
Old Paths
Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for
the old paths, where is the good way, and
walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your 
souls.  Jer e miah 6:16

The se cret of the LORD is with them that
fear  Him;  and  He  will  show  them  His
cov e nant. Psalm 25:14
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The Love that Overcomes the Mark of the Beast
by Colin A. Gyles

God’s Sus taining Grace
God loves us more than any one is ca pa ble of imag -

in ing. When God saw that you and I would cling to the 
de struc tive moral dis ease of sin and per ish with it, He
sac ri ficed His only Son, Je sus who will ingly de -
graded Him self so as to en able us to cut loose from the 
be witch ing in flu ence of sin.

Sin is re bel lion against the au thor ity of God. When
we dis obey what God says, we au to mat i cally be come
mu ti neers in the uni verse which is gov erned and har -
mo ni ously co-ordinated by God. In ad di tion, we
choose to dis con nect our selves from the source which 
keeps us alive be cause in Him “We live, and move,
and have our be ing.” (Acts 17:28) Even though we re -
bel against Him and in so do ing ex press our de sire to
be cut off from His sus tain ing grace, He still con tin ues 
to faith fully sus tain us. What a mer ci ful God! One
may ask, what are the rea sons for such un re lent ing
good ness? There are at least two  rea sons. First, such
is the very na ture of God’s char ac ter. He is “mer ci ful
and gra cious, long suf fer ing, and abun dant in good -
ness and truth.” (Ex o dus 34:6) Second, He knows that 
we are ig no rant and do not fully un der stand the im pli -
ca tions of our de ci sion when we choose to re ject Him,
so He con tin ues to sus tain us while He tries to help us
un der stand so that we can re pent. His arms are wide
open, ready to for give us and re in state us as though we 
had never re belled. Through the grace of Christ, He
also makes avail able the power to keep us from re -
peat ing and con tin u ing the pro cess of re bel lion.

Limited Pro ba tion ary Time
A lim ited pe riod of time is given to each in di vid ual

to cast his/her lot. Based on the choices that we make
dur ing our pro ba tion ary life-span, an as sess ment

(judg ment) will be made by Christ as to whether our
de ci sion is to con tinue in re bel lion and cut our selves
from off God’s sus te nance or to sub mit to His laws
and au thor ity which gov ern the uni verse and ac cept
His sus tain ing grace. God has given us the free dom to
choose and He re spects our choice. He will not im pose 
Him self on any of us be yond our wish, and keep sus -
tain ing us through out eter nity, when we con sciously
make up our minds to re ject Him, His au thor ity and His 
power, by which our lives are sus tained.

It is not only for the in di vid ual that a lim ited pro ba -
tion ary pe riod is given, but also for the en tire hu man
race in this pres ent world or der. The Bi ble in di cates
that the time will come when the wheat and the tares
will have come to full ma tu rity (Mat thew 13:24-30,
36-43), when there will be a sharp dis tinc tion be tween 
those who love God and those who are re bel lious.
Those who love God will sub mit to His righ teous and
per fect laws which gov ern the uni verse while those
who are re bel lious, if al lowed, will con tin u ally
destabilize the uni verse un til the can cer of their re bel -
lion over runs and de stroys the it.

Sec ond Com ing Of Christ
At that time when all will have fully ma tured in ei -

ther sub mis sion to God or re bel lion against Him,
Je sus will re turn to the earth as was prom ised (Acts
1:11). This time, not as a babe, but “the Son of man
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shall come in the glory of His Fa ther with His an gels:
and then He shall re ward ev ery man ac cord ing to his
works.” (Mat thew 16: 27)

In de scrib ing this event which marks the end of this
pres ent world or der, the Bi ble por trays Christ as rid -
ing out of heaven seated on a white horse (Rev e la tion
19:11) “and the ar mies which were in heaven fol -
lowed Him upon white horses” (Rev e la tion 19:14)
“and He hath on His ves ture and on His thigh a name
writ ten, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF
LORDS.” (Rev e la tion 19:16)

In this sce nario is also de scribed the re bel lious ones
and how they are af fected by Christ’s sec ond com ing.
A char ac ter is tic fea ture that is com mon to those re bel -
lious ones who are yet alive at that time is that they
have the mark of the beast and are in com pany with
the beast him self.

And I saw the beast and the kings of the earth, and
their ar mies, gath ered to gether to make war against him
that sat on the horse, and against his army.

And the beast was taken, and with him the false
prophet that wrought mir a cles be fore him, with which
he de ceived them that had re ceived the mark of the
beast, and them that wor shipped his im age. These both
were cast alive into a lake of fire burn ing with brim -
stone.

And the rem nant were slain with the sword of him that 
sat upon the horse. (Rev e la tion 19:19-21)

The mark of the beast will be a sig nif i cant dis tin -
guish ing fea ture be tween the righ teous and the
re bel lious im me di ately be fore the cli max, and is also
ev i dent in the de scrip tion that is given of those who
will be righ teous at that time. They are de scribed as
those who gain the vic tory over the beast, his im age
and over his mark.

And I saw as it were a sea of glass min gled with fire:
and them that had got ten vic tory over the beast, and over 
his im age, and over his mark, and over the num ber of his
name, stand on the sea of glass, hav ing the harps of God.
And they sing the song of Mo ses the ser vant of God, and
the song of the Lamb, say ing, Great and mar vel lous are
thy works, Lord God Al mighty; just and true are thy
ways, thou king of saints. (Rev e la tion 15:2, 3)

The Mark Of The Beast
God is a rea son able, in tel li gent and ra tio nal Be ing

who does not just ar bi trarily hold a dis taste for some
mys te ri ous se cret num ber or mark and pun ish un sus -
pect ing peo ple who do not even know that they
pos sess this mys te ri ous curse, as some per sons think.

The mark of the beast em bod ies a prin ci ple which in -
her ently con tra venes the laws of God which gov ern
the uni verse, otherwise it would not be sin.

The warn ing that God is sues against re ceiv ing the
mark of the beast is the stern est in the en tire Bi ble, but
along with that warn ing He states un am big u ously the
dis tin guish ing char ac ter is tic be tween those who re -
ceive the mark and those who do not. His words are as
fol lows:

If any man wor ship the beast and his im age, and re -
ceive his mark in his fore head, or in his hand, the same
shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God which is
poured out with out mix ture into the cup of his in dig na -
tion. Here is the pa tience of the saints: here are they that
keep the com mand ments of God, and the faith of Je sus.
(Rev e la tion 14:9, 10, 12)

Those who do not re ceive the mark of the beast are
dis tin guished by the fact that they keep the com mand -
ments of God. Hence, the mark of the beast is a breach
of at least one of God’s com mand ments. James 2:10
states that “who so ever shall keep the whole law, and
yet of fend in one point, he is guilty of all. This point
should be noted care fully be cause it gives a very sig -
nif i cant clue as to what is the mark of the beast. It
in volves break ing at least one of God’s com mand -
ments.

Forced Con for mity
A sec ond char ac ter is tic of the mark of the beast is

that it is a mark of con for mity. This is ev i dent from
what the Bi ble says about the beast, the mark and the
way in which the world will be af fected by them.
Speaking of the beast, the Bi ble says:

And all the world won dered af ter the beast. And they
wor shipped the beast, say ing, Who is like unto the
beast? Who is able to make war with him? … All that
dwell upon the earth shall wor ship him, whose names
are not writ ten in the book of life. (Rev e la tion 13:3, 4, 8)

The Bi ble fur ther in di cates that a super power in the
world will ap ply co er cive mea sures in an at tempt to
force the en tire world to wor ship the beast and re ceive
his mark. With ref er ence to that super power, the Bi -
ble says it shall:

… cause that as many as would not wor ship the im age 
of the beast should be killed. And he causeth all, both
small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to re ceive
a mark in their right hand, or in their fore heads: And that
no man might buy or sell save he that had the mark, or
the name of the beast, or the num ber of his name” (Rev e -
la tion 13:15-17)
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Char ac ter is tics of the Mark
We have two (2) very spe cific char ac ter is tics of the

mark of the beast that will en able us to iden tify this
mark against which God ut ters such stern warn ing.
We will list these char ac ter is tics for em pha sis.

Ø 1. The re cep tion of the mark of the beast is an act
which in volves break ing at least one of God’s
com mand ments (this means that re cep tion of the
mark in the fore head or the hand re lates to an act
that in di vid u als per form based on ei ther in tel lec -
tual as sent and per sua sion (fore head) or the 
ex pe di ency  and  con ve nience  of cir cum stances
(hand).

Ø 2. The mark of the beast is an in sti tu tion that
involves pop u lar con for mity world-wide. (Even -
tually, co er cive mea sures will be em ployed in an
at tempt to force the en tire world to con form to it.)

The Com mand ment In volved
In or der to iden tify what is the mark of the beast, we

will first iden tify the par tic u lar com mand ment of God 
that is breached by the ac cep tance of that mark. There
is re ally only one com mand ment given by God that is
breached in a man ner that ex actly fits both of the
above spec i fi ca tions. It is a com mand ment that is gen -
er ally con sid ered not nec es sary to be kept, even
though there is no state ment in the Bi ble that says it
should no lon ger be kept. Also, it is one that is widely
dis re garded by many sim ply be cause it does not suit
their cir cum stances and con ve nience to keep it. In ter -
est ingly, this same com mand ment is the only one that
has in its place an ob ser vance to which the world pop -
u larly con forms, and con sid ers it a sa cred duty,
without any spe cific state ment in the Bi ble that says it
is nec es sary to so con form.

This com mand ment is the fourth of the Ten Com -
mand ments, which re quires the ob ser vance of the
sev enth-day Sab bath. It is ap pre ci ated that many per -
sons con sci en tiously be lieve it is not nec es sary to
keep this com mand ment and they have their rea sons.
It is also ap pre ci ated that many per sons con sci en -
tiously ob serve Sunday, the first day of the week, as a
re li gious duty and they also have their rea sons. Each
per son is en ti tled to be lieve and prac tice what ever
he/she is per suaded of, and this dis cus sion does not
in any way ne gate that. How ever, per tain ing to the
sub ject that is now be ing con sid ered, we can es tab -
lish a few facts that the av er age rea son able per son
will ac knowl edge:

Ø 1. There is no state ment any where in the Bi ble that 
says the sev enth-day Sab bath should no lon ger be
ob served.

Ø 2. Je sus and all the apos tles kept the sev enth-day
Sab bath.

Ø 3. There is no state ment any where in the Bi ble that 
says the ob ser vance of Sunday, the first day of the
week, is a sa cred duty.

Ø 4. Whether or not one con sid ers them ap pli ca ble
in the pres ent dis pen sa tion, there are nu mer ous
spe cific state ments in the Bi ble that say the sev -
enth-day Sab bath should be kept.

The facts listed above are men tioned for this rea -
son: We have es tab lished that the mark of the beast
in volves the pop u lar set ting aside of at least one of
God’s com mand ments and we see that the com mand -
ment which re quires the ob ser vance of the
sev enth-day Sab bath is the only one that is al most uni -
ver sally set aside (for what ever rea sons). It is only
rea son able for us to make a care ful as sess ment as to
whether the set ting aside of this com mand ment is in
har mony with God’s di vine plan, and if it is not, then
con for mity to this pop u lar prac tice cer tainly con -
forms to the Bib li cal de scrip tion of the mark of the
beast.

The His tor i cal Tran si tion
A brief look at the his tor i cal tran si tion from Sab -

bath to Sunday ob ser vance will help in our
as sess ment of the mat ter.

We be gin by look ing at the cus tom of Je sus and the
early church. Je sus con sis tently kept the Sab bath
(Luke 4:16, 31). The fol low ers of Je sus, even af ter His 
death, kept the Sab bath and did so in ac knowl edg -
ment of the com mand ment (Luke 23:54, 56). The
la dies who pre pared spices for anoint ing the body of
Je sus came on the first day of the week to do that
which they con sid ered in ap pro pri ate to do on the Sab -
bath (Luke 23: 54, 56; 24:1). The mem bers of the
early church, in clud ing the apos tle Paul, kept the Sab -
bath (Acts 16:13; 17:2; 18:4). Looking into the fu ture
to the time when Je ru sa lem would be de stroyed, Je sus
told his dis ci ples to pray that their flight would not be
on the Sab bath day (Mat thew 24:20). From these facts 
it is ob vi ous that the church of Christ kept the Sab bath
and con sid ered it a Chris tian duty to do so as late as 70
A.D. when Je ru sa lem was de stroyed.

Ob vi ously, the change oc curred sub se quently. Even 
those per sons who prac tice Sunday ob ser vance, gen -
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er ally ad mit this. So then, since there was no Bib li cal
au thor ity for the dis con tinu ance of Sab bath ob ser -
vance, on whose au thor ity was Sunday ob ser vance
in sti tuted to re place it? His torically, two au thor i ta tive
de crees have been iden ti fied: the first by the Ro man
em peror Constantine on March 7, 321 A.D. and the
sec ond by a church council held at Laodicea 364 A.D.

Em peror Constantine
Con cern ing+ the first de cree. Constantine was a de -

vout wor shiper of the pa gan sun god. Some per sons
claim that he was con verted to Chris tian ity. While he
might have out wardly pro fessed the Chris tian faith,
the very words of the de cree in di cate that his de vo tion
to the sun re mained. He said “On the ven er a ble Day of 
the Sun let all work shops be closed.” (His tory of the
Chris tian Church, by Philip Schaff, 5th ed; vol. 3,
p. 380)

He de scribed the day as “the ven er a ble Day of the
Sun.” The word “ven er a ble” is de fined by the Con cise 
Ox ford Dic tio nary as “En ti tled to ven er a tion on ac -
count of char ac ter, age, as so ci a tion, etc.” The word
“ven er a tion” is de fined as “deep re spect, rev er ence.”

Constantine re vered the “Day of the Sun.” His rev -
er ence for the day had noth ing to do with Christ,
oth er wise he would have said “the ven er a ble day of
the res ur rec tion.” He re vered the day be cause it was
the day of the sun. Hence, he at tempted to force oth ers
to do the same by is su ing this de cree.

Coun cil of Laodicea
How did the de cree of Constantine af fect Chris -

tians? For Sab bath keep ers, it would ob vi ously have
cre ated much in con ve nience. Did they love God
enough to en dure the in con ve nience with out al low ing 
it to af fect their com mit ment to keep ing the Sab bath
as their pre de ces sors did in obe di ence to the com -
mand ment? The edict of the Coun cil of Laodicea
forty-three years later tells the story. They pre ferred to 
take the easy way out – just give in and go along. But
this is not all; they went a step fur ther to at tempt to
force the com mand ment-keeping ones to cease keep -
ing the com mand ment. Wouldn’t God be an gry about
this? Does it re mind you of the mark of the beast?
Here is the edict they is sued:

Chris tians shall not Judaize (keep the Sab bath) and be 
idle on Sat ur day but shall work on that day; but the
Lord’s day (Sunday) they shall es pe cially honor, and be -
ing Chris tians, shall, if pos si ble, do no work on that day.
If how ever, they are found Judaizing, they shall be shut

out from Christ. (A his tory of the Coun cils of the
Church, Charles J. Hefele, Vol. 2, p.316)

This edict also be trays a tinge of anti-Semitism. The 
keep ing of God’s com mand ment which re quires ob -
ser vance of the sev enth-day Sab bath was de scribed as 
“Judaizing.” This also in di cates that the spirit be hind
the edict was one of ex pe di ency and con for mity be -
cause the no ble em peror who had de creed in fa vor of
the “ven er a ble Day of the Sun,” had, on oc ca sions,
pub licly ex pressed anti-Semitic sen ti ments. An ex -
am ple of this is seen in the rea son that Em peror
Constantine gave for urg ing that the Pass over be fixed 
on Sunday. He said:

Let us, then, have noth ing in com mon with the most
hos tile rab ble of the Jews. (Boyle’s His tor i cal View of
the Coun cil of Nice, p. 52. 1842 ed.)

The Un der lying Au thor ity
So the au thor ity be hind the re place ment of the Bi -

ble Sab bath with Sunday ob ser vance is the pa gan,
sun-worshipping, anti-Semitic Ro man em peror,
Constantine. In ex pres sion of his de vo tion to the sun
and his hos til ity to wards the Jews Constantine is sued
a de cree to force his sub jects to honor Sunday. The
pro fessed Chris tians of the day who were shown great 
fa vor by the em peror chose in stead to take the easy
road of con for mity. Those who only out wardly pro -
fessed Chris tian ity obeyed man rather than God. They 
were not will ing to ac cept the risk of per se cu tion for
the ap pro ba tion of God. But worse yet, they went on
to at tempt to force the com mand ment-keeping ones to 
do the same. The mere fact that it was found nec es sary 
to is sue an edict threat en ing Sab bath-keepers with ex -
com mu ni ca tion is ev i dence that there was a
sig nif i cant num ber of Chris tians who kept the Sab -
bath and who did not de sire to dis obey God’s
com mand ments.

The sub se quent his tory of Sunday ob ser vance is
one of con for mity and face-saving ex cuses. The Sab -
bath keep ers were forced into ob scu rity be cause they
were treated with hos til ity both by civil au thor i ties
and by the re li gious es tab lish ment. As a re sult, in di -
vid u als were born into a tra di tion where Sunday
ob ser vance was the norm. When con fronted with the
fact that there is no Bib li cal au thor ity for the prac tice
of Sunday ob ser vance and that no com mand was
given in the Bi ble for dis con tinu ance of Sab bath 
keep ing, the re sponse has been the con struc tion of ex -
cuses to  jus tify the tra di tion.
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The ories Ad vanced
It is one thing for ex cuses to be con structed in or der

to jus tify the tra di tion. Worse yet is the fact that the
ideas upon which some of the ex cuses rest have had a
sig nif i cant ef fect in erod ing righ teous ness and re spect 
for God. We will men tion briefly a few of the ideas
that have been ad vanced.

Ø 1.   God’s Law is done away with.

Why would any one want to think that the laws and
prin ci ples gov ern ing God’s king dom are change able,
even though it has been de clared in the Bi ble that God
is un chang ing? Normally, in di vid u als would not have
en ter tained such a thought, but in this case it pro vides
an ex cuse for dis re gard ing the Sab bath com mand -
ment. This is the only rea son why such an idea is
pro mul gated.

Is it any won der that the world is be com ing in creas -
ingly law less? If in di vid u als can so glibly de clare the
law of God null and void sim ply be cause they wish to
dis re gard one of the prin ci ples con tained therein, why 
should any one ex pect that hu man laws would be any
better re spected?

Ø 2.  The church can over rule the com mands given
in the Bi ble.

One church group has gone as far as to de clare their
au thor ity su pe rior to the Word of God as re corded in
the Bi ble on ac count of the wide spread ac cep tance of
Sunday ob ser vance in place of the Bi ble Sab bath.
Con sider their words:

Sunday is our mark of au thor ity. ... The church is
above the Bi ble, and this trans fer ence of Sab bath ob ser -
vance is proof of that fact. (The Cath o lic Re cord,
Lon don, On tario, Sep tem ber 1, 1923.)

Ac cord ing to the above as ser tion, those who claim
to be the church have the ul ti mate au thor ity in mat ters
that de fine Chris tian ity and its prin ci ples. Is it any
won der that many per sons feel that Chris tian ity is a
mere hu man con triv ance that is used to ad vance ei ther 
in di vid ual or in sti tu tional am bi tions?

Ø 3.   The Bib li cal ac count of cre ation is not lit er ally
true.

This idea vir tu ally dis misses the re al ity of a per -
sonal God to whom hu man be ings owe their
ex is tence. It re in forces the idea that man is just a mere
pri mate with lit tle dif fer ence from the apes. It is con -
ve nient for such an idea to be ad vanced, be cause the
re al ity of a lit eral seven-day cre ation week gives the
Sab bath per pet ual rel e vance and mean ing, since the

Sab bath was given as a me mo rial of cre ation.
(Gen e sis 2:1-3; Ex o dus 20:8-11)

Re sults of Con for mity
The ideas men tioned above are not the only ones

that have been ad vanced in or der to jus tify the tra di -
tion of Sunday ob ser vance. These have been
high lighted in or der to give an idea of the ex tent to
which in di vid u als and groups go in or der to jus tify a
prac tice which has no Bib li cal au thor ity to sup port it
and which in volves an out right dis re gard for one of
God’s com mand ments. Such is the re sult of com pro -
mise and con for mity. How much more con sis tent
with the prin ci ples and spirit of Chris tian ity would be
the re sult ing con cepts con veyed to the world if those
who pro fessed the faith of Je sus had the cour age to de -
fend the honor of God by obey ing Him when the rest
of the world bows down to ex pe di ency and con ve -
nience.

This is the Mark
With this great weight of ev i dence, can any one

doubt that Sunday ob ser vance will be the mark of the
beast? Sunday ob ser vance per fectly fits the Bib li cal
de scrip tion. It is the only in sti tu tion that in volves an
al most uni ver sal dis re gard for a com mand ment of
God and an en force ment of that dis re gard. Cur rently
in many coun tries there are laws that limit the per for -
mance of sec u lar ac tiv i ties on Sunday and, even now,
calls are be ing made by prom i nent world of fi cials for
fur ther leg is la tion fa vor ing Sunday ob ser vance. An
ex am ple of such calls is that made by Pope John Paul
II in a re cent en cyc li cal “Centesimus Annus,” re -
leased May 1991. The call was re ported by Church
and State mag a zine as fol lows:

“(Pope Leo XIII) af firms the need for Sunday rest so
that peo ple  may turn their thoughts to heav enly things
and to the wor ship which they owe to al mighty God,”
said John Paul II. “No one can take away this hu man
right, which is based on a com mand ment. In this re -
gard,” the Pope con tin ued, “one may ask whether
ex ist ing laws and the prac tice of in dus tri al ized so ci et ies
ef fec tively en sure in our own day the ex er cise of this ba -
sic right to Sunday rest.” (Church and State, Au gust
1991)

In July of last year John Paul II re leased his ap os -
tolic let ter, “Dies Do mini,” call ing for a re newed
sanc tity of Sunday.

The Bi ble pre dicts that the mark of the beast will be
en forced world wide and that those who do not con -
form with the en force ment will be sub jected to
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eco nomic sanc tions (they will not be able to “buy or
sell”) and even tu ally will be de clared wor thy of death.

For those who are not con vinced that Sunday ob ser -
vance will be the mark of the beast that the Bi ble
warns about, a chal lenge is given: Iden tify one other
in sti tu tion, mark or ob ser vance that fits the Bib li cal
spec i fi ca tions.

It should be noted that it is not be ing sug gested that
per sons who, whether con sci en tiously or oth er wise,
wor ship on Sunday now have the mark of the beast.
The mark of the beast will be the fi nal test that hu man -
ity will face, which will dis tin guish among the liv ing
be tween those who serve God and those who do not.
There will be a world wide en force ment of Sunday ob -
ser vance and those who keep the sev enth day Sab bath
holy unto the Lord will not be able to buy or sell and
even tu ally will re ceive the death pen alty for their fi -
del ity to God. Obe di ence to God in keep ing the
sev enth-day Sab bath will then place one in breach of
what will be an un just law of the state.

God will not al low the world to en ter blindly into
this cri sis with out a warn ing. Ac cord ingly, a sym bolic 
an gel is pic tured an nounc ing to the world: 

If any man wor ship the beast and his im age, and re -
ceive his mark in his fore head, or in his hand, the same
shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is
poured out with out mix ture into the cup of his in dig na -
tion; and he shall be tor mented with fire and brim stone
in the pres ence of the holy an gels, and in the pres ence of
the lamb: and the smoke of their tor ment ascendeth up
for ever and ever: and they have no rest day nor night,
who wor ship the beast and his im age and who so ever
receiveth the mark of his name. Here is the pa tience of
the saints: here are they that keep the com mand ments of
God and the faith of Je sus. (Rev e la tion 14:9-12)

Ev ery in di vid ual will be brought face to face with
the is sue in which he/she must choose be tween the
laws of men and the law of God. Those who then
choose to dis obey God’s com mand ment, when the is -
sues are thus plainly set be fore them, re ceive the mark
of the beast. They thus seal their fate for eter nal dam -
na tion. 

The door of mercy is still open. There fore, it be -
hooves ev ery one whose life is now not in keep ing
with God’s holy law to or der their steps aright. “To -
day, if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts.”
(He brews 4:7)

Based on the facts of the sit u a tion in volv ing the
mark of the beast one can hardly fail to see why God
would be par tic u larly an gry about it. In di vid uals are

free to dis re gard the com mand ments of God if they so
choose (they will have the re spon si bil ity to give an ac -
count of their ac tions in God’s judg ment), but when
they un der take to force oth ers to do the same, God’s
an ger is kin dled.

God’s view of the sit u a tion would hardly have been
dif fer ent had the com mand ment in ques tion been any
of the oth ers. How ever, a brief look at the sev enth-day 
Sab bath and what it rep re sents, will in di cate that a dis -
re gard for this par tic u lar in sti tu tion car ries with it
in her ently a dis re spect for God be yond that which
would be oth er wise ev i dent.

Cre ator's Sign
Ac cord ing to the Bib li cal re cord, af ter cre at ing the

world in six days, hav ing fur nished it with all man ner
of liv ing things (in clud ing hu man be ings), and hav ing 
pro vided ev ery thing that was nec es sary for the sus te -
nance, hap pi ness, and beauty of life, “God saw
ev ery thing that He had made, and be hold, it was very
good.” (Genesis 1:31) With this the di vine re cord
states: “Thus the heav ens and the earth were fin ished,
and all the host of them.” (Genesis 2:1)

Hav ing de clared a per fect work “fin ished” at the
end of the sixth day, the Cre ator pro ceeded to cre ate a
sev enth day. On this sev enth day he rested, “and God
blessed the sev enth day, and sanc ti fied it: be cause that 
in it he had rested from all his work which God cre ated 
and made.” (Genesis 2:3)

The rea son why God cre ated this ad di tional day is
quite ev i dent from the words that He spoke from
Mount Si nai and af ter ward wrote with His own fin ger
on ta bles of stone. He spoke thus:

Re mem ber the sab bath day, to keep it holy. … the sev -
enth day is the sab bath of the Lord thy God. … For in six
days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea and all that 
in them is, and rested the sev enth day: where fore the
Lord blessed the sab bath day, and hal lowed it.” (Ex o dus
20:8, 10, 11)

He has de clared the sev enth day to be “the sab bath
of the Lord thy God” and has in vited hu man be ings to
keep the day holy in honor of the fact that He cre ated
the world in six days.

In tended Rec og ni tion
Like a mas ter art ist who adds his sig na ture to his

com pleted mas terpiece, the Cre ator, hav ing com -
pleted His work of cre ation in six days and hav ing
de clared it to be “very good,” added His “sig na ture,”
as an in di ca tor and a per pet ual re minder that it was He
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who made it all. To the hu man race He then gave this
to ken and said: “Hal low my sab baths; and they shall
be a sign be tween me and you, that ye may know that I
am the Lord your God.” (Ezekiel 20:20)

That this sev enth-day Sab bath is not ar bi trarily any
one day in seven is ev i dent from the ex pe ri ence of the
Is ra el ites as given in Ex o dus chap ter six teen. God
pro vided manna from heaven for them six days ev ery
week for forty years. On the sixth day a dou ble por tion 
was pro vided, some of which was to be kept over un til 
the fol low ing day which was the Sab bath, since none
was pro vided on the sev enth day. Hence, on the sev -
enth-day Sab bath, a spe cific day ev ery week, a day
that God Him self had de ter mined in de pend ent of their 
thoughts or wishes, no manna fell from heaven.

The weekly cy cle with that spe cific sev enth day
Sab bath con tin ued with Israel dur ing the wil der ness
days when they ate manna, and af ter, even to this very
day. God would so have it that in His divine prov i -
dence the Jew ish peo ple are pre served with the same
cus tom of Sab bath keep ing that no one may be in
doubt as to which day God blessed and sanc ti fied in
honor of the fact that He is the God who cre ated the
world and is the only One de serv ing of our wor ship.

No tice that the pur pose for which the Sab bath was
given is not merely so hu man be ings might rest lest
they be wea ried by the la bors of their daily oc cu pa -
tion. In deed, the nat u ral mind knows of the need of
rest, and will of it self, make pro vi sion for phys i cal
rest to be ob tained. What the nat u ral mind will not,
how ever, prompt the in di vid ual to do, is to spend
qual ity time with God so that His righ teous char ac ter
might be molded in him by means of a con tin ued, pro -
gres sive, and positive re la tion ship. Hence, the
Sab bath com mand re minds the hu man be ing to keep
the Sab bath day holy.

Keeping the day holy is al to gether a spir i tual ex pe -
ri ence which in volves spend ing qual ity time with
God. The re sult of this ex pe ri ence on a reg u lar ba sis
will ob vi ously be a trans for ma tion in one’s life which
will see the continual elim i na tion of sin ful hab its and
the for ma tion of a righ teous char ac ter.  Ac cord ingly,
the Lord com manded:

More over also I gave them my Sab baths, to be a sign
be tween me and them, that they might know that I am
the Lord that sanc tity them. (Ezekiel 20:12)

To sanc tify means to make holy. Hence, keep ing the 
Sab bath holy has an in te gral func tion in the pro cess
by which ho li ness is ac com plished in one’s life.

The sev enth day of the week is cho sen as the Sab -
bath be cause of the es teem in which that day is held by 
God Him self; that es teem be ing cen tered in the fact
that God rested on that day af ter His work of cre at ing
the world in six days, and the fact that He blessed and
sanc ti fied it. Such an es teem is en tirely in de pend ent
from and in fi nitely greater than any es teem with
which any hu man be ing can hold any thing – be it an -
other day or what ever one might choose to es teem. Oh 
that hu man be ings might es teem that which is es -
teemed by God, the Cre ator, the One by whom all
things con sist.

Sig nif i cance of the Sign
As long as the Sab bath re mains and the rea son for

its ex is tence is un der stood, hu man be ings will al ways
be re minded that the world was cre ated and is be ing
sus tained by an Al mighty and Om ni scient God who,
alone, is en ti tled to and de serves rev er ence and wor -
ship.

Hu man be ings can lose sight of the fact that there is
a Cre ator and Sustainer in whom we live, and move,
and have our be ing (Acts 17:28) and con se quently
lose sight of His claims over our lives only if the Sab -
bath and the mean ing of it is ob scured or oblit er ated.
There fore, as the gods of hu man tra di tion and the
pseudo-science of or ganic evo lu tion (among oth ers)
ri val the God of heaven for hu man obei sance and rec -
og ni tion, it should not be sur pris ing to dis cover that
there has been a well-calculated and or ches trated
scheme to re move the Sab bath from hu man at ten tion
and con se quently to di min ish hu man rec og ni tion of
the Cre ator and the fact of cre ation.

In place of the sev enth-day Sab bath – the sign of
loy alty to the God of heaven, this scheme seeks to in -
ject the day of the sun – the mark of al le giance to
an other god and of def er ence to hu man tra di tion.

The Love Which Over comes
How can any rea son able per son who claims to love

God con sider it ap pro pri ate to dis re gard the sev enth-day
Sab bath? Em bodied in the Sab bath in sti tu tion is the
very es sence of love and re spect for God. The mark of
the beast em bod ies the very op po site. The mark of the
beast is a mark of con for mity to hu man tra di tion in
pref er ence to God’s com mand ments. Where do your
loy al ties lie? Are they wrapped up in love for tra di tion 
and per sonal pop u lar ity? Do you have the love which
over comes the mark of the beast?
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The love which over comes the mark of the beast is
this: a love for God that will constrain you to obey
Him even when to do so might re sult in per sonal in -
con ve nience; when to do so might place you in the
com pany of the un pop u lar and pe cu liar mi nor ity;
when to do so might re sult in the loss of even your life.

For the true child of God death is only a tem po rary
sleep be cause He who has the power over death has
prom ised to raise him up at the last day, and when res -
ur rected, it will not be to face the pros pect of dy ing
again but to live for ever.

Cer tainly, there are more than ad e quate rea sons to
love God. Firstly, He cre ated us. By Him our lives are
pres ently sus tained. He has made, for us, the ul ti mate
sac ri fice in giv ing His only begotten Son, Je sus, to die
so as to re deem us to the life which we for feited when
we chose to re bel against Him. And still, in ad di tion,
He mer ci fully gives us a glimpse into the fu ture so that 
we might be ad e quately warned against and guided
from yet an other de cep tive scheme of the devil, which 
will lead vir tu ally the en tire world to eter nal de struc -
tion. Oh, what man ner of love the Fa ther has given
unto us! Should not we, in turn, love Him?

Af ter all that has been said, it stands true upon the
au thor ity of the Word of God as re corded in the Bi ble,
that the mark of the beast will be en forced worldwide.
Not with stand ing the fact that some will be “be headed
for the wit ness of Je sus, and for the word of God, who
had not wor shipped the beast, nei ther his im age, nei -
ther had re ceived his mark upon their fore heads, or in
their hands” (Revelation 20:4), it stands eter nally sure 
upon the prom ise of God that “them that had got ten
the vic tory over the beast, and over his im age, and
over his mark, and over the num ber of his name, [will] 
stand on the sea of glass, hav ing the harps of God. And 
they [will] sing the song of Mo ses the ser vant of God,
and the song of the Lamb.” (Rev e la tion 15:2, 3)

To you, dear friend, the chal lenge is given: Will you
be among that num ber? Do you have the love which
over comes the mark of the beast? 

To en able us to de velop that love for God we are
pointed to Cal vary. See the Son of God ex pir ing on the 
cross; His life be ing crushed out by the sins which He
bore — your sins and mine. See the Fa ther bowed
with grief and in ex press ible an guish, watch ing His
only be got ten Son suf fer mis ery, re jec tion and tor -
ment at the hands of those whom He was dy ing to
save. May this scene be for ever etched on our minds,
and the re al ity sink deep into our con scious ness that
“In this was man i fested the love of God to wards us,

be cause that God sent His only be got ten Son into the
world, that we might live through him.” (1 John 4:9)

If we would have the love which over comes the
mark of the Beast, we must gaze long and thought -
fully at Cal vary. At Cal vary we see God’s love in the 
sac ri fice the Fa ther and Son made  for you and me. It is 
only con vic tion strength ened ev ery day, by be hold ing 
Cal vary, that can elicit from us such a re sponse of love 
for God that will constrain us to say, and truly mean:

 “Take the world but give me Je sus.”
 “Let goods and kin dred go, this mor tal life also.” 
 “Death be fore dis honor to our Maker and King.”?

(Brother Colin A. Gyles writes and lives in
Kingston, Ja maica. You may write to Brother Gyles
di rectly at: P. O. Box 542, Kingston 10, Ja maica, West
In dies.)
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Com ing Next Month
The July is sue of Old Paths will be ded i cated to ad -

dressing the cover story from the April 22, 1999 is sue
of the Ad ven tist Re view en ti tled, “Her esy or Hope ful
Sign?” In this ar ti cle, Jerry Moon, associate professor
of his tory at An drews Uni ver sity, at tempts to re write
the his tory of the church con cern ing the ac cep tance of 
the Trin ity doc trine. Brother Lynnford Beachy will
have a de tailed and ex tremely thor ough ex am i na tion
of the ar ti cle us ing a siz able amount of ev i dence from
his tor i cal sources, the writ ings of El len G. White, and
the Bi ble. We would do well to re mem ber the coun sel:

In re view ing our past his tory, hav ing trav eled over
ev ery step of ad vance to our pres ent stand ing, I can say,
Praise God! As I see what the Lord has wrought, I am
filled with as ton ish ment, and with con fi dence in Christ
as leader. We have noth ing to fear for the fu ture, ex cept
as we shall for get the way the Lord has led us, and His
teach ing in our past his tory. (Life Sketches, p. 196) ?

A man wrapped up in him self
makes a very small pack age.
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Lit tle Sins
When pre par ing to jour -

ney to Eu rope, I found,
among the ar ti cles of cloth ing I

needed, some woolen goods which
at first ap peared all right, but when
brought to the light and shaken thor -
oughly, re vealed the de struc tive work
of moths. Had we not made close in -
spec t ion,  we should not  have
dis cov ered their dep re da tions. The
moth is so small a crea ture as to be
scarcely ob serv able; but the traces of
its ex is tence are ap par ent, and the de -
struc tion that it makes with fur and
woolen goods shows that it is a prac ti -
cal worker, al though out of sight and
un sus pected.

Thinking of the se cret but de struc -
tive work of these moths, re minded us
of some hu man be ings we had known.
How of ten our hearts have been
pained by some sud den rev e la tion in
the out ward ac tions of those for whom
we had hoped better things, bring ing
to light their true char ac ter, that had
here to fore been hid den from the sight
of all! When held up be fore the light of 
God’s word, the char ac ter is found to
be like the moth-eaten gar ment,
which, when shaken out and ex am -
ined, re veals the de struc tive work that
has been go ing on se cretly for years.
While they have a form of god li ness,
sins small in their eyes have been eat -
ing into the warp and woof of their
char ac ter; and that which at a ca sual
glance ap peared lovely, is un sightly
and dis gust ing to look upon. Could the 
ac tor, as he en tered upon this path of
wrong, have seen him self as he ap -
peared when his true char ac ter was
opened to the light, he would have
been as ter ri fied and star tled as was
Hazael when Elisha told him what a
wicked and cruel course he would pur -
sue in the fu ture. He made an swer,
“What, is thy ser vant a dog that he
should do this great thing?” Lit tle sins

oft re peated be come habit, and de mor -
al ize the soul. They work for a time
un per ceived, but are at length brought
to the light.

The for ma tion of char ac ter is a
work that is steadily ad vanc ing, and
how care ful chil dren and youth should 
be in re gard to the hab its they form!
You will be for time and eter nity what
the hab its you now form make you.
Your prin ci ples and prac tices once
formed de ter mine your char ac ter. No
one sud denly de vel ops, as did Hazael,
into a deep-dyed sin ner, cruel and
mer ci less. It took time for the moth to
do its work of de struc tion so qui etly in
the dark; and it takes time, lit tle by lit -
tle, for a child or youth to be easy and
happy and feel se cure in a course of
pre var i ca tion, a course of sin hid den
from hu man eyes. Any one act, ei ther
good or evil, does not form the char ac -
ter,  but thoughts and feel  ings
in dulged, pre pare the way for acts and
deeds of the same kind. A sin gle glass
of wine may lead to the for ma tion of a
habit most dif fi cult to over come, and
is the first step which may lead to dis -
hon esty, theft, and mur der. What you
do once, chil dren and youth, you will
do more readily the sec ond time. It is
the start ing in any wrong course that
must be guarded against. Be care ful
not to let your feet take the first step in
any evil way. If you will lay the foun -
da tion for your char ac ter in a pure,
vir tu ous life, seek ing help and
strength from God, your char ac ter will 
not be like the moth-eaten gar ment,
but it will be firm and solid.

The fear of the Lord is the be gin -
ning of wis dom. If you are in deed a
child of God, you will be a par taker of
the di vine na ture, hav ing es caped the
cor rup tion that is in the world through
lust. Let the youth ever re mem ber that
there is some thing to es cape, evils to
shun. God has given his chil dren fac -

ul ties, the right em ploy ment
of which would make them
happy. The Lord never de signed
that they should be em ployed for our
de struc tion. The struc ture of a strong,
well-balanced char ac ter is made by a
faith ful per for mance of in di vid ual
acts of duty in lit tle things. You need,
dear youth, to be par tic u lar in re gard to 
your words. Your de port ment, the
spirit and feel ings that you cher ish,
care and thought ful ness in the things
which are least in ev ery-day life, form
the true test of char ac ter.

This life is full of gra cious op por tu -
ni ties, which you can im prove in the
ex er cise of your God-given abil i ties to 
bless oth ers, and in so do ing bless
your self, with out con sid er ing self in
the mat ter. Triv ial cir cum stances of -
ten times prove a de cided bless ing to
the one who acts from prin ci ple, and
has formed the habit of do ing right be -
cause it is right. Seek for a per fect
char ac ter, and let all you do, whether
seen and ap pre ci ated by hu man eyes
or not, be done with an eye sin gle to
God’s glory; be cause you be long to
God, and he has re deemed you at the
price of his own life. Be faith ful in the
least as well as in the great est; learn to
speak the truth, to act at all times the
truth. Let the heart be fully sub mit ted
to God. If con trolled by his grace, you
will do lit tle deeds of kind ness, take up 
the du ties ly ing next you, and bring all
the sun shine into your life and char ac -
ter that it is pos si ble to bring,
scat ter ing the gifts of love and bless -
ing along the path way of life. Your
works will be far-reaching as eter nity.
Your life-work will be seen in heaven,
and there it will live, through cease less 
ages, be cause it is found pre cious in
the sight of God. ?
 (El len White — The Youth’s In struc -
tor, De cem ber 15, 1886)



Il li nois Con fer ence Re port
On April 14-17 the New Burnside, Il li nois Home

Church hosted a con fer ence of be liev ers to dis cuss
ways of work ing to gether more ef fec tively. This was a 
fol low up meet ing from the Con vo ca tion held in Feb -
ru ary in West Vir ginia. Some of the top ics dis cussed
were: gos pel fi nance, a Bi ble con fer ence, camp meet -
ings, missionary out reach, and the pro duc tion of
lit er a ture. The meet ings were very ben e fi cial and pro -
vided us with plans to more ef fec tively work to gether
to spread the gos pel.

Gos pel Fi nance
As noted in our re port of the Feb ru ary meet ing, we

dis cussed the is sue of Gos pel fi nance. The idea was
raised of start ing a cen tral fund that peo ple could
anon y mously sup port, which would in turn be dis trib -
uted to the min is ters. When this sub ject was brought
up at the Feb ru ary meet ing it was met with op po si tion, 
how ever we agreed to get feed back from oth ers and
dis cuss it fur ther at the next meet ing.

This sub ject was one of the first dis cussed at the
meet ings in Il li nois. The feed back we have re ceived
re gard ing a cen tral fund has been neg a tive. Af ter hav -
ing more time to con sider the mat ter and to study into
the sub ject, some of those who had been in fa vor of
the idea had changed their position. Af ter a brief dis -
cus sion it was de cided with great una nim ity that
hav ing a cen tral fund would not ben e fit the cause of
God and could lead to prob lems in the fu ture. There -
fore, the con cept of the cen tral fund was dropped.

Bi ble Con fer ence
One is sue that was brought up at the Feb ru ary meet -

ing was the idea of study ing in de tail some of the
teach ings that are cur rently be ing ag i tated within
Adventism.  Some of these teach ings in clude, the
feast days, the sa cred names, does God de stroy, ar eas
of proph ecy, and con cerns about the sanc tu ary. While
the be liev ers pres ent at the meet ing stand upon the
his tor i cal po si tions we have taught con cern ing these
mat ters, the ne ces sity of be ing able to ac cu rately de -
fend the faith as well as the ne ces sity of be ing open to
re ceive truth prompted the breth ren to de cide that a
Bi ble con fer ence should be held to dis cuss var i ous is -
sues.

It was de cided that the best way to en able as many
peo ple as pos si ble to at tend would be to have it right
be fore the Sep tem ber camp meet ing. This camp meet -

ing was ten ta tively sched uled for Sep tem ber 9-18. It
was de cided that we will hold a Bi ble Con fer ence for
the first six days and have a camp meet ing the re main -
ing four days. The Bi ble Con fer ence will be
Sep tem ber 9-14, and the camp meet ing will be Sep -
tem ber 15-18. All are in vited to at tend these meet ings. 
(Those plan ning to at tend the camp meet ing should
ar rive on Sep tem ber 14.) We will have var i ous pre -
sen ta tions on the be fore men tioned sub jects and will
ex am ine them in as much de tail as possible. Please
pray for the Lord’s guid ance and di rec tion as we seek
to fol low His will. If you would like to have in put into
the Bi ble con fer ence, please con tact Lynnford
Beachy at the ad dress at the end of this is sue of Old
Paths.

Mis sion ary Out reach
We dis cussed how we can be more ef fec tive in our

mis sion ary out reach. The Prom ise Keepers ral lies are
about to re sume this year. These ral lies have been a
large part of our out reach in the last two years by dis -
trib ut ing fli ers of fer ing the book Amer ica in Proph ecy 
(The Great Con tro versy). As a re sult we have had
hun dreds of re quests for this timely book. We have
fol lowed up the con tacts by in clud ing them on the
mail ing list for the monthly news let ter Pres ent Truth.
This has proven to be an ef fec tive way to spread the
gos pel. There is a great need for vol un teers to par tic i -
pate in dis trib ut ing these fli ers. A rich ex pe ri ence
awaits all those who will take this op por tu nity to help
spread the gos pel. For those of you who can not help
with your pres ence please help with your prayers.

For more in for ma tion about the sched ule for these
ral lies and how you can take part in this ef fort, please
con tact Lynnford.

An other event that will soon take place is the Sev -
enth-day Ad ven tist Gen eral Con fer ence Ses sion to be
held in the sum mer of 2000 in On tario, Can ada. We
dis cussed the ne ces sity of hav ing lit er a ture avail able
to dis trib ute at this Con fer ence. This pro ject will re -
quire many vol un teers to help dis trib ute lit er a ture.
One book let that would be cost ef fec tive and easy to
dis trib ute would be the re cently pub lished book let en -
ti tled The Omega of Apos tasy, writ ten by Al len
Stump. This small 24 page book let chron i cles the his -
tory of the de vel op ment of the omega of deadly
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Arizona Camp Meeting Report
The Wilhoit, Ar i zona Church hosted a camp meet -

ing May 7-15. The theme was “Into All The World.”
Those in at ten dance were greatly blessed.

Brother Da vid Clay ton from Ja maica was the fea -
tured eve ning speaker. The Lord’s mes sages through
Pas tor Clay ton were fer vent and to the point. Many
peo ple were blessed by the pen e trat ing Bi ble stud ies
that were pre sented. 

One of the high lights of the camp meet ing was the
early morn ing tes ti mo nies given by the min is ters and
el ders in at ten dance. These were some of the most en -

cour ag ing meet ings as the lead ing and prov i dence of
the Lord was clearly seen in the lives of these men.

Brothers Joe Harricharan and Rich ard Stratton dis -
cussed prin ci ples
of health and other 
speak ers spoke
con cern ing the
hope of Christ and
eter nal life with an 
em pha sis on shar -
ing that hope with
oth ers.

Kim Mauzy led
out in the chil -
dren’s meet ings
and Brother Al len
Stump had some young adult meet ings. On Thurs day
the youth went to the Grand Can yon for a hike to see
this won der of cre ation. Sev eral adults went as well
go ing part or all the way into and out of the can yon.
The next day many were walk ing with sore legs in a
man ner that came to be known as “the can yon shuf -
fle!”

The last Sab bath af ter noon was filled with a per -
sonal tes ti mony meet ing that lasted al most three
hours. The tes ti mo nies were so thrill ing that most did
not re al ize that so much time had elapsed.

Those who at tended
were truly in spired to
carry the gos pel “into
all the world” shar ing
the three an gels’ mes -
sages with the pre cious
souls that Christ died to
re deem.

All of the meet ings
were re corded on cas -
sette tapes and are
avai l  able  f rom the
church at Wilhoit. For a
list of the tapes, and the
cost, please write to Sis -
ter Arlene Bailey, HC
68 Box 743, Kirkland,
AZ  86332.

Al len StumpSab bath Group Picture

Pas tor Da vid Clay ton Sharing the
Gos pel Story

A spec tac u lar view of
The  Col o rado River in

the Grand Canyon



her esies within Sev enth-day Adventism. An other
book we could dis trib ute is What Did the Pi o neers Be -
lieve? For those in ter ested in study ing the sub ject in
de tail we can have the book The Foun da tion of our
Faith avail able.

We also dis cussed the pos si bil ity of hav ing a booth
at the Con fer ence where we can dis trib ute vid eos and
fli ers. Fur ther plans will be dis cussed at the Il li nois
meet ings in Sep tem ber.

Pro duc tion of Lit er a ture

We dis cussed the need for hav ing more lit er a ture
avail able in the form of fli ers and small book lets that
can be used for evan ge lism. Part of this work load will 
be car ried by the pub lish ing min is try which the
church in Wilhoit, Ar i zona is set ting up. Please pray
that all the nec es sary com po nents will come to gether
to be gin a print ing work in the West.

Sab bath - A Spir i tual Feast
The meet ings were fin ished off with a won der ful

Sab bath. Pas tors Da vid Clay ton and Al len Stump
shared penetrating mes sages that chal lenged the lis -
ten ers. Spirit-filled tes ti mo nies filled the eve ning air
as be liev ers from sev eral dif fer ent ar eas shared the
good ness of God as re vealed in their ex pe ri ences.

Lynnford Beachy
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Old Paths is pub lished monthly by Smyrna Gos pel Min is tries,
HC 64 Box 128-B, Welch, WV 24801-9606. It is sent free upon
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Edi tor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Al len Stump
As so ci ate Edi tor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lynn ford Beachy

Il li nois Con fer ence Re port con tin ued from page 10.

Kind ness is the oil that takes the 
fric tion out of life.
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