Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for The secret of the @RD is with them that

the old paths, where is the good way, and fear him; and he will shew them his
walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your covenant. Psalm25:14
souls. Jeremiah 6:16
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Prayer Requests

If you weren’t with us at camp meet
ing this year, you missed a ric
spiritual blessing. We ask that yo
pray, with us, that the blessing
received by both young and old wil
deepen through the coming yed}
May we study and pray the more dp
the coming of our Lord and Saviou
draws ever nearer.

Will you also pray for the meet-
ings being planned in the Unite
States, as well as for meeting
planned in Africa and Europe?

We ask for your prayers also fo
Brother Aland Ashton in Peru, Sis
ter Justine in Florida, and Sistg
Valerie in Tennessee, all of whor
continue to experience seriou
health issues, and Granny An
would especially appreciate you
prayers for her nephew, Brian, wh
continues to have many strugglqdp
with his health.
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“For thus saith grdl_Behold, | will extefteperomser
peace to her like ariver, and the glory ﬁﬂﬁaﬁ%’ti]é’s L
like a flowing stream.” (Isaiah 66:12)| “m>roteeet----




T h F . t h f J As part of our landmarks and pillars series, we know that
e al O eS u S “the faith of Jesus” is one of our pillar€punsels to Writers
&nd Editors p. 30), but do we begin to understand what it

Itisamazing to me to hear some people claimthatthey don . 2
means? Letus examine what Inspiration says on the matter.

know what faith is or that they do not have faith in anything
or anyone. In reality, it is amazing how much faith, or trust,g gsics of Faith

we place in people_ f_;md_things, WithOl.Jt giving it mu‘.:hlf we are going to discuss having faith Jesus, faitfon
thought or even reallz_lng- It When,we Qr.|ve an aUtomob'Ie’Jesus, and the faitbf Jesus, it is vital that we understand
for example, we put faith in our car’s ability to take us downf ith. “Faith is trusting God” Education p. 253). We cannot

the highway at great speed and to do so safely, even thoug e God with our eyes, and we cannot hear him with our ears.

our car is only contacting the road with the space of abOL\We cannot feel or touch God. How can we trust someone we

two sheets of letter-size paper. We trust our speedometers([;g‘nnot see, hear, feel, touch, and smell? How can we have

keep our money in our pockets a,md to warn us against danntact with this God to be able to know that he has our best
gerous speed. We trust the car's seatbelts and air bagsimerests in mind and that we can trust him? The answer is

protect us. - . simple. We have contact with God through his word and the
We trust municipal water systems each time we take &ords of his Son

drink in a public building and maybe even worse, we trust the
Coca-Cola company when we drink their bottled water
Dasani and PepsiCo witihquafina

We trust the people at Subway restaurants to wash their ~And when Jesuswas enteredinto Capernaumthere
hands before handling our meal. cameuntohim acenturion beseechingim, And saying,

We trust pilots to correctly know how to fly, to properly ~ Lord, my servantlieth at homesick of the palsy griev-
direct the plane in the air. We trust the navigators to give the ously tormented And Jesussaithunto him, | will come
proper directions. We trust the air traffic controllers to keep andhealhim. Thecenturioranswere@ndsaid,Lord,| am
the planes in the proper places, without colliding. We trust notworthy thatthou shouldestomeundermy roof: but
the maintenance people to know when the jet engines will speakheword only,andmyservantshallbehealed For|
not work properly and how to keep the engines from falling amamanunderauthority havingsoldiersunderme:andl
off the airplane. (It has happened!). Of course, all this adds sayto thisman,Go, andhegoeth andto anotheyCome,
up to our trusting our lives with these people! We show faith andhecomethandto my servantPo this,andhedoethit.
in all of them each time we board an airplane. WhenJesudeardit, he marvelled andsaidto themthat

Now the Bible tells us that the righteous are to hatre*  followed, Verily | sayuntoyou, I havenotfoundsogreat
faith of Jesus” (Revelation 14:12). We are also told to faith, no, notin Israel. (Matthew 8:5-10)

“believeonthe Lord Jesus Christ” (Acts 16:31) and to have  The centurion wanted his servant healed. He expressed his
“faith in Christ Jesus” (Colossians 1:4). What does this alheed to Jesus, who said that he would come to heal him. The
mean? How important is having, and understanding, faith centurion, however, did not believe that Jesus needed to be
Jesus, faitfon Christ, and the faittof Jesus? According to presentto heal him. Jesus would only need to speak the word,
Inspiration these understandings are very important angind his servantwould be healed. As aleader of men, he held a
must be brought into our whole lives. position of authority under the rule of Rome. He knew that if
Thefaith of Jesuss notcomprehendedVe musttalkit, he gave orders, those under his command would follow his
wemustlive it, we mustprayit, andeducatehepeopleto  directions. The centurion recognized that Jesus had come
bring this part of the message into their home life.  from God and came with the authority of God. If Jesus would
(Selected Messagdsk. 3, p. 184) simply speak the word, his servant would be healed.

Jesus gave us a simple illustration of faith in Matthew 8,
Where we read:
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What did the centurion expectto do the healing? Theword | thenaskechowmanypeoplein theroomBELIEVED
of God through Christ. In other words, the centurion was thelaw of the pendulumwastrue. All of my classmates
depending upon and trusting in, or we could say having faith raisedtheirhandssodid theteacherHe startedowalk to
in, Christ's word to heal the servant, and Jesus called this thefront of theroomthinkingtheclasswvasover. In reality

trust in the word faith. In fact, he called it “great faith”!
The Greek word for faith ipistis The verb form of this
word is pisteuowhich we translat®elieve If we have faith

it had just begun.

Hangingfrom the steelceiling beamsn the middle of
theroomwasalarge,crudebutfunctionalpendulum(250

in God, we do not say, | faith in God, but instead, | believe in  poundsof metalweightstiedto four strandf 500-pound

God. Believing is having faith, or is trust in action.

Belief is more than having an intellectual knowledge.

test parachute cord.).
| invited theinstructorto climb uponatableandsitin a

James says, “Thou believest that there is one God; thou doestchairwith thebackof hisheadagainsacementvall. Then
well: the devils also believe, and tremble.” Where there isno | proughtthe 250poundsof metalupto hisnose Holding
dependance upon God's word, there is not true faith. Faith is thehugependulunjustafractionof aninchfrom hisface,

living and is active. “The just ... live by faith” (Romans

1:17), and faith works by love (Galatians 5:6).

When we speakof faith, thereis a distinction that
shouldbe bornein mind. Thereis akind of beliefthatis
wholly distinct from faith. The existenceand power of
God, thetruth of His word, arefactsthatevenSatanand
his hostscannotat heartdeny The Bible saysthat “the
devils also believe,and tremble;” but this is not faith.
Jame®:19.Wheethereis notonlyabeliefin Godsword,
but a submissiorof the will to Him; whele the heartis
yieldedto Him, the affectionsfixed upon Him, there is
faith—faith that works by love and purifies the soul.
Throughthis faith the heartis renewedin the imageof
God.(Sepsto Christ, p.63;all emphasiaddedinlesoth-
erwise noted)

| onceagainexplainedhelaw of thependulumhehadap-
plaudednly momentdefore,‘If thelaw of thependulum
istrue,thenwhenl release¢hismas=f metal,it will swing
acrossheroomandreturnshortof thereleasgoint. Your
nose will be in no dangér

After thatfinal restatemendf thislaw, | lookedhim in
the eye and asked, “Stto you believe this law is true?”

TherewasalongpauseHugebeadof sweaformedon
his upperlip andthenweakly he noddedandwhispered,
“Yes.”

| releasedhependulumIt madeaswishingsoundasit
arcedacrosgheroom.At thefarendof its swing, it paused
momentarilyandstartedback.l neversawamanmoveso
fast in my life. He literally dived from the table.

Deftly steppingaroundthe still-swingingpendulum |

Kevin Dauvis tells of an interesting experiment that he did askedtheclass ‘Doeshebelievein thelaw of the pendu

in college that clearly shows the difference between
believing facts (intellectual knowledge) and living by faith

and trusting what we believe to be truth.

In collegel wasaskedto preparea lessonto teachmy
speecltlass.We wereto be gradedon our creativity and
ability todrivehomeapointin amemorablaevay. Thetitle
of my talk was,“The Law of the Pendulum.”l spent20
minutescarefullyteachinghephysicalprinciplethatgov-
erns a swinging pendulum.

Thelaw of thependulumis: A pendulumcanneverre-
turn to a point higherthanthe point from which it was
releasedBecausef friction andgravity, whenthependu
lum returns,it will fall shortof its original releasepoint.
Eachtimeit swingsit makedessandlessof anarc,until fi-
nally it is at rest. This point of restis calledthe stateof
equilibrium,whereall forcesactingon the pendulumare
equal.

| attached3—footstringto achild’stoytopandsecured
it to thetop of theblackboardwith athumbtackl pulled
the top to one sideand madea mark on the blackboard
wherel let it go. Eachtime it swungbackl madea new
mark.It tooklessthanaminutefor thetopto completsts
swingingandcometo rest.Whenl finishedthe demon
strationthemarkingsontheblackboargrovedmythesis.

lum?”

The studentsunanimouslyanswered;NO!” (Ken Da-
vis, How To SpeakTo Youth, pp. 104-106,quotedfrom,
http://bible.og/illustrationiaw-pedulun)

Beloved, is our faith like that of the speech professor? Do
we believe until we are strongly tested? We must believe in
God'’s word no matter what happens, for while we may have
limited sight, we have confidence in God’s word to fulfill
every jot and tittle in it because God is true, and his word is
powerful (Hebrews 4:12).

The source of all faith is from the Word of God. “Faith
cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God”
(Romans 10:17). Paul, writing to Timothy, told him “that
from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are
able to make thee wise unto salvatihinough faith which is
in Christ Jesus (2 Timothy 3:15). The word of God will
build our faith and teach us what our faith is to be, as well.

Martin Luther, in one of his conflicts with the devil, was
asked by the arch- enemy if he felt his sins forgiven. “No,”
said the great Reformer, “I don't feel that they are forgiven,
but | know they are, because God says so in His Word.” Paul
did not say, “Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt
feel saved”; but, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou
shalt be saved” (Acts 16:31).
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As Christians we believe in God’'s Word, and then we se¢-aith (Believing) in Jesus

the reality of what the Word says. Second Corinthians 5:The Bible speaks of believingn Jesus. Notice these
says, “We walk by faith, not by sight.” The world safksee  examples:

God honors faith! Robert and Mary Moffat labored for ten  herish, but have everlasting life. (John 3:16)

years in what is now called Botswana without one ray of
encouragement to brighten their way. They were not able to
report a single convert. After such a long time, the directors
of their mission board began to question the wisdom of con
tinuing the work. However, the thought of leaving their post
brought great grief to this devoted couple, for they felt sure
that God was in their labors, and that they would see people
turn to Christ in due season. They stayed; and for a year or _ SR : _ : :
two longer, darkness reigned. Thgn on){e day a friend ?;}Eng might be just, andthe justifier of him which believethin
land sent word to the Moffats that she wanted to mail them a JeSus(Romans 3:26)
gift and asked what they would like. Trusting thatin time the We are to believe in Jesus, believe in all he says and what
Lord would bless their work, Mary replied, “Send us a com he willdo, whether or not we casesit as being so. One night
munion set; | am sure it will soon be needed.” God honored house caught fire and a young boy was forced to flee to the
that dear woman’s faith. The Holy Spirit moved upon theroof. The father stood on the ground below with outstretched
hearts of the villagers, and soon a little group of six convert&rms, calling to his son, “Jump! I'll catch you.” He knew the
was united to form the first Christian church in that land. ThePoy had to jump to save his life. All the boy could see, how
communion setfrom England was delayed in the mail; but ogver, was flame, smoke, and blackness. As can be imagined,
the very day before the first commemoration of the Lord’she was afraid to leave the roof. His father kept yelling:
supper in Botswana the set arrived. “Jump! | will catch you.” But the boy protested, “Daddy, |
) ] ] o can't see you.” The father replied, “But | can see you and
Christ has promised, “him that cometh to Me I will in N0 1h4¢'s all that matters.” Friends even when we cannot see

wise cast out” (John 6:37). With this promise you can casjegys, he sees us and has strong outstretched arms to save us
yourself at Christ's feet with the cry, “Lord, | believe; help \yhen we fall into them.

Thou mine unbelief” (Mark 9:24). Beloved, if you do this, o
you cannot perish—never, for Bible faith is strong. Jesu§e€lieving on Jesus o
said, “If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall sajhe Bible also speaks of the concept of believimylesus.
unto th|s mountain, Remove hence to yonder p|ace; and ]IEhIS |S I|ke bel|eV|ng in Jesus. “He that be“eVﬂh me, as
shall remove; and nothing shall be impossib|e unto you’the Scripture hath Said, out of his be”y shall flow rivers of liv
(Matthew 17:20). Now it may not be God'’s will today for us ing water” (John 7:38).
to see literal mountains moved, but at times we have what we Jesus told the Jews that the greatest work they could do
might perceive as mountains of difficulty, and God's wordwas to believeon the one God sent. “Then said they unto
says that faith overcomes. The eleventh chapter of Hebrevm, What shall we do, that we might work the works of
tells of faith living and acting outin the lives of great men andGod? Jesus answered and said unto them, This is the work of
women of God. By faith the Red Sea opened, and the walls §¢0d, that yenelieve on hinwhom he hath sent” (John 6:28,
Jericho came down (Hebrews 11:29, 30). 29). The Greek preposition translatelin verse 29, as well

as in John 7:38, i®is (pronounced ice) which is usually

Faith connects us to the source of all power. Jesus told the, hs|atednto orin. Hereeiscould have been also translated
man who had been given sight, “Thy faith hath made theg, e see the same concept in John 1:12: “But as many as
whole” (Mark 10:52). Jesus also said, “If thou canst believeygcejved him, to them gave he power to become the sons of
all things are possible to him that believeth” (Mark 9323)-God, even to them that believe @ig) his name.” The NKJV
Charles Kettering once said: translates this “believe in his name.”

Jesusaiduntoher, | amtheresurrectionandthelife: he
thatbelievethin me thoughheweredeadyetshallhelive:
Andwhosoeveliveth andbelievethin meshallneverdie.
Believestthouthis? Shesaithunto him, Yea,Lord: | be-
lievethatthouarttheChrist,theSonof God,whichshould
come into the world. (Johrl125-27)

To declare] say atthistime hisrighteousnesghathe

When | was researchhead of General Motors and Thesethings havel written unto you that believeon
wanteda problemsolved, I'd placea table outsidethe (eis) thenameof theSonof God;thatyemayknowthatye
meetingroomwith a sign: Leavesliderules[mechanical ~ haveeternalife, andthatyemaybelieveon(eis) thename
calculatorbeforethe daysof electroniccalculatorshere. of the Son of God. (1 John 5:13)

If | didn't dothat,l’d find someone&eachingfor hisslide Sometimes the Greek prepositiepiis used Epi means

rule.Thenhed beonhisfeetsaying,”Boss,youcaritdo  on, or above. The English word epidural means “located on or
it.” (CharlesF. Ketteringin Bits & Pieces December over the dura mater” (www.thefreedictionary.com/epitjura
1991, p. 24) Epiis used in Acts 16:31: “Believe orefi) the Lord Jesus
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Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house.” Thus when we Jesus spoke passionately about the abiding presence of his
read in the Bible to believe on Jesus, itis equivalent teeleli Father. “And he that sent me is with me: the Father hath not
ing in Jesus. left me alone” (John 8:29). “Ye shall be scattered, every man
The Faith of Jesus to his own, and shall leave me alone: and yet | am not alone,

. : because the Father is with me” (John 16:32).
Now let us proceed to the concept of “the faith of Jesus.” gy en when Jesus felt forsaken, he trusted in God. Though

Sometimes the Bible speaks of “the faith of Jesus” (Revela, o 44 said “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me”

tion 14:12). What does this mean? At times the Bible speakgyatthew 27:46), he could still triumphantly proclaim, “Itis
of “the faith” as a system of belief. For example, in Acts 6:7’finished” (John 19:30).

we read: “And the word of God increased; and the number of Jesus said, “Have Faith in God” (Mark 11:22), and we are

the disciples multiplied in Jerusalem greatly; and a gregq i, “pelieve on him that raised up Jesus our Lord from the
company of the priests were obedientite faith” Here “the  yo54 (Romans 4:24). Just as Jesus had faith that God was his

faith” means what the disciples believed. Some other versgg,iher \ve are to have faith that God is our Father, as we are
that also show “the faith” to be a system of belief are: ACtSadopted into the family of God (1 John 3:1).

13:8;16:5; R.om.ans 1:5;2 Cori.nthi.an's _13:5;_ Galatiajs'l:?B.; The believer is to have “the righteousness of God which is
EpheSIaer 413, Colossians 123, 27, 1 TImOthy 41, 5:8 y faith of Jesus Christinto all and upon all them that
6:10; 2 Timothy 4:7; and Jude 1:3 which says that we shoul

: _ _ elieve” (Romans 3:22). Paul also writes:
“earnestly contend fothe faithwhich was once delivered - . . :
unto the saints.” And befoundin him, not havingmine own righteous

Tof thi ; . biect have thi nesswhichis of thelaw, butthatwhichisthroughthefaith
o focus this concept upon ourmain Subject, we hAVE thIS ¢ cpyist the righteousnessvhich is of God by faith.

quotation: | (Philippians 3:9).

I haveseerthatthebrethrerandsistershavenotunder Knowing thatamanis notjustified by theworksof the
stoodthefaith of Jesusn its truelight. They havetaught law, butby thefaith of JesusChrist, everwehavebelieved
thatit is healingthe sick, etc. It is not healingthe sick, i jesusChrist, thatwe might bejustified by the faith of
merely butitisall theteachingf Jesusn theNewTesta Christ, andnotby theworksof thelaw: for by theworksof
ment “The commandmentsf Godandthefaithof Jesus.” - the jaw shall no flesh be justified. (Galatians 2:16)

| sawthatit wasthewhole New Testamentwhichrelates
to Jesus.” Manuscript Releasesol. 5, p. 290) Jesus.” (Galatians 3:26, Greek)

Thus almost the entire New Testament with its teachings o might wish that we had the faith of Jesus. “If only I had
onsin, faith, repentance, baptism, the Lord’s Supper, the re§, aith of Jesus | could live right” we might say. But

urrection, and many other teachings are part of the faith 9f o |5ed we can havine faith of Jesusas we believen
Jesus. Jesusand then have Jesus living in us. Jesus has promised to

There is another aspect tbe faith of JesusThere is |iye in the believer: “If a man love me, he will keep my
Christ’s personal belief, his faith and trustin God, thatis alsQyords: and my Father will love him, and we will come unto
the faith of Jesus - him, and make our abode with him” (John 14:23). Paul told

Jesus was mocked at the cross. Yet, even in their mockee believers in Colosse that their hope was “Christ in you,
the Jewish rulers stated a truth when they said, “He trusteghe hope of glory” (Colossians 1:27). Jesus has promised to
(Greek:peithg the root word for faith) in God” (Matthew live in our hearts by faith (Ephesians 3:17). As Christ lives in
27:43) “That is, he [Jesus] ... claim[ed] an interest in himys, we have his faith working in our lives!

[God], to be high in his favour and esteem, and to have great | amcrucifiedwith Christ:neverthelesslive; yetnotl,
faith and cgnﬁdence in_him”John Gill's Expositoron butChristlivethin me andthelife whichl nowlive in the
Matthew 27:43) fleshl live by thefaith of the Sonof God, who loved me,

The life of Jesus, as recorded in the gospel accounts, gngd gave himself for me. (Galatians 2:20)

clearly reveals a strong trust or faith in his Father. Jesus knew ga.ause Christ lives in us. the life we live is by his faith.

he was sent of God. “Say ye of him, whom the Father hatly, the miracle of Bethlehem, the Son of God dwelling

sanctified, and sent into the WO”‘{- Thou blasphemestyihout sin in sinful flesh, is reproduced perfectly in the

because | said, | am the Son of God” (John 10:36)? believer of Jesus. That faith is one that loves righteousness
Perhaps you have heard someone say, “My prayers nevgpq hates iniquity (Hebrews 1:9), a faith that lives to obey

rise above the ceiling.” Maybe you have felt that way, t00.God and not the selfish dictates of the lustful soul.

But just before Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead he could Genuinefaith in Jesudeadsto denialof self but how-

pray, “Father, | thank thee that thou hast heard me. And | '

knew that thou hearest me always: but because of the people

which stand by | said it, that they may believe that thou hast

sent me” (John 11:41, 42). continued on page 23

Forye areall thechildrenof God by thefaith in Christ

ever high the professionmay be, if self is exaltedand
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The Ephesian Church

“Theremnantchurchis calledto gothroughanexperiencesimilarto thatof theJewsandthe TrueWithesswhowalksupand
downin themidstof thesevergoldencandlestickshasasolemmmessag® bearto His people:l havesomewhaagainsthee,
becauséhouhasteft thyfirstlove.Remembetherefordromwhencehouartfallen,andrepentanddothefirst works;orelse
I will comeunto theequickly, andwill removethy candlestickout of his place,exceptthourepent (Revelation2:4, 5).”

(SelectedMessageshk. 1, p. 387)

Itis true that all the messages sent to the seven churchestod hereafter” (Revelation 1:19). What had John seen to this
Revelation 2 and 3 are applicable for larger groups threughpoint? Only Jesus standing in the midst of the seven golden
out history of which the seven churches are representativeandlesticks, holding in his right hand seven stars, and this
but they are especially important for God’s people at the endohn wrote down, but he then wrote of things present and of

Photo courtesy of damiandude at Flickr

Courtyard of Ephesian home, with
mosaic floor and well in the center

Father himself who chose which of the churches in the apo
tle’s day to use in representing the condition of his church
throughout the ages and at the end of time—Ephesu%

of time. We
know this, for
one reason,
because the
entire book of
Revelation,
including its
information

| concerning the

mark of the

beast, the
seven last
plagues, the
three angels’
messages, etc.,
was sent to the
churches of
John’s day, but
its greatest per

tinence is for

those living

today.

It is the

things future and sentitto the seven churches chosenin Asia.

Another reason we know that the messages for the seven
churches extend beyond the seven literal churches them-
selves is because the reward mentioned for each individual
church is addressed to the overcomerslbtthe churches.
When we read of the rewards offered to Ephesus, Smyrna,
Pergamos, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicia, we
read, each time, these words: “Hear what the Spirit saith unto
the churches [plural].” Each reward is for the overcomers
found in all the churches, not just for the overcomers of the
individual church.

The Seven Churches

Before we consider the message to the first church, Ephesus,
letus briefly consider all seven churches and note the cennec
tion between them and the geography of the land or between
them and the history of the city.

Christians inEphesushad been enthusiastic but had
cooled. They had been on a high plane of conduct and spirit
but had left their first love. They were changing, and the his
tory of the city itself also reveals this flux of change. The land
and the site of the city varied from century to century due to
frequent earthquakes and due to the silting up of the Ephesian
Qarbor. What had once been water gradually became land, as
deposits from the Cayster River slowly filled in the harbor.

The Christians inSmyrna were poor, but rich, and
Xposed to suffering, but the message to them is filled with

Smyrna, Pergamos, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, anfl, 5.4 jife. The Smyrnians were advised to be faithful, just
Laodicea—and it is the Father who instructed John to writgs the city itself had remained unchanged and faithful
what he saw and to send it to these churches (Revelation 1rough the centuries. Its harbor continues to this day, full of
11). Jesus also instructed John to write what John had seéife and strength, with no changing shoreline from silt. Also

and to write the “things which are, and the things which shalremaining to this day is the fortified acropolis, Pagus, which
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overlooks the harbor. Faithfulness is seen as one of the chahrough the city. People of various cultures and backgrounds
acteristics of Smyrna. passed through the city and as it grew to become a successful
Pergamosis portrayed as a city of authority, even a royalcommercial, financial, manufacturing, and medical center,
city. In the message to Pergamos, we find the throne of Sata@mpromise was used to forge and solidify relationships.
and the power of evil mentioned, and historically the citg ha Jesus, however, cautioned against this and promises a stable,
been the royal seat of Attalid kings and the chief center opure relationship with everyone who invites him into his or
Roman imperial administration. Pergamos has an immengeer life.
acropolis on arock, rising out of the plain like a mountaiw; g E
. : ) ! ; phesus
ing the sense of impregnable, imperial strength. Overcemer

Pergamos are promised a new name written in a white stonj{gt us now focus on the city of Ephesus and its message from

which no man knows except he who receives the stone. This e Father and from \_]esus. )
similar to the description of Christ, who leading the army of SOme scholars claim the name Ephesus means desirable,

heaven as King of Kings, also has a name written that no mdfough this is difficult to show with total certainty.
knows but he himself (Revelation 19:12). Ancient Ephesus was a city that faced constant change, as
Thyatira, on the other hand, has a low and small acropolignentioned earlier. The Cayster River drained into its beauti
in a gentle valley that stretches north and south, with ridges d#l harbor, and with the river water came dirt and other
hills ascending each side of the valley. Because of the valle;ggt”tus- What once was filled with great ships eventually
and of the small acropolis, Thyatira gives a sense of mildnediécame the home of marshy reeds, and Ephesus today is an
and aninability to surmount external circumstances, but hop@land city, lying about five miles from the coast. The ruins of
is offered, and he who overcomes will be given power ovefh€ ancientcity are contained ona plain that stretches eastand
nations, greater even than the mighty power of Jezebdrest and that is closed in by mountains on the north and
herself. south, with no connection to the sea.
Sardis breathes the spirit of death and has an appearance,!n the time of Paul, however, Ephesus was a oitythe
but without life. The Christians there had works and a namegoast. In fact, “the whole Ephesian valley was an arm of the
but no life, and the city had the same. Looked at from a diss€a, dotted with rocky islets and bordered with picturesque
tance, Sardis had an imposing, even commandingnountains and wooded promontorietfjid., p. 156). It was
appearance, for the city was on a steep spur and dominatt@ithe Christians of this changing city that Jesus sent a warn-
the broad valley it was in, but looked at closely, the spur wa§g message about their changing love. They had lost their
just mud, slightly compacted, but never trustworthy or lastenthusiasm and their love and tenderness for others. “The
ing. The hill crumbled under the influences of weather, bufove that constrained the Saviour to die for us, was not
the “Sardians always trusted to it, and their careless eonffevealedinits fullnessintheir livesSgermons and Talksol.
dence had often been deceived when an adventurous eneryP. 277). Their ardor was fading, and Jesus sent word of
climbed in at some unguarded point, where the weathering dheir need to return to their first love.
the soft rock had opened a way” (W. M. RamsBlye Letters Christ told the church at Ephesus to remember from
to the Seven Churchgs. 31). whence they had fallen and to repent. Repentance is heces
The city of Philadelphia was situated on the great road sary for salvation. Before a person can return to God, he or
that went from the harbor of Smyrna to the East and lay neghe must acknowledge, or confess, that he or she has fallen.
where the road ascended, by a difficult pass, to the high cefRepentance means to change one’s mind and results in a
tral plateau. Philadelphia guarded this pass and helkepe change of direction and conduct. It is a turning around and
so to speak, to the high plateau. Philadelphians are describa@ay from sin. Proverbs 28:13 says: “He that covereth his
as being patient and faithful to God’s word. Anciently, manysins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh
of the citizens of Philadelphia lived outside the main area othem shall have mercy.”
the city because of the constant threat of earthquakes, €hoos In the New Testament, the woabnfessmeans “(of one
ing instead to travel to and from the city for business andnind); to speak the same, to agrelefv American Standard
commerce. God promises the overcomers, however, that thé&reek Lexicoh First John 1:9 says: “If weonfessur sins,
will no longer have to go in and out of God'’s temple but will, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us
instead, remain as an unshakeable pillar. from all unrighteousness.” Thus the sinner is to agree with
Laodiceais known by some as the city of compromise andGod that he has sinned and agree with God that whatever sin
when you understand its geographic situation, you can undee has committed was wrong. The promise is that if we see
stand why God chose this city to represent lukewarmness. @ur sins in the light of God’s Word and turn from them, “God
was located on the great eastern highway and central routefier Christ's sake” (Ephesians 4:32) will both forgive and
Rome, but another road passed through its gates, going fropfeanse us.
Pergamos (also spelled Pergamum) to Psidia (or Pisidia). A Our confession should be as specific as possible. The sin
road from the eastern part of Caria and a road from the-wesher was to confess that “he hath sinned in that thing”
ern area of Phyrgia also either met in Laodicea or crossedeviticus 5:5). When the Israelites sinned, they were to
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confess that specific sin and make restitution for it. Therayive us some valuable insight, though, so we need not be in
may be sins in our past that we cannot remember, and we muwbubt about this teaching:

allow the prayer of Psalm 51:9 to be our confidence: “Hide
thy face from my sins, and blot out all mine iniquities.” As
God reveals our sins to us, however, our confession a
repentance should be specific, for how can we truly repe
without a knowledge of what we are to repent from?

the first works. Their early devotion was to be recalled anc
lived, just as
when they were
first converted.
This love always
brings good
works, compas
sionately
endeavoring to
win the lost and
serving both God
and our fellow

man |nhaII the Butthedoctrineis nowlargelytaughtthatthe Gospelbf
— _ WaysWt at We  cpristhasmadethe Law of Godof no effect; thatby “be-
Hadrian’s temple in Ephesus can. We are 10 jioing” we arereleasedrom thenecessityf beingdoers

seek God . ) ) X
. of the word. But this is the doctrine of the Nicolaitans
through the study of his Word and through fervent prayer. which ChristsounsparinglycondemnedTo the churchof

Jesusis calling the backsliding Ephesians today to walk again Ephesusiesays*| knowthyworks,andthy labor, andthy

v_vith himin a relatiorjship where Je_sus isin first place in the_ir patienceandhowthoucansiotbearthemwhichareevil;
lives. As the_backsllder does the first works, the proof of his andthou hasttried themwhich saythey areapostlesand
repentance is clearly revealed. arenot,andhastfoundthemliars; andhastborne andhast
In addition to the warning message, Jesus also sent wordspatienceandfor my nameéssakehastabored andhastnot
of encouragement to the Ephesians. He commended thefainted. Nevertheless have somewhaiagainstthee,be-
Ephesians for hating the deeds of the Nicolaitans. Who were causethou hastleft thy first love. Remembetherefore
the Nicolaitans? Opinions vary. Some people believe they from whencethou art fallen, andrepent,anddo the first
were a literal group of people, others believe that the term is works;or elsel will comeuntotheequickly, andwill re-
used symbolically, and still others acceptits use as both literal movethy candlestickout of his place,exceptthourepent.
and symbolic. Those who believe in its literalness believe But this thou hast, that thou hatest the deeds of the
that the Nicolaitans were followers of a Nicolas because the Nicolaitans which | also hate.”
Greek wordNicolaitan comes fromNikolaos however, the
only person in the New Testament with the naNikolaos Thosewho areteachingthis doctrinetodayhavemuch
was “Nicolas a proselyte of Antioch” (Acts 6:5) and one of tosayinregardofaithandtherighteousnessf Christ;but
the first deacons. Itis very unlikely that this deacon would be theypervertthetruth, andmakeit servethecauseof error.
aleader of terrible heresy. Uriah Smith stated, concerning the Theydeclarethatwe haveonly to believeon JesuChrist,
Nicolaitans: “This was a form of heresy said to have Grigi and that faith is a”-SUfﬁCient; that the righteousneSS)f

nated with one Nicholas, who taught a p|ura|ity of wives, Christis to be the sinnef's credentialsthat this imputed
etc.” (The Biblical Institutep. 246). righteousnestulfils thelaw for us,andthatwe areunder

noobligationto obeythelaw of God.This classclaimthat
Christcameto savesinnersandthathehassavedhem.’|
amsaved,”they will repeatoverandoveragain.But are
theysavedwhile transgressinthe law of Jehovah?—No;
for the garmentf Christs righteousnesarenota cloak
for iniquity. Suchteachings agrossdeceptionandChrist
The fact is that the Bible does not define the deeds nor the becomego thesepersonsa stumbling-blockashe did to
doctrines of the Nicolaitans, but one thing we know fromthe theJews,—tdheJewshecaus¢heywouldnotreceivehim
Bible is that Christ hates the deeds and the doctrines of the astheir personalSaviour;to theseprofessecelieversin
Nicolaitans (Revelation 2:6, 15). The Spirit of Prophecy does Christ,becauseahey separatéChristandthe Law, andre-

D214 Je anaked %ory Jo ASa1nod 01oyd

Stairway beside Hadrian’s temple

Photo courtesy of topquark22 at Flickr

The nameNikolaosthough comes from two Greek words:
nikos meaning victory, antbas, meaning people; so some
people interpret this name to mean conqueror of the people.
Surely Jesus hates the rule of man over man, for it is the way
of Satan to force and rule.
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gardfaith asa substitutefor obedienceTheyseparatehe  where this was not possible or feasible, columns were
FatherandtheSon theSaviourof theworld. Virtually they  erected. Even Alexander the Great was awed by the temple
teach,both by preceptand example,that Christ, by his  being erected to Diana; its columns were very impressive and
death saveanenin theirtransgressiongTheSignsofthe  beautiful, giving a sense of the supernatural.
Times February 25, 1897) The connection of trees with pillars in pagan worship is
Jesus also said that the Ephesians had tried those whk@nificant because the reward offered to the overcomer in
claimed to be apostles and were not (Revelation 2:2). Verizphesus is to eat of theeeof life. Ephesus was a city filled
few men were declared to be apostles in the Bible, yet-aposvith pagan worship. Temples abounded in Ephesus, the tem
tles are declared to be one of the gifts of the spirit that will beple of Diana being just one of them, and everywhere were
in the church until Jesus comes (Ephesians 4:11-13¢olumns—in the agoras, along the streets, in the temples, at
Through all ages there have arisen men who claimed to dae amphitheater, and even in homes. Of course some of the
apostles of Jesus but who have not had the Spirit of God awlumns were used for support, but most were decorative in
their credentials. nature and had another purpose for being. Our heavenly
The promise that Jesus made to the church at Ephesus wigather, the master historian, uses the history of this city to
personally applicable. The largest temple in the world dedimake a point with which the early Ephesians could readily
cated to the worship of Diana (or Artemis) was located inrelate and which we, who are living at the end of time, can
Ephesus and as we noted last month, in Paul's day this templeadily appreciate; that is, stop any downward spiral into a
had 127 columns, all of which were 197 feet tall. Why all cold, reserved lovend choose the tree of life which God
these columns? Art historians have traced a strong relatioffers us in place of the lifeless trees men have created in the
ship between the columns of the ancient world and treesvorship of pagan gods.
Trees have been the focus of pagan religious life for as far For the Christian in ancient Ephesus, the words of Christ
back as recorded history goes. Sometimes a single tree waad a contemporary ring. They understood the reference to
worshiped, other times a grove of trees, and even today sughe tree of life and its contrast to the trees of the unholy place
posedly sacred woods can be found in various places of thsf Artemis. They deeply understood God’s complaint of the
world. People in ancient Egypt, Assyria, Mesopotamiachange in their love as they could relate to the sometimes
Greece, Rome, Canaan, China, Japan, and India (amosw, other times rapid, change in their beloved city. Earth-
other places) have all worshiped trees. In Egypt, for exampleyuakes in Ephesus destroyed landscapes and buildings
the sycamore tree was considered to be the manifestation without a moment’s notice, and sediment from the Cayster
various goddesses. In Babylon, sacred trees were the pringtowly pushed the sea further and further from its gates. The
pal feature of the so-called Hanging Gardens. In Ephesug,phesians were diligent workers for Christ, however. They
ancient literary sources “describe the foundation of theabored hard and fainted not. They had an abhorrence of evil
[un]holy place of Artemis as a tree-shrine” (Colin J. Hemer,and would not let just anyone come to them as apostles. Jesus
The Letters to the Seven Churches of Asia in Their Local Se¢ommended them for all of this, but in their hard work and in
ting, p. 44). Atree shrine occupied the early site of the templeheir zeal for truth, they somehow left their first love. The
of Artemis, and by the time the temple had become one of theame thing can happen to us.

seven worlders ofthe Wo_rld, it _had 127 tree-columns 197 feet Earlyin thehistoryof thechurchthemysteryof iniquity
tall! Also, “a tree recurs in varied contexts as an emblem of

he ci . 4d dthed I he ch . foretoldby theapostlePaulbeganits balefulwork; andas
the city or its goddess, and the date-palm was the characteris o t|seteachersoncemningvhomPeterhadwarnedthe

tic s_ymbol ofArt_emis” (bid., p. 45) onthe cqins from certain believers,urged their heresiesmany were ensnaredoy
periods of the city. Xenophon, a Greek writer in tHecen falsedoctrinesSomefalteredundertrial andweretempted

ijry be_zfo_reECT]rist, Wrote;]_of duplicating _theGunhon f'la%e '(I)f to give upthefaith. At thetime whenJohnwasgiventhis
rtemis in Ephesus on his own estate in Greece. He built & ¢, o|4tion manyhadlost theirfirst love of gospeltruth .

miniature temple beside a stream witgrave of trees Butin His mercyGoddid notleavethechurchto continue
Ancient pillars were often constructed to resemble trees, ;, 5 ackslidderstate In amessagef infinite tenderness
with leaves, branches, and bark designed on them. Some artya revealedHis love for them and His desirethat they

historians have even identified the origin of pointed asche
and vaults in Gothic cathedrals to be the interlacing of tree
branches and they have likened the view down the nave of a
Gothic cathedral as a path through a wood of tall overarch
ing trees (Christopher L. C. E. Witcombe at
http://witcombe.sbc.edu/sacredplaces/trees.htmbbdbly Likewise,

we can all relate to the sense of awesomeness and beauty TheapostleurgedtheGalatiando leavethefalseguides
experienced when walking in a forest of majestic, tall trees, by whomtheyhadbeenmisled,andto returnto the faith
and the ancient people were no different except forests were thathadbeenaccompaniethy unmistakablevidenceof
rare in the East and groves had to often be cultivated and divine approval.Themenwho hadattemptedo leadthem

should make sure work for eternity “Remembef He
pleaded;from whencethouartfallen,andrepentanddo
thefirst works.” (TheActsof the Apostlesp. 587;empha
sis supplied unless otherwise noted)
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Archway of trees, reminiscent of a colonnade
and of the nave in a Gothic cathedral

from their beliefin the gospelwerehypocritesunholyin

heartandcorruptin life. Their religion wasmadeup of a
roundof ceremoniesthroughthe performanceof which
theyexpectedo gainthefavorof God.Theyhadnodesire
for agospelthatcalledfor obediencéo theword, “Except
amanbebornagain,he cannotseethe kingdomof God.”
John3:3.Theyfelt thatareligionbasednsuchadoctrine,
requiredoogreatasacrifice andtheyclungtotheirerrors,
deceiving themselves and others. . . .

Paulpleadedwith thosewho hadonceknownin their
livesthepowerof God,toreturn to their first loveof gos
pel truth. (Ibid., pp. 386388)

sure, and the
words were |
spoken: “I H.
have some-
what against
thee, because|
thou hastleft |
thy first love.
Remember
therefore
from whence
thou art g ¢ | __r
fallen,andre- é; . A Sid
pent, and do  cjoseup of pillar in Ephesus

the first

works; or elsel will comeuntotheequickly, andwill re-
movethy candlesticloutof hisplace excepthourepent.”
Revelation 2:4, 5.

He who weptoverimpenitentisrael,notingtheirigno-
ranceof God,andof Christtheir Redeemerookedupon
theheartof thework atBattle Creek Greatperil wasabout
the people,but someknew it not. Unbelief andimpent
tenceblindedtheireyesandtheytrustedohumarnwisdom

T

Theeyesof g
theLord were 3
bentuponthe 5
peoplein sor B
row mingled g
3

with displea- 5
Q.

&)

E’.

1z

We can leave our first love of gospel truth, but we can also in theguidanceof themostimportantinterestf thecause
leave our first love for Christ and of our desire to be like him, of Godrelatingto thepublishingwork. In theweaknessf
which will result in not keeping the commandments of God humanjudgment, men were gatheringinto their finite
and then in criticizing one another: handghelinesof control,while God swill, God swayand

Self will evercherisha high estimateof self. As men

losetheir first love, theydo notkeepthecommandments

of God,andthentheybeginto criticize oneanotherThis
spiritwill beconstantlystrivingfor themasterytotheclose
of time. . ..

Satarexultsbecauséeknowsthatif hecansetbrother
to watchbrotherin the churchandin the ministry, some
will be sodisheartene@nddiscouraged@sto leavetheir
postof duty. This is not the work of the Holy Spirit; a
power from beneathis working in the chambersof the
mindandin thesoultempleto placehis attributes where
the attributes of Christ shouldbe. (Mind, Characterand
Personality vol. 2, p. 636)

We also leave our first love when we place our will above

the will of God:

While engagedn earnestprayer | waslost to every
thing aroundme;theroomwasfilled with light, andl was
bearinga messageo an assemblythat seemedo be the
GeneralConferencel wasmovedby the Spirit of Godto
make a most earnest appeal . . .

Old Paths
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counselwere not soughtasindispensableMen of stub
born, iron-like will, bothin andout of the Office, were
confederatingogethey determinedo drive certainmea
sureghroughin accordancwith theirownjudgment(Life
Sketchesp. 320)

Ouir first love is a talent:

This messagéto the churchof Ephesus]s anexample
of thewayin whichtheministersof Godareto givereproof
today Following the commendatiotior earnestaborco-
mesthe reprooffor losing the talent of love, which is a
mostsacredtrust. It wasthe love of God that savedthe
fallen racefrom eternaldeath.(Seventh-daydventisiBBi-
ble Commentaryol. 7, p. 956)

And how does this talent of love work?

Christcarriedoutin His life His owndivine teachings.
His zealneverled Him to becomepassionateHe mank
fested consistency without obstinacy, benevolence
withoutweaknesgendernesandsympathywithoutsentk
mentalism.He was highly social; yet He possessed
reservedlignity thatdid notencourageinduefamiliarity.
His temperanceeverled to bigotry or austerity He was

August 2011



notconformedo thisworld; yetHe
wasnot indifferentto the wantsof
theleastamongnen Hewasawake
to the needs of all. (Manuscript
132,1902;foundin Evangelismp.
636andMind, CharacterandPer-
sonality vol. 1, p. 84)

Thebeneficenbperation®f na
turearenotaccomplishethy abrupt
and startling interpositions; men
arenot permittedto take her work
into their own hands.God works
throughthecalm,regularoperation
of His appointedaws. Soit is in spiritualthings.Satans
constantlyseekingto produceeffectsby rudeandviolent
thrusts;butJesusoundaccess$o mindsby the pathwayof
their mostfamiliar associationsHe disturbedaslittle as
possibletheir accustomedrain of thought,by abruptac
tions or prescribed rules.

... Hebringsmenunderthetransformingpowerof truth
by meetingthemwheretheyare.. . . Thetruth camefrom
His lips beautifulin its simplicity, yetclothedwith dignity
andpower WhatateachekvasourLord Jesu<hrist!How
tenderlydid Hetreateveryhonesenquireraftertruth,that
He might gain admissionto the sympathiesandfind a
homein theheart.(Manuscrip44,1894;foundin Evange
lism, p. 139)

We are also told (in the following quotation) that we are
“called” to be like the Jews of Christ's day and that the True W

ness of Revelation 2 gives solemn counsel to us. We are netto b

like those Jews who were “set in their ideas, whose doctarees
all stereotyped and unchangeable,” and who were “walking
after the traditions and commandments of me&glécted Mes
sagesbk. 1, p. 386). God’s chosen people in Christ’s day “were
very punctilious in the observances of the church, veryrags

in following their forms, but they were destitute of vitgliand
religious devotion” lbid.).

Theremnantchurchis calledto go throughan exper
encesimilarto thatof theJewsandthe TrueWitnesswho
walksupanddownin themidstof thesevergoldencandle
sticks, hasa solemnmessageo bearto His people.He
says,'| havesomewhaagainsthee becaus¢houhastleft

Cemetery in Ephesus

apostles,and are not, and hast
foundthemliars:andhastborne,
and hast patience,and for my
names sakehastlaboured and
hastnot fainted. Nevertheless
havesomewhatgainsthee be-
cause thou hast left thy first
love” (Revelatiorn2:2—4).(Ibid.,
pp. 387, 388)

And, most importantly, how do
we follow the counsel of the True
Witness?

Supposewetry daily to have our
hearts united in the bonds of Christian love. “1 have some-
what against thee,” says the True Witness, “because thou
hast left thy first love” (Revelation 2:4). And He says, “ Ex-
cept thou repent,” “I will come unto thee quickly, and will
removethy candle-
stick out of his
place’ (Revelation
2:5). Why?—Be-
cause in our
separation from
one another we are
separated from
Christ. We want to
press together. Oh,
how many times,
when | have o
seemed to beinthe s
presence of God
and holy angels, |
have heard the an-
gel voice saying,
“Press together,
press together,
press together. Do
not let Satan cast
his hellish shadow
between brethren. Presstogether; in unity thereisstrength.”
(Selected Messages, bk. 2, p. 374; taken from the General
Conference Daily Bulletin, April 13, 1891)

In the Garden of Eden, angels visited our first parents and

214 Ye lwoael Jo Asannod oloyd
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Overview of Arcadian Way,
connecting the amphitheater
with the former harbor

thy first love. Remembethereforefrom whencethou art
fallen, and repent,and do the first works; or elsel will
comeunto theequickly, andwill removethy candlestick
out of his place,exceptthou repent” (Revelation2:4, 5).
Theloveof Godhasbeenwaningin thechurchandasare-
sult,thelove of selfhassprungupinto newactivity. With
the lossof love for God there hascomethe lossof love
for the brethren. Thechurchmaymeetall thedescription
thatis given of the Ephesiarchurch,andyet fail in vital
godlinessOf themJesusaid,“l knowthy works,andthy
labour, andthy patienceandhowthoucansiotbearthem
whichareevil: andthouhasttriedthemwhichsaytheyare

gave them pointed instruction about the rebellion of Satah a
his evil intentions, but Adam and Eve failed to heed theinsou
sel. Here atthe end of time, an angel voice has repeatedy giv
another warning, and failing to heed it will only bring fugth
woe upon us. Along with our beloved prophet, we

... repeathemessagé& you.Asyougotoyourhomes,
bedeterminedhatyouwill pressogetherseekGodwith
all theheart,andyouwill find Him, andthelove of Christ,
thatpassetlunderstandingyill comeinto your heartsand

lives.(Ibid., pp.374,375)
Editors
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2011 West Virginia Camp Meeting Report

“Dave ... told me you had a very wonderful camp meeting
Share with me some of the twelve baskets of leftovers fron
the camp meeting,” so stated an email we received short|
after the West Virginia camp meeting this year. It reflecteg
the thoughts of many that this was a wonderful camp meetin

Mac and Sandy on the front deck

were also health talks and demonstrations, two computer
classes, and a three-part story, covering some of Roy and
Rose Slaybaugh’s experiences, as recorded in her book
Escape from DeathWe even had a pre-camp meeting health

The Brown Family sharing a song presentation for the senior citizens in nearby Welch, West

Virginia, the morning before the meetings officially began.

ﬁ”d tohsedveral, itwas the best of the twelve camp meetings Weisters Janet Cox and Elaine Nailing were blessed to lead out
ave had.

in this project.

The Clifford family

N As usual we had some folks come early to help with setting
N things up for camp, though some of those who usually come
i H’L - early were delayed until the start of camp. Knowing this

Vera and Elaine before, God directed some new folks to arrive early. Though

we failed to get a few of the wrinkles out (figuratively and lit

While this was not our largest camp meeting (nor our smallerally) before camp started, all the needful things were set on
est), it certainly was a great blessing with a strong sense @me. One person wrote:

unity. Our theme for this year was “Landmarks and Pillars.”

| justwantedyou to know thatcampmeetinghasdefi-
Our speakers this year had some excellent material and nitely beenablessing.You know, thatfirst night of camp
endeavored to share it in a crisp and fresh manner. There meetingasl wassittingtherein theroom,| lookedaround
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David and Steffy sharing a selection

me.| noticedcertainthingsdidn’'t getdonethatnormally
would have,suchasthe curtainsnot gettingironed.But
you know it didn't matter HerewereGod s people who
believedandworshipedthe sameGod! Sure,everyonds
atdifferentstage®f growth,butjustknowingwe all wor-
shipedthe sameGod andwereall striving for the better
countrymadeall the difference andat thatmoment,the
joy | felt couldnotbedescribedTherewasno otherplace
that | would have rather beenat that time, exceptfor
heavenHearingsuchpowerfulmessagesndhavingthe
sweetfellowshipwith others,andhearingpeoplés testi
moniesandeverythinghasbeensoamazing!. . . Therés
no otherpeoplel’d ratherbeamongandfellowship,than
thesehere.We are family, a greatbig family! And hon
estly I'm closerto thesepeopleherethanmy own flesh
andbloodfamily, becaus&e havesomuchin commonin
Christ. Everyoneis sovery dearto my heartandreally,
therésnootherplacel’d rathetbehereonearththanhere.

| believe that this letter also reflected the sentiments o
many. This experience was possible because of many w
sacrificed to prepare for others. A great big thank you goe

Butterfly image caught by a camper

Vol. 20, No. 8
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out to our Smyrna
family, both local
and long-distant,
who helped to makg
things ready, and tg
our teachers ang
speakers, who eac
puttheir all into what
they had to share
making this camp a®
wonderful
experience.

Two of the spirt
tual high points for
me concerned the
ordinances of the
church. Firstly, there
was the communion
service we had o
Friday morning.
Pastor David Sims
gave a very instruc
tional and inspirational homily, and the testimonies that
followed were genuine, vibrant, and spirited, yet done in sol
emn dignity. Secondly, the baptism Sabbath afternoon, with
four souls sealing their decision to follow Jesus was very
special. Among them was our own Ashleigh Holt, the grand-
daughter of Leon and Onycha Holt. We are thankful for the
way that God has worked in her life and for the decisions of
the other three, as well!

PA helping with the story
about the Slaybaughs

Car repairs for the trip home

Lastyear we opened the Papa Glen Memorial Nature Cen
ter and the Three Rivers Avian Center provided a
demonstration. That was hard to beat, but this year we may
have done it with Brother Ron Toel, a marine biologist, who
gave an excellent series of informative and interesting nature
talks on ocean life. We are sorry that they could not be
recorded, but Ron is anxious to return next year, so plan on

http://www.smyrna.org



being here and on learning some new things about Godsuggested donation is $3.00 per disc, plus postage, but if you
would like awhole set of either DVDs or CDs, the suggestion
Here is a descriptive list of available recordings. Audiodonation is $40.00 for the set.
CDs and DVDs from the meetings are already prepared and
waiting for your request. You may request materials by the

great creation!

numbers shown on the descriptive chart below. Please indi
cate if you wish DVDs or CDs with the disc number(s). The

Allen Stump

Please specify DVD or

CD when ordering Title Speaker

WV CM 2011-01 Landmarks and Pillars, Overview Allen Stump

WV CM 2011-02 2,300 Hundred Days and the Final Allen Stump
Atonement

WV CM 2011-03 The Investigative Judgment Allen Stump

WV CM 2011-04

The Personality of Goekrt 1-—The Father

Lynnford Beachy

WV CM 2011-05

The Personality of Gocdbart 2—Father and
Spirit

Lynnford Beachy

WV CM 2011-06

The Personality of Gocbart 3-Death of
Christ

Lynnford Beachy

WV CM 2011-07 The Spirit of Prophecyart 1 David Sims
WV CM 2011-08 The Spirit of Prophecyart 2 David Sims
WV CM 2011-09 Communion Service David Sims
WV CM 2011-10 The Law, Sabbath, and the Sealing David Sims
WV CM 2011-11 The Three Angels’ Messagest 1 Elvis Alberto
WV CM 2011-12 The Three Angels’ Messages 2 Elvis Alberto

WV CM 2011-013

Video Interview: Dr. Caldwell B. Esselstyn, J

Author of Prevent and Reverse Heart
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Compromise in Worship

Com:-pro-mise “An agreement or a settlement of a disputeday when Darius came to the den he called out to Daniel, “O

thatis reached by each side making concessions. Verb: Setaniel, servant of the living God, is thy Godhom thou

a dispute by mutual concession (yielding).” A concession iservest continualiable to deliver thee from the lions” (Dan

something that has been yielded. To concede is to yield. iel 6:20)? People who serve God continually do not worry
In Christianity we often see points of faith compromisedabout compromise. The moment one quits serving Goe con

with concessions made to the devil. The sad thing is that it iinually, he or she has compromised.

not always trulycompromisefor the devil many times does ~ Daniel would not compromise even to save his own life.

not need to yield any of his positions to get Christians intdVhen a crisis came Daniel steadfastly refused to yield his

error. However, he will yield much if need be for he knows itallegiance to God. The same could be said for Shadrach,

only takes a small amount of error, even if we hold onto muctMeshach, and Abednego. Daniel 3 tells how they were deter
truth, to capture us. mined to serve God without compromise. When called

Compromise in areas not of faith are fine. For example, iPefore the king, they said:
decorating a room, a wife might like most things to be blue O Nebuchadnezzar, we are not careful to answer thee
and the husband, yellow, so they compromise. The walls inthismatter. If it be so, our God whom we serveisable
become light blue and various things in the room yellow. Of to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will
course, this is not an issue of salvation. However, on matters deliver us out of thine hand, O king. But if not, be it
of faith because they are issues of salvation, Christians can known unto thee, O king, that we will not servethy gods,
not, and must not, make concessions which result in nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up.
compromise of “the faith which was once delivered unto the (Daniel 3:16-18)
saints” (Jude 1:3). Even if God did not choose to deliver them, they would be
The Bible tells of those who stood in the face of error andaithful. Even if they perished, they would be faithful.
danger unflinchingly for God. The Bible also tells us of those | once saw a shirt that said “100% or Nothing.” At first |
who waffled and wavered and missed the great blessing thiked the idea of giving our total for God, but as | thought it
God wished for them to have. Daniel and his companionsver | realized that technically it gives a choice. It says “or.”
stand out in the Bible as a men of principle who would notFifty percent, forty percent, and even one percentis too much
conform to anyone or anything except to the image of Jesusr a Christian to relinquish. We cannot compromise.
Christ. Daniel did not believe in concession and compro Elijahis an example of someone who stood for God amid a
mise, but there were two other words he understoodnation steeped in compromise. The greatest example of
commitment and consecration. Daniel was committed to folsomeone who never yielded to compromise was Jesus. Jesus
low God. He had “purposed in his heart” (Daniel 1:8) that hewas so unwilling to compromise that he was willing to die
would do the right thing, no matter what happened. He wathe death of the cross. Jesus never compromised with
fully consecrated to God and to his service, and nothingcaiaphas nor any of the Jewish rulers.
would change his decision to fully follow God. When the JesusHimselfneverpurchasedpeaceby compomise
Median king, Darius, made a law forbidding prayer to any His heartoverflowedwith love for thewholehumarrace,
other than himself, we see Daniel’'s witness shining in awful pyt He was never indul-

brilliance: gentto their sins.He was
Now whenDanielknewthatthewriting wassigned he toomuchtheirfriendtore-
wentinto his house;and his windowsbeingopenin his main silent while they |
chambertoward Jerusalemhe kneeledupon his knees were pursuing a course |
threetimesa day, andprayed,andgavethanksbeforehis that would ruin their |%§

God, as he did aforetime. (Daniel 6:10) souls,—thesouls He had

Many might have thought of making a few concessions. Purchased with His own
They might have thoughtcan still pray, but | will pray with blood. He labored that
my windows shut; the Bible does not say your windows have manshouldbetrueto him-
to be openbut this would be making a concession. Also, all ~ self, trueto his higherand
the people around knew that Daniel prayed each day. If the eterna interest. The ser-
windows did not open, what would the people think? Was he vantsof Christ are called
praying behind the windows because of the king’s decree? Is to thesamework, andthey
his God weaker than the king’s decree? Or maybe worse yet, should beware lest, in
maybe he is not even praying. But Daniel wanted his witness seeking to prevent dis- Eluah was a man who
clear, he could not hide his witness under a bushel! The next cord, they surrender the would not compromise.
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truth. Theyareto “follow afterthethingswhichmakefor  among the professed people of God. Notice the words of

peace”(Romansl4:19); but real peacecanneverbese  Paul:

curedoy compromisingprinciple.Andnomancanbetrue Now we havereceived not the spirit of theworld, but

to principle without excitingopposition (The Desire of the spirit whichis of God that we mightknowthethings

Ages p. 356) that are freelygivento us of God Which thingsalsowe

Those who will not compromise will excite opposition.  SPeaknotin thewordswhichmariswisdomteachethbut
They will be charged with being stubborn and difficult ~Which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual
because they will not make concessions and compromise. things with spiritual. (1 Corinthians 2:12, 13)

There are two spirits. The spirit of the world and the Spirit
of God and this compromise with the spirit of the world
began evenin Paul's day and resulted in something the-Scrip
ture calls “the man of sin” (2 Thessalonians 2:3).

This compomisebetweenpaganismand Christianity

A Christianitythatis spiritual will be opposedby the
children of disobedienceBut JesusbadeHis disciples,
“Fearnotthemwhichkill thebody, butarenotableto kill
the soul.” Thosewho aretrue to God neednot fear the
powerof mennortheenmityof Satanln Christtheireter

nal life is secure.Their only fear should be lest they
surrenderthetruth, and thusbetraythe trust with which
God has honad them (Ibid.)

resultedn thedevelopmenof “the manof sin” foretoldin
prophecyas opposingand exalting himself aboveGod.
Thatgiganticsystemof falsereligion is a masterpiecef

Satans power—amonumenbf his effortsto seathimself
uponthethroneto ruletheearthaccordingo hiswill. (The
Great Controversy p. 50; all emphasissuppliedunless
otherwise noted)

Thousands were imprisoned and slain, but others
sprangup to fill their places.And thosewho were mar
tyredfor their faith weresecuredo Christandaccounted
of Him asconquerorsTheyhadfoughtthegoodfight, and
they were to receivethe crown of glory when Christ
shouldcome.Thesufferingswhich theyenduredirought
Christiansnearerto one anotherandto their Redeemer

Compromise in spiritual matters is a sin that has snared
many great men. Aaron was called, “the saint of tkoRD”
(Psalm 106:16) yet under pressure, he compromised and
made a golden calf (Exodus 32). He did not claim to accept a
new or strange god, for he said “to morrow is a feast to the
LoRrD [Yahweh]” (Exodus 32:5); however, Aaron compro
mised the way the true God was worshiped.

Solomon, “the wisest of the rulers” (1 Kings 3:5-12) and
thrice called “the beloved of his God,” “became a despot”
and “a slave of passion, and sacrificed his integrity to the

bewitching power of womanihe Signs ofthe Timeduly 1, Theirliving exampleanddyingtestimonywereaconstant

1903). witnessfor the truth; andwhereleastexpectedihe sub

Yes, the card of spiritual compromise has taken a fearful jectsof Satanvereleavinghisserviceandenlistingunder
toll upon God's people whenever it has been played. God’s the banner of Christltfid., p. 42)

word declares he is going to have a people who will notcom
promise. They are depicted in Revelation 14:4 as virgin§h
who profess a pure faith, but more than just profess, they liv
a faith so great that God can say, “And in their mouth wa eat them, join thente could not force his way in, so he got
found no guile: for they are without fault before the throne o the Christians to do his work for him. How could he do this?
God” (Revelation 14:5) These people live true to duty wheq_et us first notice Ephesians 4:

all the rest of the world has compromised their salvation
And he gavesome,apostlesandsome prophetsand

anway. . somegvangelistsandsome pastorandteacherskorthe

There will be two groups of people. Those who end Up e fectingpf thesaintsfor thework of theministry, for the
compromising everything that they have to try to SUVIVe, ¢ iying of thebodyof Christ:Till weall comein theunity
and those who will compromise nothing in moral matters! | ¢ hefaith, andof theknowledgeof theSonof God,untoa
have always been inspired by this gem: perfectman,untothe measuref thestatureof thefulness
of Christ. (Ephesians 41113)

Christ gave gifts to his church for the perfecting of the
saints. As the truth is taught about the faith and specifically
about “the knowledge of the Son of God,” the saints come
into perfection. Satan would now work to corrupt the faith of
the believers, and there would be no better place to do this

Beloved we expect to see compromise in the apostai@an within the church.
churches but not among God's professed people. But per Satartherefordaid his plansto warmoresuccessfully
haps if we understand why the apostate churches againsthegovernmenbf Godby plantinghis bannerin
compromise we can more easily see what is happening todaythe Christianchurch.If the followers of Christcould be

Satan tried to war against the people of God but as the
artyrs died, their blood was like seed to raise up new
Believers. Satan, therefore, took the approdfchou cant

Thegreatestvantof theworldisthewantof men—men
who will notbe boughtor sold, menwho in theirinmost
soulsaretrueandhonestmenwho do notfearto call sin
by its right name menwhoseconsciencés astrueto duty
astheneedleo thepole,menwhowill standfor theright
though the heavens falE@ucation p. 57)
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deceivedandled to displeaseGod, thentheir strength, darkness, righteousness no fellowship with

fortitude,andfirmnesswvouldfail, andtheywouldfall an unrighteousnessli{ Heavenly Place. 260)

easy prey If we have the spirit of the world, we cannot know the things
Thegreat adversary now endeavoredtogainby arti-  of God. The spirit of the world and the spirit of Christ are not

fice what he had failed to secure by force. Persecution  compatible. John writes in his first epistle:

ceased, and inits stead were substituted the dangerousal- Theyareof theworld: thereforespeakthey of theworld,
lurements of temporal prosperity and worldly honor. andtheworld hearettthem.We areof God:hethatknoweth
Idolaters were led to receive apart of the Christian faith, Godhearettus; hethatis notof Godhearetmotus.Hereby

whilethey rejected other essential truths. They professed knowwe the spirit of truth, and the spirit of error. (1 John
to accept Jesus as the Son of God and to believe in His 4:5, 6)

death and resurrection, but they had no conviction of sin
and felt no need of repentance or of a
change of heart. With some concessions
on their part they proposed that Chris-
tians should make concessions, that all
might unite on the platform of belief in
Christ. (The Great Controversy, p. 42)

Today the man of sin is as pagan
paganism can be because“ebme con
cessions.Remember what we read in
Corinthians earlier?

Wehavereceivednotthespirit ofthe
world, but the spirit which is of God
that we mightknowthe thingsthat are
freelygivento usof God (1 Corinthians
2:12). /
Paulis saying that those who receive tf*

spirit of the world cannot know the things

John teaches us that those who conform to
the world will not be able to discern truth from
error. The vital ability to discern truth from
§ error depends upon our staying apart from the
il world. Paul also helps us when he writes:

And benotconformedo thisworld: butbe
yetransformedy therenewingof yourmind,
that ye mayprovewhatis thatgood,andac
ceptable and perfect,will of God. (Romans
12:2)

The Greek word translategrove is from
the root worddokimazoand it means to try, to
examine or to discern. Beloved, if we are
molded by the world, we will not be able to
prove or discern the will of God. The NIV
says, “Then you will be able to test and
approve what God's will is.” From these texts
we see an important and sound principle of

Uncompromising people

of God, for the world and the spirit are ™™ _ = " > = Scripture—separation from the world is man-
never in agreement and can never arrive at datory if we are to discern God’s word.
the same conclusions. Good and evil are not compatible Jesus gives us another important principle in being able to
and never can be. We are told: discern God’s will. He says:
Beyenotunequallyyokedtogethemwith unbelievers: If any manwill do hiswill, heshall know of thedoctrine,
for what fellowship hath righteousnessvith unrigh- whether it be of God, or whether | speak of myself. (John
teousness? and what communion hath light with 7:17)
darknessAnd whatconcordhathChristwith Belial?or Jesus declares that one must “do his [God’s] will” in order to

what part hath he that believethwith aninfidel? And  recognize that Christ's doctrine is true. What does it mean to do
whatagreemenhaththetempleof Godwith idols?for  his will? John wrote:

ye arethetempleof theliving God;asGodhathsaid,|
will dwellin them,andwalk in them;and! will betheir
God,andtheyshallbemy people Whereforecomeout
from amongthem,andbe ye separatesaiththe Lord,
andtouchnottheunclearthing; andl will receiveyou,

Love not the world, neither the things that are in the
world. If anymanlovetheworld, theloveof theFatheiis not
in him. Forall thatis in theworld, thelust of theflesh,and
thelustof theeyesandtheprideof life, is notof theFather
: butis of theworld. And theworld passettaway andthelust
223 (ﬁﬂg?}f;i;éﬂﬁrtlrj]r;tfgrc;ul&?rﬂ?gyri;hélI(t;grril:]);hsig?; thereof:but he thatdoeththe will of God abidethfor ever
6:14-18) (2 John 2:15-17)
. It is certainly not hard to miss what John is saying. The one
Good and evil have no agreement, and we are 10 leavgh, does God's will does NOT love the world or the things of
the spirit of the world so we can partake of the spirit ofjhe \world. There is no room for compromise! This cause and
Christ. We cannot have both. effect relationship is supported by the testimony of Jesus.

Goodandevil neverharmonize. Betweenlight and Themindsof manyhavebeensodarkenedandconfused
darknesgherecanbeno compromiseTruthis light re- by worldly customsworldly practicesandworldly influ-
vealed;erroris darknessLight hasno fellowship with encesthat all power to discriminate betweenlight and
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darknesstruth and error, seemsiestoyed (Testimonies
for the Chuch, vol. 5, p. 62)

We can be sure of this, beloved. Worldly compromise will
always be followed by doctrinal impurity. These two will be

Good and evil never harmonize. Betweq|n
light and darkness there can be no
compromise.

companions in almost every instance, standing side-by-sid&s

The “new theology” that is becoming rampant in the church
is nearly always accompanied by an entrance of worldliness.
This compromise with the world and with the doctrines of
the Bible will reap aterrible harvest. The prophet Hosea said
to Israel, “For they have sown the wind, and they shall reap
the whirlwind” (Hosea 8:7).

Let me now share with you five well-known statements
from the Spirit of Prophecy, and please notice that in each
case, Ellen White says apostasy is the result of “conforming”
to the world, or “uniting” with the world.

selvedeforeGodandpurifying theirsoulsby obeyingthe
truththesearereceivingtheheavenlymold andpreparing
for the seal of God in their foreheadkid. p. 216)

As the storm approaches, a large class who have pro-
fessed faith in the third angel’s message, but have not been
sanctified through obedienceto thetruth, abandon their po-
sition and join the ranks of the opposition. By uniting with
theworld and partaking of itsspirit, they havecometoview
matters in nearly the same light; and when the test is

Old Paths

Thetimeis notfar distantwhenthetestwill cometo ev-
erysoul.Theobservancef thefalsesabbatiwill beurged
uponus.Theconteswill bebetweerthecommandments
of Godandthe commandmentsf men.Thosewho have
yieldedstepby stepto worldly demandsndconformedo
worldly customswill thenyield to the powersthat be,
ratherthansubjectthemselveso derision,insult, threat
enedimprisonmentanddeath At thattime the gold will
beseparateffomthedross.Truegodlinesswill beclearly
distinguishedromtheappearancandtinselof it. Manya
starthatwehaveadmiredfor its brilliance will thengoout
in darknessThosewho haveassumedhe ornamentsof
thesanctuarybutarenotclothedwith Christsrighteous
ness, will then appear in the shame of their own
nakednessRrophets and Kinggp. 188)

| would saythatwe areliving in amostsolemntime.In
thelastvisiongivenme,l wasshownthestartlingfactthat
butasmallportionof thosewhonow profesghetruthwill
be sanctifiedby it andbe saved Manywill getabovethe
simplicity of the work. Theywill conformto the world,
cherishidols, andbecomespiritually dead.(Testimonies
for the Chuch, vol. 1, pp. 608, 609)

The work which the church has failed to do in atime of
peaceand prosperity shewill havetodoinaterriblecrisisun-
der most discouraging, forbidding circumstances. The
warnings that worldly conformity has silenced or withheld
must be given under the fiercest opposition from enemies of
thefaith. And at that time the superficial, conservative class,
whose influence has steadily retarded the progress of the
work, will renounce the faith and take thelir stand with its
avowed enemies, toward whom their sympathies have long
been tending. These apostates will then manifest the most
bitter enmity, doing al in their power to oppressand malign
their former brethren and to exciteindignation against them.
Thisday isjust before us. (1bid., val. 5, p. 463)

Thosewho areuniting with theworld are receivingthe
worldly mold and preparingfor the mark of the beast.
Thosewhoaredistrustfulof self,whoarehumblingthem

-20 -

brought, they are prepared to choose the easy, popular side.
Men of talent and pleasing address, who once rejoiced in
thetruth, employ their powersto deceiveand mislead souls.
They becomethe most bitter enemies of their former breth-
ren. When Sabbathkeepers are brought before the courtsto
answer for their faith, these apostates are the most efficient
agents of Satan to misrepresent and accuse them, and by
false reports and insinuations to stir up the rulers against
them. (The Great Controversy, p. 608)

One of the most shocking elements of these statements is
thatitis the “many,” the “large class,” that abandon the truth
and faith. In fact, Ellen White says that “the majority” will
finally give up the truth.

To standn defensef truthandrighteousneswhenthe
majority forsakeus, to fight the battlesof the Lord when
championsarefew—thiswill beourtest.At thistimewe
mustgatherwarmthfrom the coldnes®f others,courage
fromtheircowardiceandloyalty fromtheirtreason(Tes
timonies for the Chuh, vol. 5, p. 136)

We could discuss specific compromises that have been
made in the areas of doctrine and worship within the church,
but if we fail to realize that these compromises have, to a
greatdegree, been introduced by the spirit of the world, then
we have not been able to understand one of the grettof
the problem. Our conformity to the world in our dress, with
its revealing styles and rebellious spirit; our liberal education
philosophies; our health work, now molded and patterned
after the world; all have an effect, and inspiration declares
this so, whether we agree or not.

Beloved, we must cease our love with the world and walk
away from her and have no fellowship with that which is
antithesis to the Spirit of God. Today, when reforms and-stan
dards are mentioned, the cry of legalism can be heard loud
and clear. While the motive for reform or adherence to-stan
dards must be our love for Christ, we cannot afford to ignore
the fact that as we lower our standards and allow the world to
comein, we will lose our ability to discern spiritual matters.

Allen Stump
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Y O UHS C(]n e I'—Mi ssAhn, the Teatier Who Would Nat Corpromise

“Miss Ahn, Miss Ahn, where are you?” Clickity-clack came whispering; there was no slouching. The Japanese rulers
the sound of the heels of the principal as she moved towandere present, and no one wanted to get in trouble with them
Miss Ahn’s schoolroom. She was looking for Miss Ahn.  because they knew what it would mean, and Miss Ahn knew
Miss Ahn was in her classroom, looking out the windowwhat it would mean. Many Christians had already been
over the school yard where all the students had gathereafrested and harmed and badly treated under the Japanese
because it was the first of the month. In Korea during theule—missionaries, preachers, deacons—it didn’'t matter. If
1930s, the Japanese were in control, and they had order#étey did not worship at the shrine, they were arrested.
that on the first day of every month everyone was to go to a As she had made her way up the mountain, Miss Ahn
shrine and worship Amaterasu Omikami, the sun goddesprayed. She wanted to do what was right, but she felt weak.
Miss Ahn was a Christian and her school was a ChristiaWhen they reached the shrine, everyone got into place. The
school for girls. The principal was a Christian, and most oflapanese leader said loudly, “Attention!” and everybody
the students were Christians, but since the government hatbod taller. Each student was in line with the person in front

ordered everyone, school studen
included, to go up the mountain an
worship at the shrine for Omikami in the
woods, the students and teachers wg
preparing to go.

“Miss Ahn, where are you?” the sount
of the heels grew closer. The principd
was checking the classrooms for stude
who were trying to hide to keep fro
going to the shrine, and the teachers weg
checking the bathrooms, but the princips
was especially looking for Miss Ah
because she had notyet gone to the sch
yard.

The principal came into her room
“Well, there you are Miss Ahn. Don’t you

of him or her; all the rows were straight.
Every foot was placed correctly. Then the
order came for them to bow before the
goddess. They were to bow deeply, from
the waist, and everyone did.
Everyone...except Miss Ahn. She stood
straight and looked to heaven. She knew
her doom now was set. She knew she
would be arrested, probably as soon as
she made her way down to the school.
She knew intellectually, as she walked
down the mountain, that she had done the
right thing, but her stomach still quivered
and her legs still shook. She recalled the
promise in Matthew, “But when they
deliver you up, take no thought how or

know it is the first of the month?” Of
course, she knew. “We must go, and

what ye shall speak: for it shall be given
you in that same hour what ye shall
know you don’t want to go. | don't want speak” (Matthew 10:19) and that gave her
to go. I'm a Christian, the teachers are all courage. By the time she returned to the
Christians, most of the students are Christians, and none of gshool, four Japanese detectives were waiting for her. They
want to go, but we have to go. If we don't, they will close ourarrested her, escorted her to the police office, and led her into
school. Will you please come, Miss Ahn?” a room to be questioned by the officer in charge. She took a
When Miss Ahn didn’t say anything, she wenton, “You areseat, and they closed the door.
being very selfish, Miss Ahn. You are putting your ideas and The man at the desk was fuming; his eyes glared at Miss
what you want above what the school needs. We need to sté&hn. “Who do you think you are, you foolish woman?! Do
open and after all, we know in spirit we are not worshipingyou think you can defy us?! Do you know what we can do to
this goddess.” you?”
Miss Ahn sighed and said, “Alright, I'll go.” And out the  Of course, Miss Ahn knew. She had heard many stories
door she went. about what happened to prisoners. She sat there quivering
The principal followed her and said, “And you will and praying, and then the phone rang.
worship, won’t you, Miss Ahn?” The officer picked up the phone, and said in a differenttone
Miss Ahn did not say anything. She just went down theofvoice, “Yes, sir...Yes, sir...YES, sir.” Then he hung up and
stairs and out to the school yard. All the students saw her artdrned around in his chair to the file cabinet behind him. Miss
some began to whisper, “Miss Ahn is coming! Surely theAhn could see that his hands were shaking as he fumbled
Lord will take care of us now.” through the files, looking for the right one. Finally, he pulled
As soon as Miss Ahn found her place with her studentsit out...and he left!
they all started up the mountain to the shrine. The students And Miss Ahnthought, | can leave, too! So, she gotup, and
from seven other schools had already gathered, and Mishe left! She tried to walk normally through the outer office,
Ahn’s school was the last to arrive. She had made everyortbough her legs felt like jelly, but as soon as she got past that
else wait. The school children were all lined up in carefuloffice, she started to run. She ran all the way home. Through
rows. Everyone stood in perfect alignment. There was nthe streets she went; she didn't care who was looking at her.

A representation of
Amaterasu Omikami
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She just ran, for she knew every policeman would soon beery long, as it was too dangerous for both of them, so she
looking for her. She had been praying in the office for God tacalled her sister and made arrangements to live with her.

help her and then this door of opportunity opened up to her, so Miss Ahn had to take another train to reach her sister’s
she ranright through it! But when she got home, the gate wasome in Jung Joo at the foot of a series of mountains, and she
locked. She banged and banged on it, and her mother camgd to go at night because the police were less likely to be on
running out with bare feet. The mother started to cry and saithoard at night. When she arrived at Jung Joo, her sister waited
“We've been praying for you. Come in, come in!” inthe shadow of a building while a servant met Miss Ahn, and

Once inside, Miss Ahn told her mother all that hadthen they quietly walked home where her mother was already
happened, and her mother said, “You must leavavaiting for her.

immediately.” So Miss Ahn rubbed ashes onto her face and aAg long as she avoided contact with the neighbors, Miss
hands so that she looked liked she had worked outside all daxnn did well at her sister’s home, but she knew she could not
She put on some old peasant clothes and old shoes that wejigy there very long either. The neighbors were curious. So,
typical for poor people to wear. Her mother wrapped som@he and her mother looked for a place of their own further out
clean clothes and her Bible in a piece of cloth, and out thé the country and found a nice little thatched hut that no one
door Miss Ahn went. She went to the train station. One traifyanted—its previous owner and his son had both died of
was ready to pull out. It was a freight train, full of freight cars, tyberculosis in this home, so everyone was afraid of living in
but the last car was a passenger car. Miss Ahn slipped in{g |n fact, they stayed away from it completely. It was perfect
that car, found a seat by herself, and prayed that no policemagr Miss Ahn and her mother, but first the hut had to be
would board while she was in the car. No policemen boardeghoroughly scrubbed, re-walled, and re-floored before they
atthe same time as Miss Ahn, but this particular train stoppegouid move in.

atevery station onthe way to Shin Ei Joo. Every timethetrain .. Ann knew that she and her mother were safe here. at

puII_Ie(_j int?l adstation, Miﬁs Ahn tered ;Jf_p anc'IAdidhnot r("'tla)feast for a while. Every evening after dark, her sister brought
until it pulled away without a police officer. As the train o foaq for the next day, and this is how they lived. During
see-sawed its way to Shin Ei Joo, Miss Ahn looked througll»pfle day, Miss Ahn memorized passages of Scripture and

the window to the starry sky above: ltwas the same p_eacef mns because she knew that one day she would be arrested,
serene sky she had looked at the night before, but tonight w less God intervened, and she wanted to be able to sing

different. She was a fugitive, and she wondered if anyone uﬂ%mns and repeat the word of God. She also enjoyed being

in the starry heavens was aware of what she was doing. SRgie in nature—a lively stream bubbled nearby and the
knew God and Jesus were, but even so, she felt so all alonS’eauty of the forest was not far away

he di k hat t . . - .
S If.dlf: n(:r': :OWW a.t oddotnse;]q Ei J d Miss Ah One day she noticed an unfamiliar lady slowly walking

i Lrlady R N ra'?) arrlvhe a dm : doo, an klss n'[hrough their little village. Right away, Miss Ahn became
alnghted. Remember, She was dressed as a WOrker Womaly, ; o -5;se she knew word had to have been getting out that

Her face and hands were dirty. She thought the bathroo e
: e was a wanted person. She wondered if this person were a
would be the best place to spend the rest of the night, but y who was looking for anything unusual. Miss Ahn went

vxfas C?Icir?e(ﬁluﬁe;hﬁ br?Lhr%OT Wr?j n\c/)t Efﬁted'hsi?\'; Ei Jor I%m(—:‘ and told her mother and they decided to stay close to
close 1o the Manchurian border, and even thoug as €ayome, but they eventually learned that this person was Mrs.

spring at this time, the temperature at night was still Verthang. Mrs. Chang was a Christian who had belonged to a

decided she would have to move out into the lobby where | nd placed in the foyer. All each person arriving at church had

Y;}'?OS ﬁé':tlcefg;irgg{hgge;’\r'%sg]eeorlll;g arsl dbzsst nggogld%r%r??ﬁt% do was to bow at the shrine in worship before proceeding
: ’ u pot away 6n with their own church service. They could go into their

rest of the people and prayed that God would protect heEhurch and worship any way they pleased, as long as they
Before she fell asleep, she remembered she knewsomeonqip%t bowed at the shrine. Some people di’d this. but Mrs

Shin Ei Joo! One of her former students lived here! In th hang could not. She said she could never deny her Lord in
morning she called Kyung, who came for her right away an hat way, and so she left and became a fugitive in the

took her back to her.chtrm home. i mountains. She was all alone, going from place to place. She

Kyung was a Christian, and Miss Ahn asked what wasyent into the little, poor villages of the mountains, and there
happening to the Christians in Shin Ei Joo. Were thee to]d the people about her heavenly Father and his gift of
Christians remaining faithful to God or were tbey Jesus Christ and the opportunity each one has to be a son or
worshipping at the Japanese shrines? Kyung said, “Wellayghter of God. The poor villagers had never heard such
some have fled, and some are worshipping.” things before—Mrs. Chang had become an evangelist!

“What are you doing Kyung?” However, the villagers were very poor, and Mrs. Chang had

“Well, I have stopped going to church, butin my heartl amno way of purchasing food. She had no money. She only
still a Christian.” Remember this for later—Kyung stoppedcould eat what they could share with her and that was only
going to church because of the persecution against thence a day. However, Mrs. Chang was strong and of good
Christians. Miss Ahn realized she could not stay with Kyungcourage.

cold. Each tear drop seemed to freeze on her cheek, s0 5 firistian church when a shrine was brought into the church
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She said, “I wish you could have been with me in thesomething to stay in, and | wish you could meet the people |
mountains! You would have heard believers deep in théave metin the caves and in the woods. We don’t have much
mountains praying and singing to our heavenly Father. Yofood. We have to dig roots of the mountain plants, and that is
could have visited the caves with me where the pastors anglhat we eat; and we drink the water from the streams, but we
evangelists and the deacons and believers all gathered. Suaie strong! And we are swift! And we can go! It is because
faith! Their faces glowed with love for God. It didn’t matter God strengthens us.”
that they were in a cave or that they were hiding in the woods
or that they had to move constantly for fear of arrest. | had Boys and girls, we don'tknow where we will be tomorrow,
such a rich blessing just to be with them.” And just visiting next week, or next year, and a time may come when we have
with Mrs. Chang strengthened Miss Ahn and her mother. only bread to eat and water to drink, but God will strengthen

It was not too long after meeting Mrs. Chang that a soft andis! At that time we may be skinny and our clothes may be
gentle, but firm, knock after dark on their door awakenedhreadbare, but that won’t matter, if God is with us; for we
them. Who could it be? Were they in danger? Miss Ahn'swill have all heaven as our helper, and this will make us
mother went with a candle to the door and said, “Who'goyful. God will help us, just like he helped Miss Ahn, Mrs,

there?” Chang, and Deacon Lee.
In a quiet, but husky, whisper, she heard, “It's Deacon Lee. o
Mrs. Chang sent me.” Do you remember there was something in our story to be

Well, they quickly opened the door and let Deacon Lee infémembered? The principal of Miss Ahn's school—was she
He was in threadbare and tattered clothes. His beard was lofg@!ly @ Christian or only a Christian in name? Jesus says that

_ and before the angels in heaven, and Jesus will never deny a

true Christian. Remember Kyung? She stopped going to
church and didn't flee, so was she worshiping at the idol
shrine? Miss Ahn could not stay with Kyung because it was
not safe for Miss Ahn, for if someone will betray God and
Jesus, he or she will also betray you. You can never find
safety among those who will compromise their faith. You will
only be safe in Jesus Christ and with his disciples who fully
follow him.

Onycha Holt
e NG YRS

“The Faith of Jesus” continueddm page 5

indulged thefaith of Jesuss notin theheart(TheReview
and Herald March 6, 1888)

Thatched-roof homes of a Korean village at the The person who is full of self has no room for Jesus or
base of the mountains heart-felt need for Jesus, or to have faith. Those who know
their poverty of spirit, who know they need to look outside of
and they had no means of grooming themselves or adnd beyond themselves, can look to Jesus. As we depend
replacing worn-out clothing. They could not even buy food,upon Jesus and trust in him, he will, by faith, come into our
and Deacon Lee was so hungry. He said, “It's been a longves, and work out his perfect faith in us.

time since | have eaten. Sometimes | go a week without |fyqy feel your faith is challenged today, that is okay. God
food. _ allows everyone’s faith to be challenged. Jimmy Evans once
So, they did what | am sure you would have done—theygiq “God put giants in the Promised Land to keep unbeliev
brought out all the food that Miss Ahn’s sister had broughies out.” Our faith will be tried, but as we trust in Jesus and
them for the next day. live by his word depending upon his strength and power we

Miss Ahn said later, “I wish you could have seen him eat 5re promised to be “more than conquerors through him that
He just ate...and ate...and ate!” And all the food was gone,gyed us” (Romans 8:37).

but that was okay because Deacon Lee loved God, and he WaSr1o same power that lived a perfect life 2000 years ago is

in great need. still alive today. Jesus says: “I am he that liveth, and was

. Deacon Lee later told them, I Ieft_ my church and mydead; and, behold, | am alive for evermore, Amen; and have
village two years ago. In the summer it is better because tt}

woods offer protection and it is warmer, but in the winter it is e keys of hell and of death” (Revelation 1:18).
very cold and that is the hardest time for me. | find a cave or Allen Stump
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l alleviation of the pain and swelling of arthritis, and to treat
K I tC h e n H e rbs stomach problems.

Most of the bay leaves available in the United States are
T h e B a Le af grown in Turkey, and all are picked and dried from the bay
y laurel tree, a densely-leafed evergreen. When purchasing
bay leaves, look for leaves that are green in color—the
Itis hard to believe that using a few bay leaves in cooking cadarker the color and the larger the leaf the better.
contribute to your health, in addition to taste, butitdoes. Bay Here are some ways to include more bay leaves in your
leaves are usually added to foods for the flavor they impargooking: Add a leaf or two to the water when boiling carrots,
but recent research in Korea has placed bay leaves at the tpptatoes, or pasta; add bay leaves to simmering tomato
of 120 spices, herbs, and vegetables that were tested for theauces, even when you are heating up commercial pasta
antioxidant power. The unassuming bay leafis stronger in itsauce; add bay leaves to lentils and soups as they cook. Bay
ability to reduce oxidation than is vitamin C and than are théeaves pair well with basil, cumin, garlic, onion, oregano,
synthetic antioxidants BHA and BHT which are routinely parsley, rosemary, sage, and thyme.
added as preservatives in processed foods. In addition, bayOne word of caution, however. Always remove bay leaves
leaves may be particularly effective against type 2 diabete®efore serving. Mistakenly swallowing a bay leaf can
as noted by this report: obstruct, and even puncture, the intestine.

Onycha Holt
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Bay leaves

“lurge our people to make it their lifework to seek for spiritu
“Ateam of researchers (led by Richard Anderson, PhD, @jity. Christ s at the door. This is why | say to our people, ‘Do
scientist at the Beltsville Human Nutrition Research Laboranot consider it a privation when you are called to leave the
tory ofthe US Department of Agriculture, who is an expertingities and move out into the country places. Here there await
natural treatments for type 2 diabetes) studied 40 people witfich blessings for those who will grasp them. By beholding
the disease, dividing them into four groups. the scenes of nature, the works of the Creator, by studying

“Three of the groups took bay leaf supplements—eithef30d’s handiwork, imperceptibly you will be changed into
one, two, or three grams a day. Another group took a placeb#1e same image."Selected Messagesl. 2, p. 356)

“After one month, the bay leaf groups had big drops in .
blood sugar levels—up to 26 percent. But that's not all. They?ld Pathsis a free monthly newsletter/study-paper pub
also had a 32 to 40 percent drop in ‘bad’artery-clogging LDLIiShed by Smyrna Gospel Ministries, HC 64 Box 128-B,
cholesterol, a 20 to 29 percent rise in ‘good’ artery—cleaninq\/eICh’ WV 24801-9606 U. S. A. The paper is dedicated to
HDL cholesterol, and a 25 to 34 percent drop intriglyceridest€ Propagation and restoration of the principles of truth
another heart-harming blood fat. Meanwhile, the placebdat God gave to the early Seventh-day Adventist pioneers.

group had no changes in any of those parameters” (Bharat Buplication is not only permitted, but strongly encouraged
Aggarwal,Healing Spicesp. 43) This issue, with other gospel literature we publish, can be

_ ~ found at our web sites. The urls are: http://www.smyrna.org
Research has also shown that bay leaf fights bacteria arghd http://www.presenttruth.info. Phone: (304) 732-9204.
has a strong effect d&. coli, SalmonellaandListeria(allof  Fax: (304) 732-7322.

which can cause food poisoning) and that bay leaf oil can
slow or kill the SARS virus. Bay leaves or bay leaf oil hasEditor.............. Allen Stump— editor@smyrna.org
been used traditionally as a mosquito repellant, for thé\ssociate Editor . ... OnychaHolt—onycha@smyrna.org
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