heard the angel of the waters say, 

Thou art righteous, O Lord, which art, and wast, and shalt be, 
because thou hast judged thus. 6 For they have shed the 

blood of saints and prophets, and thou hast given them blood 
to drink; for they are worthy.



The two armies will stand distinct and separate, and this 
distinction will be so marked that many who shall be convinced of 
the truth will come on the side of God's commandment-keeping 
people. When this grand work is to take place in the battle, prior 

to the last closing conflict, many will be imprisoned, many will flee 
for their lives from cities and towns, and many will be martyrs for 
Christ's sake in standing in defense of the truth.... You will not be 
tempted above what you are able to bear. Jesus bore all this and 

far more.... (Ellen White, Selected Messages, bk, 3, p. 397.4)



Isaiah 33:16 (KJV) — 16 He shall dwell on high: his place of 
defence shall be the munitions of rocks: bread shall be given him; 

his waters shall be sure.



Psalm 27:5 (KJV) — 5 For in the time of trouble he shall hide me 
in his pavilion: in the secret of his tabernacle shall he hide me; he 

shall set me up upon a rock.



If the blood of Christ’s faithful witnesses were shed at this time, it 
would not, like the blood of the martyrs, be as seed sown to yield 

a harvest for God. Their fidelity would not be a testimony to 
convince others of the truth; for the obdurate heart has beaten 

back the waves of mercy until they return no more. If the 
righteous were now left to fall a prey to their enemies, it would be 

a triumph for the prince of darkness. Says the psalmist: “In the 
time of trouble He shall hide me in His pavilion: in the secret of 

His tabernacle shall He hide me.” Psalm 27:5. Christ has spoken:    



“Come, My people, enter thou into thy chambers, and shut thy doors 
about thee: hide thyself as it were for a little moment, until the 

indignation be overpast. For, behold, the Lord cometh out of His 
place to punish the inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity.” Isaiah 

26:20, 21. Glorious will be the deliverance of those who have 
patiently waited for His coming and whose names are written in the 

book of life. (White, The Great Controversy, p. 634.1)



Jacob’s history is also an assurance that God will not cast off those who have 
been deceived and tempted and betrayed into sin, but who have returned 

unto Him with true repentance. While Satan seeks to destroy this class, God 
will send His angels to comfort and protect them in the time of peril. The 

assaults of Satan are fierce and determined, his delusions are terrible; but the 
Lord's eye is upon His people, and His ear listens to their cries. Their affliction 

is great, the flames of the furnace seem about to consume them; but the 
Refiner will bring them forth as gold tried in the fire. God's love for His 

children during the period of their severest trial is as strong and tender as in 
the days of their sunniest prosperity; but it is needful for them to be placed in 

the furnace of fire; their earthliness must be consumed, that the image of 
Christ may be perfectly reflected. (White, The Great Controversy, p. 621.1)



The season of distress and anguish before us will require a faith that can 
endure weariness, delay, and hunger—a faith that will not faint though 

severely tried. The period of probation is granted to all to prepare for that 
time. Jacob prevailed because he was persevering and determined. His 

victory is an evidence of the power of importunate prayer. All who will lay hold 
of God's promises, as he did, and be as earnest and persevering as he was, 
will succeed as he succeeded. ((White, The Great Controversy, p. 621.2a)



Those who are unwilling to deny self, to agonize before God, to pray 
long and earnestly for His blessing, will not obtain it. Wrestling with 
God—how few know what it is! How few have ever had their souls 
drawn out after God with intensity of desire until every power is on 

the stretch. When waves of despair which no language can express 
sweep over the suppliant, how few cling with unyielding faith to the 

promises of God. (White, The Great Controversy, p. 621.2)



Those who are unwilling to deny self, to agonize before God, to pray 
long and earnestly for His blessing, will not obtain it. Wrestling with 
God—how few know what it is! How few have ever had their souls 
drawn out after God with intensity of desire until every power is on 

the stretch. When waves of despair which no language can express 
sweep over the suppliant, how few cling with unyielding faith to the 

promises of God. (White, The Great Controversy, p. 621.2b)



Those who exercise but little faith now, are in the greatest danger of 
falling under the power of satanic delusions and the decree to compel 
the conscience. And even if they endure the test they will be plunged 
into deeper distress and anguish in the time of trouble, because they 
have never made it a habit to trust in God. The lessons of faith which 

they have neglected they will be forced to learn under a terrible 
pressure of discouragement. (White, The Great Controversy, p. 622.1)



We should now acquaint ourselves with God by proving His promises. 
Angels record every prayer that is earnest and sincere. We should rather 

dispense with selfish gratifications than neglect communion with God. The 
deepest poverty, the greatest self-denial, with His approval, is better than 
riches, honors, ease, and friendship without it. We must take time to pray. 
If we allow our minds to be absorbed by worldly interests, the Lord may 

give us time by removing from us our idols of gold, of houses, or of fertile 
lands. (White, The Great Controversy, p. 622.2)



Finé


