
Old Paths
Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for
the old paths, where is the good way, and
walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your 
souls.  Jer e miah 6:16

The se cret of the LORD is with them that
fear  Him;  and  He  will  show  them  His
cov e nant. Psalm 25:14
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The Spirit of Antichrist
By Da vid Clay ton

A ROTTEN EGG?
Be cause of pro mot ing the truth about the gos pel I have lost
a few friends. I have re ceived a few let ters that have se -
verely chas tised me for my point of view. In fact, one
brother wrote to say that when he did not hear from me for a 
while he re al ized that I was tak ing a long time to hatch this
“rot ten egg,” as he called it. This has caused me to pray a
great deal.

From the be gin ning I re al ized that any time you stand up
for what you be lieve is true, if it is true, then there are some
who will sup port you and some who will op pose, and that
is the way it should be, so I was not sur prised. As a hu man
be ing you can’t help feel ing some what dis ap pointed when
some body who has been your friend turns against you, like
this brother in Aus tra lia who had been my friend for quite a
few years and who wrote and com pared the doc trine to a
rot ten egg. I could feel the dif fer ence in the let ter that he
wrote. I could feel the bar rier that had come up be tween us,
and these things al ways af fect you on a per sonal level even
though in your mind you are still con vinced that the di rec -
tion that you are tak ing is true.

How do you know that it is true? Be cause you and God
know what is hap pen ing be tween you both in those quiet
hours when there is no body else around. You know it is
true be cause of this and also be cause it is based on the facts
of what you study in the Word of God.

Nev er the less, once again I re turn to the sub ject and I
don’t want you to think that it is a de sire to sim ply push my
point of view or to stir up more con tro versy. It’s just that
what has been in my mind as I have searched and prayed
can not be held back. As Paul cried, “woe is me if I preach
not the gos pel.”

DEF I NI TIONS
At the be gin ning there are cer tain facts that I would like us
to get clear so that we may pro ceed on the right foot ing. Let 
us de cide on cer tain def i ni tions right at the start.

The first thing that I want us to set tle is the ques tion,
Who is the antichrist of Scrip ture? Of Proph ecy? Can we
give him a name?

Yes we can. The antichrist is the Pope, or the Pa pacy,
which is the dy nasty of Popes. We can all agree on that. The 
antichrist of Bi ble proph ecy—2 Thessalonians 2, Rev e la -
tion 13, and Dan iel 7—is the Pa pacy.

An in ter est ing thing about this antichrist is that the Bi ble
says that the antichrist will man i fest him self in the tem ple
of God, and al though it has of ten been sug gested that this
tem ple of God re fers to St. Pe ter’s Ca the dral in the Vat i can, 
those who study the Bi ble re al ize that St. Pe ter’s is not the
tem ple of God but is rather a pa gan tem ple, and the tem ple
of God re fers rather to the Chris tian Church. (See Ephe -
sians 2:19-22.)

Within the bound aries of the Chris tian church there
would arise an in sti tu tion, or a dy nasty, which would go by
the name “Chris tian” but would be op posed to the very
foun da tion prin ci ples of Chris tian ity. Now that we have set 
that foun da tion let us move on a bit.

Let us turn to 1 John chap ter 2 and read verses 18 and 19:

Lit tle chil dren, it is the last time: and as ye have heard
that antichrist shall come, even now are there many
antichrists; whereby we know that it is the last time.

They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they
had been of us, they would no doubt have con tin ued with
us: but they went out, that they might be made man i fest that 
they were not all of us.

Also in this is sue:
Youth’s Cor ner  -  E. G. White . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . p. 10

De cep tion in the Sab bath  School   - A. Stump . . . . . p. 11

More Pub li ca tions  Com ing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . p. 12



There are two points that I would
like to make on the ba sis of these two
verses. First of all, we can see clearly
that it was an un der stood teach ing; it
was an un der stood proph ecy in the
days of the apos tles that some one
would come who would be called the
antichrist. But it said now that “al -
ready” antichrists were  go ing out from
them. Was John talk ing about this fi nal, 
ul ti mate antichrist? No, but he meant
that al ready there were some who had
the same spirit and teach ing of the fi nal
antichrist who were go ing out from
among the Chris tians. When he said
they “went out from us,” I be lieve what
he meant was not nec es sar ily a lit eral
walk ing out of the con gre ga tion and a
sep a ra tion from the fel low ship, but
rather that they were mov ing away
from the teach ings of the truth. They
could have been sit ting in wor ship
right there, but they were em brac ing
other doc trines, so he says, “they went
out from us,” mean ing that their minds
were be ing turned away from the truth.
They were em brac ing sa tanic teach -
ings, so he said, “there are many
antichrists.” They had the very spirit
and prin ci ples of this fi nal antichrist of
proph ecy.

So the sec ond point is that there are
cer tain teach ings which are pe cu liar to
the antichrist, teachings which are the
chief  iden t i  fy ing marks of the
antichrist, and those who em brace
these teach ings and prin ci ples may
also be said to be antichrists.

THE TEACH INGS OF
ANTICHRIST

What are these teach ings, these prin ci -
ples of antichrist? There are three
places in the Bi ble which men tion
these teach ings spe cif i cally. Let us
look at the fol low ing verses which
show us three spe cific teach ings of this
antichrist. Con tinuing in the same
chap ter, 1 John chap ter 2 and verses
22-23:

Who is a liar but he that denieth
that Je sus is the Christ? He is
antichrist that denieth the Fa ther and
the Son. Who so ever denieth the Son,

the same hath not the Fa ther: (but) he
that acknowledgeth the Son hath the
Fa ther also.

Again I see two points in those two
verses which I want to high light. First
of all, John says the first thing about the 
antichrist is he de nies that Je sus is the
Christ. He is a liar who de nies that Je -
sus is the Christ. Sec ondly, he says that
the antichrist de nies the Fa ther and the
Son. “Who so ever de nies the Son, the
same hath not the Fa ther.”

What did he mean when he said that
the antichrist de nies the Son? He said,
“The antichrist will deny the Son.”
How do you deny the Son? How can a
per son deny the Son of God? It can
only be by re fus ing to ac knowl edge
Him to be the Son of God. John says,
“in this same way, you also deny the
Fa ther,” be cause you deny Him to be
the Fa ther of Je sus. Now let us just
quickly look at chap ter 4 and verse 15
to make sure that we are not tak ing a
wrong tan gent in this in ter pre ta tion.

Who so ever shall con fess that Je sus
is the Son of God, God dwelleth in
him, and he in God.  (1 John 4:15)

So verse fif teen re ally ex plains the
one which we read be fore where it says
that the antichrist would deny the Son.
“Who so ever shall con fess that Je sus is
the Son of God, God dwelleth in him,
and he in God.” Clearly, there are two
things that would char ac ter ize the
antichrist teach ing. Firstly, the
antichrist teach ing would deny that Je -
sus is the Christ, and sec ondly, that
Je sus is the Son of God. It would claim
that Je sus is not the Son of God.

Now there is also a third teach ing of
the antichrist. Let us look at 1 John
4:1-3. It says:

Be loved, be lieve not ev ery spirit,
but try the spir its whether they are of
God: be cause many false proph ets are 
gone out into the world.

John says, “don’t be lieve ev ery body
that calls the name of Christ; don’t be -
lieve ev ery body that says, ‘I am a
Chris tian,’ or even who says, ‘I am a
re former.’ There is a rule by which you

can know the true fol lower of God, and
the fol lower of Sa tan.” He says, “there
is a rule which you can use.” He does
not say, “it is be cause they keep the
com mand ments.” He does not say, “it
is be cause they keep the Sab bath.” He
does not say, “it is be cause of the place
where they wor ship.” Look at the sim -
ple rule that he gives us by which we
may iden tify the spirit of truth as op -
posed to the spirit of antichrist:

Hereby know ye the Spirit of God:
Ev ery spirit that confesseth that Je sus
Christ is come in the flesh is of God:
And ev ery spirit that confesseth not
that Je sus Christ is come in the flesh
is not of God: and this is that spirit of
antichrist, whereof ye have heard that
it should come; and even now al ready
is it in the world.  (1 John 4:1-3)

Now re mem ber, we said at the very
be gin ning that the great antichrist of
proph ecy is the pa pacy. We are all
agreed on that. Now here are three
marks which the Bi ble tells us are the
marks of antichrist and, ac cord ing to
our in ter pre ta tion of proph ecy, we are
to look for these marks in the pa pacy.

� Point num ber one: A de nial that
Je sus is the Christ, or God’s
spe cial, anointed One.

� Point num ber two: A de nial that 
Je sus is the Son of God.

� Point num ber three: A de nial
that Je sus Christ ac tu ally came
in the flesh.

Now we need to look at these three
teach ings and see how they de stroy the
very foun da tions of Chris tian ity.

De nial #1
Let us ex am ine first, point num ber one: 
why is that point so im por tant? Why is
the fact that Je sus is the Christ, God’s
Anointed One, so im por tant? It is be -
cause Je sus Christ is the one who
rep re sents the Fa ther more fully than
any other be ing any where in the uni -
verse. If you want to know what the
Fa ther is like, where must you look?
You look at Je sus. You look at God’s
Christ. Yet this can only be a bless ing
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to you if you re ally be lieve that Je sus is
God’s com plete rev e la tion of Him self.

Now the Mus lims say that Christ
was a great prophet; so was Abra ham;
so was Ja cob, but they say that the fi nal
and the great est prophet was Mo ham -
med. They deny that Je sus is God’s
anointed One, and be cause of that
when you talk about the love that Je sus
preached and the prin ci ples of for give -
ness dis played in His life, it means
lit tle to a Mus lim, be cause Mo ham med 
preached vi o lence and waged war
against his en e mies. They think that
Mo ham med is a greater rev e la tion of
God than Je sus, so the bless ing that
co mes from be hold ing Christ is not
avail able to them. This teach ing that
Je sus is not the Christ hits at the very
foun da tion of the Chris tian faith. If a
man were to go around say ing that Je -
sus was not the Anointed One of God,
he would be at tack ing Chris tian ity at
its very foun da tion. He would be de -
stroy ing the power of the life and
teach ings of Christ to help any one. We
can see then, why it is so vi tal that we
un der stand this truth that Je sus is
God’s Christ and why John said that the 
spirit of antichrist would be op posed to
it.

De nial #2
Let us look at teach ing num ber two: the 
truth that Je sus is the ac tual Son of
God. Now what is the great est rev e la -
tion that can come to any Chris tian and, 
in fact, to any per son on the earth, or in
the en tire uni verse for that mat ter?
What is the great est thing which we
need to un der stand about God? Is it not
His love? His love which found its
great est ex pres sion in the out pour ing
of it self on be half of sin ful men. There
is noth ing more won der ful in the en tire
uni verse. There is no sub ject which is
more im por tant for a per son to un der -
stand than the love of God. Let us ask
our selves a ques tion: where do we see
the great est rev e la tion of the love of
God? How can we dis cern it? Let us
read what the scrip tures say:

In this was man i fested the love of
God to ward us, be cause that God sent

his only be got ten Son into the world,
that we might live through him.
Herein is love, not that we loved God,
but that he loved us, and sent his Son
to be the pro pi ti a tion for our sins.  (1
John 4:9,10)

Now is that plain enough? It says,
“this is how God’s love is man i fested,
or re vealed, or made known. You can
know the love of God by the fact that
He sent His only be got ten Son into the
world.” How ever, if we say that Je sus
is not the only be got ten Son of God
does it change the mean ing of that text? 
Does it change the dem on stra tion of
God’s love? Sup pose God gave a
friend, or who ever Je sus might have
been. If He were not the only be got ten
Son of God would it change the force
of the mes sage? The verse says, This is
how God’s love is man i fested; in the
gift that He gave; by the value of that
gift.

If some body is get ting mar ried and I
give that per son a gift of a thou sand
dol lars while an other per son gives a
two-week hol i day some where, are the
gifts the same? What I mean is, the ex -
tent of a per son’s re gard for you may be 
de ter mined by the ex tent to which he is
will ing to sac ri fice for your sake, is n’t
that right? God’s love can be mea sured
by the kind of gift that He gave. The Bi -
ble says, “this is how you may know
His love: by the fact that He gave His
only be got ten Son for you.”

So here come some peo ple who say,
“Je sus was not ac tu ally the Son of
God.” What are they do ing?!! They are
de stroy ing the very foun da tion of the
Chris tian faith; they are mak ing it im -
pos si ble for peo ple to ap pre ci ate the
love of God; they are de stroy ing—they 
are at tack ing Chris tian ity at its very
roots, and John says, “this is the spirit
of antichrist.”

De nial #3
Now on to point num ber three. The
antichrist says that Je sus Christ did not
come in the flesh. Think for a mo ment
on this point. John says there were peo -
ple who were say ing that Christ did not
come in the flesh. What were they in -

sin u at ing when they said that? What
did they mean by that? In what form
then did He come? What kind of be ing
was He? They were teach ing that He
was a su per nat u ral be ing. He was not a
nor mal man with the lim i ta tions of a
nor mal hu man be ing, but was rather a
su per nat u ral be ing who could not be
tempted as we are tempted, who could
not re ally die as we die, but was one
out side of the realm of hu man ex pe ri -
ence. He did not come “in the flesh.”

ROMAN CA THOL I CISM’S
KEY DOC TRINE

Can you see why we are ex am in ing
these verses to day? There is a teach ing, 
which is the foun da tional doc trine of
Ro man Ca thol i cism, which em bod ies
all three of these dan ger ous her e sies.
We are all aware of this teach ing, but
let us read it again. Many times when
peo ple are de fend ing the Sab bath they
pick up the writ ings of the Ro man
Cath o lic Church and read where the
Cath o lic Church boasts, “we changed
the Sab bath,” and they make a big
thing of it. Let us also read from the
writ ings of the Cath o lic Church as we
ex am ine this is sue. In the book Ca thol -
i cism we read the fol low ing state ment:

Un less (peo ple) keep this Faith
whole and un de filed, with out doubt
(they) shall per ish ev er last ingly. And
the Cath o lic faith is this: we wor ship
one God in Trin ity.

Now the Ro man Cath o lic in sti tu tion
is the or ga ni za tion which em bod ies the
whole sys tem of the antichrist, and in
Ca thol i cism you should ex pect to find
the es sence of the spirit of antichrist.
What does the Ro man Cath o lic Church 
claim as the whole foun da tion of her
faith; as the fun da men tal ba sis upon
which her doc trines are es tab lished?
The Cath o lic Church says, “the Cath o -
lic faith is this: we wor ship one God in
Trin ity.”

 In the Hand book For To day’s Cath -
o lic, on page 16, we find these words:

The mys tery of the trin ity is the cen -
tral doc trine of Cath o lic faith. On it
are based all the other teach ings of
the Church.



Those are strik ing words from the
writ ings of the Ro man Cath o lic
Church it self.

THE TRIN ITY DOC TRINE
DENIES  THREE TRUTHS

CON CERNING JESUS
CHRIST

Does the trin ity doc trine deny these
three es sen tial truths con cern ing Je sus
Christ, thereby dem on strat ing that it is
the very em bodi ment of the doc trine of
antichrist?

Do you know what are the two great
move ments in the world in these last
days that Sa tan will use in the ef fort to
de stroy God’s peo ple? Can we give
them a name? Yes we can. They are
apos ta te  Chris  t ian i ty  and
neo-paganism, oth er wise called mod -
ern spir i tu al ism in the form of the New
Age Move ment. These are the two
great forces that the devil will use to
work against God and His truth in these 
last days. These ba si cally are the two
great antichristian pow ers on the earth
in these last days.

In ter est ingly, those who know any -
thing about the New Age Move ment
will re al ize that the New Age Move -
ment de nies that Je sus is the Christ.
The peo ple who be long to this move -
ment are look ing for a mes siah to come
in the year 2000. Years ago when I was
in col lege, one of the tu tors was an
apos tle of this New Age mes siah. He
spent a great deal of his time try ing to
con vince peo ple that a sav iour would
ar rive on earth in the year 1999, named
Sananda, who would lead the world
into a thou sand years of en light en ment
and peace. He would be the next Christ.

Most of those in the New Age move -
ment and the east ern re li gions be lieve
in a re cy cling of the ages; an end less
rep e ti tion of the cy cles of life for all
eter nity. And they be lieve that Je sus
was just one of many messiahs who
would ar rive on the scene from time to
time. They be lieve that God’s rev e la -
tion of Him self changes with the
rev e la tion of each new mes siah, and
that there are still greater rev e la tions of
the “Christ-Spirit” to come.

In the New Age con cept, the Christ
is a hu man be ing who is pos sessed of
the di vine in flu ence, or the “Christ
Spirit,” in a marked man ner–not some -
body who is a once-and-for-all-time
rev e la tion of God; not re ally the ac tual, 
lit eral Son of the Al mighty God. In this
con cept, there can be many Christs or
sons of God. This teach ing clearly de -
nies that Je sus is THE Christ.

Ac cord ing to this teach ing the only
way in which Je sus could have been the 
Son of God was in the sense that the
spirit or sub stance or es sence of God
dwelt in Him. He would have been a
man who was in dwelt  by the
God-substance, thus mak ing Him the
“Son of God” for the earthly pe riod of
His ex is tence. He was the Son of God,
not by vir tue of who He was in trin si -
cally, but rather by vir tue of the fact
that an em a na tion from God rested
upon Him. His hu man iden tity was not
re ally who He was, but was ac tu ally,
s im ply a  body which the
“Christ-Spirit” in hab ited. When the
body died the di vine spirit de parted so
that only a hu man be ing died.
Logically, any other hu man be ing, sim -
i larly pos sessed by the di vine spirit,
could also be the Christ, or the “Son of
God.”

Ob vi ously, this teach ing would lead
to the con clu sion that the man Christ
Je sus, was a dif fer ent in di vid ual from
the be ing called the sec ond per son of
the god head. Je sus was not one per son,
di vine/hu man be cause of His or i gin,
but was rather two per sons, in hab it ing
one body and shar ing the same iden tity.

Un happily, the doc trine of the trin ity
has led many Chris tians to adopt a con -
cept of the in car na tion of Christ which
is very sim i lar to the teach ing of the
New Age re li gions. Many Chris tians
to day teach that on Cal vary the hu man
part of Je sus died but the “di vine part”
did not die. Does this not sug gest that
Je sus was not one per son, but two, and
that the in car na tion was not a di vine
be ing be com ing hu man, but rather a di -
vine be ing shar ing a body with a
hu man be ing.

Clearly see that this abom i na ble
teach ing is the re sult of an at tempt to
make sense of the Trin i tar ian doc trine.

In es sence the doc trine of the trin ity,
as taught by many Chris tian de nom i na -
tions, teaches that God is one En tity or
Sub stance which is ac tu ally three Be -
ings. These three per sons who make up 
the one God are equally im mor tal; they
can not die. They are equally eter nal;
none is older than the other. They are
equally om nip o tent; they are all com -
pletely, equally and ab so lutely
pow er ful in ev ery re spect—all three of
them. Now by this def i ni tion, if Je sus
Christ is the Son of God it is only by
name, be cause since they are the same
age none was be fore the other. Je sus
Christ could not, there fore, have been
God’s Son.

An other ver sion of the trin ity claims
that God is re ally one Be ing who man i -
fests Him self in three ways so that
Fa ther, Son and Holy Spirit are re ally
all the same per son. Note the fol low ing 
state ment of an Ad ven tist au thor:

...In OT rev e la tion, as Yahweh
Christ was the Fa ther. In the NT He
who was first called “Fa ther” ful -
filled an other role in which He is
called the “Son”. In bib li cal tes ti -
mony the same Je sus is both Fa ther
and Son, but at dif fer ent times...

The Fa ther and Son do not ex ist as
sep a rate be ings, they co ex ist as one
God...  (The Trin ity De bate - Part
One, by V.R. Christensen)

We see clearly how, from an other
an gle, this doc trine of the trin ity at -
tacks the true iden tity of Je sus Christ
and makes a lie of the truth that Je sus
Christ is the Son of God. This doc trine
de stroys the re al ity of that state ment
and makes God into a per son who does
not say what He means. The mea sure
of God’s love is the fact that He gave
His Son. Yet this doc trine clearly says
He did not give His Son!

Of fi cially, if you go to these
churches and you ask to see their state -
ment of be liefs, you will see as one of
their doc trines, “God gave His Son to
die for man kind.” But in ac tual fact, by
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the teach ing and def i ni tion of an other
of their doc trines, that of the trin ity,
you are to un der stand that though God
says He gave His Son to die you are not
to re ally be lieve that He did be cause Je -
sus was not  ac tu  al ly  His
Son—some one whom He had the au -
thor ity to give or to with hold. You are
not to be lieve He re ally did die, be -
cause He could not re ally die (for God
can not die). So in ac tual fact we say
one thing, but we be lieve some thing
else. Let me tell you some thing. You
don’t rule your be liefs. Your be liefs
rule you! In con se quence, I, for
twenty-one years of my Chris tian life,
could not ap pre ci ate Cal vary. I could -
n’t ap pre ci ate or un der stand what God
did for me there.

I am not a hyp o crite. By na ture I am
not a hyp o crite. I seek for the re al ity of
things. When I read a Bi ble text I try to
find out what it is say ing for me! When
I read some thing I want to get a proper
un der stand ing of it! Why does God say
He gave his Son when it was n’t re ally
His Son whom He gave? Why did He
say His Son died for my sins if He re -
ally did n’t die? What kind of dou ble
talk is that?

You know, in all of this I hear the
echo of the voice of a per son who many 
years ago asked the ques tion: “Yea,
hath God said…?” I hear an echo of the
voice of that per son in this teach ing.
“God says one thing but He means
some thing else. You can’t re ally deal
with God. You can’t re ally un der stand
what God is do ing; don’t bother to try.
Don’t bother to put your puny minds to
it. God is much big ger than you, and He 
is re ally just play ing with you lit tle
mor tals down here. It is saf est to keep
at a dis tance from Him.” I hear an echo
of that voice and those sen ti ments in
this teach ing.

John 3:16, the Trin i tar ian way: Do
you know what it says re ally? I am not
try ing to be amus ing. I am try ing to be
re al is tic.

For God… [For the one God, who is 
re ally three per sons. The first con fus -
ing idea.]

so loved the world that He gave His
Son [gave His Son to die…. who did
not re ally die]

gave His only be got ten Son [who
was not ac tu ally His real Son] that
who so ever be lieves in Him…. [Be -
lieves what? Be lieves that He was His
Son though He was not His Son!
Who so ever be lieves that lie] should
not per ish, but have ev er last ing life.

Now if the first part of the text is so
con fus ing, can you be lieve the last
part? When it says, “shall have ev er -
last ing life,” does it re ally mean, “shall
have ev er last ing death?” I mean Sa tan
has fixed it so that we re ally have no
way of prop erly ap pre ci at ing the mes -
sage of this verse! Now, we don’t re ally 
read it this way most of the time, but if
we tell the plain truth, is this not what a
per son is re quired to be lieve if he be -
lieves in the doc trine of the trin ity?
And is n’t there a cor re spond ing feel ing 
in the back of your mind if you are a
Trin i tar ian which says, “God is mys te -
ri ous and in com pre hen si ble. They say
I ought to love Him and they say He
loves me. I can not see it, but I am go ing 
to try to love Him and to try to be lieve
that He loves me, though my rea son re -
ally can not ap pre ci ate or un der stand in
what way his love for me was so ex cep -
tion ally man i fested when Je sus went to 
the cross. Firstly, He was not re ally
God’s Son, and sec ondly, He did not re -
ally die. So where is the sac ri fice which 
God made?” Do we need to be re -
minded again? “You don’t rule your
be liefs. Your be liefs rule you.” This is
why we live in a gen er a tion of Chris -
tians who don’t love God, be cause they 
don’t un der stand the love of God.

What is the rea son why we fall into
sin so of ten in spite of our de sire to do
oth er wise? Why is it that in spite of our
de sire to glo rify God, we let Him down
over and over again? I am dis cov er ing
that there is only one rea son: We don’t
love Him enough. The Scrip ture says,
“We love Him be cause He first loved
us.” (1 John 4:19) It says, “the love of
Christ constraineth us.” (2 Cor 5:14)
And yet we find that the knowl edge of
the love of God in Christ is not pow er -

ful enough to keep us from com mit ting
sin, and we must re al ize that some thing 
is wrong. We are not see ing God’s love 
prop erly.

Sa tan has suc ceeded in blind ing the
world to the great est truth which men
need to un der stand, and that is why this 
is the teach ing of antichrist! It has
worked in sid i ously for the better part
of two thou sand years to blind the
world to the great est truth that it so des -
per ately needs–the rev e la tion of the
mea sure of the love of God.

This is the rea son why we must not
leave this sub ject alone, be cause we are 
told that the cross will be the “sci ence
and song of the re deemed” for all the
ages of eter nity. What God did for me
through Christ will be my study, and I
tell you the truth, I could never see the
won der in it. It to tally eluded me un til I
came to see the truth about the god -
head. I had to re al ize that it was truly
His own, only be got ten Son that God
gave. I had to re al ize that this Son re -
ally died. I had to re al ize that when
Christ was on earth He was lim ited as
all men are. He was not pos sessed of
the pow ers of the om nip o tent God who
knew all things. He was not the Al -
mighty God. How could the Al mighty
God say to Him self, “my God, why
hast thou for saken me?” I mean what a
sham and a pre tense the whole thing
be comes if we look at it through the
eyes of the doc trine of the trin ity!

Now let us turn to the book of He -
brews and ex am ine an other text which
also makes it clear why it is so im por -
tant to cor rectly un der stand this mat ter. 
Let us go to He brews 2:9:

But we see Je sus, who was made a
lit tle lower than the an gels for the suf -
fer ing of death….

Why was Christ made lower than the 
an gels? FOR THE SUF FERING OF
DEATH! So that He could die! When
Christ came to the earth, one of the
main rea sons why He ac tu ally be came
a man was so that He could re ally die.
So let us ask an other ques tion: What is
death? It’s a ces sa tion of life. It’s a sep -
a ra tion of body and spirit and it puts the 



dead per son in such a state that he
knows noth ing, re mem bers noth ing,
has noth ing to do with any thing at all,
be cause His body and mind have
ceased to func tion. Now if this teach -
ing of the Trin i tar i ans that Je sus Christ
raised Him self from the dead is true,
then what it means is that Christ did not 
re ally die, or that death is not re ally an
un con scious sleep. An un con scious
per son can not raise him self from the
dead! This is an other of those con fus -
ing doc trines which is the fruit of the
Trin i tar ian be lief. This doc trine, in
fact, gives strength to the teach ings of
spir i tu al ism, and in par tic u lar to the be -
lief that death is re ally a state of
con scious ex is tence in which a per son
re tains all his fac ul ties of mind and
con scious ness, sim ply ex chang ing this 
fleshly state for an other less tan gi ble.
Let us con tinue to ex am ine the verse. It
says:

 … crowned with glory and hon our;
that he by the grace of God should
taste death for ev ery man. (He brews
2:9)

Now, if Je sus Christ died for ev ery
man, it is ob vi ous that the death which
He died is the death which ev ery man
should have died. The death that we
should die is a ces sa tion of life. If Je sus
did not die that death, it means that he
did not re ally die for men. Can you see
how the whole plan of sal va tion is be -
ing made out to be just a sham by this
doc trine? To be just a form; just a clev -
erly acted play with out any sub stance
or re al ity to it.

Let us go down to verse 16 of the
same chap ter. It says:

 For ver ily he took not on him the
na ture of an gels but he took on him the 
seed of Abra ham. Where fore in all
things it be hoved him to be made like
unto his breth ren that he might be a
mer ci ful and faith ful high priest in
things per tain ing to God, to make rec -
on cil i a tion for the sins of the peo ple. 
(He brews 2:16,17)

The point here is that if He was not
made ex actly like His breth ren He can -

not be a mer ci ful and faith ful High
Priest.

For in that he him self hath suf fered
be ing tempted, he is able to suc cour
them that are tempted.  (He brews
2:18)

God can not be tempted. Where does
it say that? James 1:13. God can not be
tempted. You can not tempt a Be ing
who sees the end from the be gin ning,
but Christ was truly tempted, so the
scrip tures say, and He had to be
tempted in or der that He could suc cour, 
or help us. He had to be hu man, He had
to be sub ject to death in or der that He
could die for our sakes. It was not a
sham or a pre tense. But the trin ity doc -
trine, I say, at tacks these foun da tional
truths, there fore, it is the teach ing of
antichrist.

More Apos tasy
How ever, the apos tasy does not stop
there. I was in ter ested to find out that
from the very be gin ning it was Sa tan’s
de sire to be wor shiped like God. We all
know the story. Isa iah 14 brings out
that point very clearly where Sa tan
says,

…I will ex alt my throne above the
stars of God: I will sit also upon the
mount of the con gre ga tion, in the
sides of the north: I will as cend above
the heights of the clouds; I will be like
the most High. (Isa iah 14:13,14)

Now let me ask you: from the very
be gin ning of Sa tan’s re bel lion in
heaven what was Sa tan’s bone of con -
ten tion? Spe cifically, what was the
in ci dent that sparked his re bel lion
against God?

The is sue was that he was not called
to par tic i pate in the coun sel be tween
God and Christ that planned the cre -
ation of the world and man.

How many Be ings were in that
coun sel? Three? Can we find one piece
of ev i dence to say it was three? Is there
any where in any in spired writ ing
where it says there were three in that
coun sel? Zechariah  6:13 says:

... the coun sel of peace shall be be -
tween them both.

 Of course this re fers to an other
coun sel be tween the Fa ther and the
Son, (the He brew word trans lated
“both” means two) but even in that
pre-creation coun sel, if you ex am ine it
from the Bi ble or the writ ings of El len
White, you can not find one sin gle
piece of ev i dence to say that there were
three per sons. There is no such ev i -
dence. Over and over we are made to
un der stand that it was a coun sel be -
tween Fa ther and Son.

The Sov er eign of the uni verse was
not alone in His work of be nef i cence.
He had an as so ci ate – a co-worker
who could ap pre ci ate His pur poses,
and could share His joy in giv ing hap -
pi ness to cre ated be ings. “In the
be gin ning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God.
The same was in the be gin ning with
God.” John 1:1, 2. Christ, the Word,
the only be got ten of God, was one
with the eter nal Fa ther – one in na -
ture, in char ac ter, in pur pose – the
only be ing that could en ter into all the
coun sels and pur poses of God. (Pa tri -
archs and Prophets, p. 34)

It is said that the Holy Spirit is the
third per son of the god head in the same
man ner that the Fa ther and Son are, but
strangely, ei ther he was not in the coun -
sel or Sa tan was not jeal ous of his
po si tion!!

The truth is that there were only two
per sons in that coun sel.

Be fore the as sem bled in hab it ants of 
heaven the King de clared that none
but Christ, the Only Be gotten of God,
could fully en ter into His pur poses,
and to Him it was com mit ted to ex e -
cute the mighty coun sels of His will.
(Pa tri archs and Prophets p.36)

How ever, there was one per son who
felt that there should be three per sons.
This per son wanted to be the third
mem ber of the coun sel. He felt that he
should have been in there, and this per -
son was Sa tan.

WHAT DID SATAN WANT?
Let us just look at an in ter est ing lit tle
an gle to Sa tan’s am bi tions. Did Sa tan
have any ideas that he could give to
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God? I mean to say, were there in sights 
and sug ges tions that he could have
made to the Fa ther and the Son to en -
hance their plans for cre at ing the world
and man kind? Could he, per haps, by
add ing his power to God’s power, have 
helped in mak ing the cre ation of the
world eas ier? Of course not! So why
would he want to go into a plan ning
coun sel when he had noth ing to of fer?
Why? The only thing that Sa tan could
have achieved by get ting into that
coun sel is that his im age would have
been en hanced. It would have given the 
im pres sion that he was on equal ity
with God and His Son; in fact, it would
have made it ap pear that he him self
was wor thy of wor ship. This was re ally 
what Sa tan was af ter! He wanted to be
glo ri fied. He wanted to be wor shiped
as God. He had noth ing to of fer, ab so -
lutely noth ing. He only wanted to get in 
there be cause he wanted an op por tu -
nity to be ex alted and to be wor shiped.

Be cause of his pre sump tu ous ness,
Lu ci fer was kicked out of heaven.
What do you think his main de sire has
been since he came to this world? Have 
his am bi tions changed since he came to 
live among men? No! His goals re main
the same, and he has car ried on the
same cam paign for wor ship here in this 
world. Ac cord ing to the Bi ble he will
have his wor ship here on planet earth
be cause Rev e la tion 13:4 says: “And
they wor shiped the dragon which gave
power unto the beast.” Now you know,
when they wor ship the dragon they
don’t fall down on their faces and say,
“hail Sa tan!”

Whose name is it that they ac tu ally
call upon? It is God’s name! But in ac -
tual fact they are wor ship ing Sa tan!
Why? Be cause they are wor ship ing
God in the wrong way! This is sim i lar
to what Paul says. He says, look here; I
don’t want you to eat food which has
been sac ri ficed unto idols. Now we
know that an idol is noth ing in the
world. But the things that the gen tiles
of fer unto idols they of fer unto dev ils,
and I don’t want you to have fel low ship 
with dev ils.” (See 1 Co rin thi ans 8:4;
10:19, 20.)

You may know that there is no mean -
ing to the idol or to the wor ship
ser vices ded i cated to the idol, but you
can not mix up with idol a ters or par tic i -
pate in their rit u als. They think they are 
wor ship ing God, but ac tu ally it is dev -
ils who are an swer ing their prayers and
who they are deal ing with, so you have
noth ing to do with them. And he shows
us that even though we are Chris tians it
is dan ger ous to be mixed up with a
false phi los o phy and a false idea.

PA GAN ISM RE VEALS THE
TRUTH!

Now Sa tan wanted from the be gin ning
to be a mem ber of the god head. For his
pre sump tu ous ness, God cast him out
of heaven. But down here on earth Sa -
tan has more care fully and sub tly
worked to achieve the same goal by in -
sin u at ing his ideas into the think ing of
men. In pa gan ism, which is more
openly un der the con trol of Sa tan,
more ev i dently con trolled by sa tanic
prin ci ples and phi los o phies, where he
re veals him self fully and openly, I have 
found some thing that is fright en ing. If I 
was n’t star tled be fore this, I cer tainly
was fright ened when I dis cov ered this.

I first found this in for ma tion in Web -
ster’s New World Dic tio nary, and
sub se quently found es sen tially the
same in for ma tion in sev eral en cy clo -
pe dias, in clud ing Col lier’s  and
Compton’s. I looked up the word Trin -
ity and found that there is a trin ity in the 
Bud dhist be lief, a trin ity in the be lief of 
an cient Egypt, (Isis, Horus and Seb),
and there is a trin ity in the Hindu re li -
gion. I did n’t know that. I thought the
Hin dus wor shiped a mil lion gods, but
ap par ently these lesser gods in the
Hindu re li gion, such as Ha nu man the
mon key god and Ganesh the el e phant
god, are some thing like the saints and
holy men who are ven er ated by the
Cath o lic Church. But they be lieve in
this su preme trio of three gods,
Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva.

Brahma

1. the su preme and eter nal es sence
or spirit of the uni verse

2. the chief mem ber of the trin ity
(Brahma, Vishnu, and Siva) and cre -
ator of the uni verse. (A Book of Be liefs
by Allan, Butterworth & Langley)

This sounds just like God the Fa ther
and, but for the name, we Chris tians
could al most go with that as a de scrip -
tion of God, the Fa ther.

Vishnu

the sec ond mem ber of the trin ity
(Brahma, Vishnu, and Siva), called
the Pre server and pop u larly held to
have had sev eral hu man in car na -
tions, most im por tant of which is
Krishna. (Ibid.)

Again this is star tlingly like Chris -
tian ity. Strangely, the sec ond mem ber
of the Hindu trin ity is be lieved to have
been in car nated or born as a hu man be -
ing sev eral times, with the most
out stand ing in car na tion be ing Krishna, 
and the word Krishna sounds amaz -
ingly like Christ. So again, the
sim i lar ity is star tling.

Now please re mem ber, as we go to
the third mem ber of the Hindu trin ity,
what I said. Sa tan re veals him self more 
openly in pa gan ism than in Chris tian -
ity. Let us now go to the third god of the 
Hindu trin ity.

Shiva

Hindu god of de struc tion ….

Shiva dif fers in char ac ter from
Vishnu. He has a dark and grim side to 
his na ture ... Shiva is of ten de scribed
as lurk ing in hor ri ble places such as
bat tle fields and cem e ter ies. In sculp -
ture he is of ten shown wear ing a
gar land of skulls and sur rounded by
evil spir its as he dances the grim
dance by which he de stroys the world.
(Ibid.)

In Hin du ism, a pa gan re li gion where
Sa tan man i fests him self openly, the
third per son of the god head is the god
of death and de struc tion!

How ever, in Chris tian ity, Sa tan
would not dare to re veal him self so
openly. In or der to de ceive Chris tians
Sa tan must in sin u ate him self more
cun ningly. Here, if he re vealed him self



in his true iden tity, he would be re -
pulsed and shunned in hor ror. So
in stead, he has in vented a third being
who does not ex ist and in this way he
has cre ated an av e nue through which
he may be wor shiped.

On most Sun days the fol low ing
prayer to the Holy Spirit ap pears in the
Ja mai can news pa per, The Sunday
Gleaner:

“Holy Spirit, thou who make me to
see ev ery thing and show me the way to 
reach my ide als. You who give the di -
vine gifts to for give and for get any
wrong done to me and who are in all
in stances in my life with me. Help me
to do no wrong to any one. In this short
di a logue I want to thank you for ev -
ery thing and con firm once more that I
never want to be sep a rated from you,
no mat ter how great the ma te rial de -
sires may be. I want to be with you and
my loved ones when Je sus co mes.
Amen.” Say this prayer for three con -
sec u tive days with out stat ing your
wish. It will be granted to you on the
third day, no mat ter how dif fi cult.
Prom ise to pub lish the prayer as soon
as your wish is granted. “Thank you
Holy Spirit.”

Now al though this seems to be a fine
prayer with nice sen ti ments, this is not
the way of God. This is the way of the
Obeah man or the witch doc tor! You

can get any thing you want! Just say this 
prayer three times. Who prays that
way? Pa gans. This is vain rep e ti tion.
Just re peat these words over and over
and you will have your an swer. This is
a prayer ad dressed to some body other
than God, no mat ter how good and
beau ti ful the sen ti ments may be that
are ex pressed in it.

What hap pens when you pray with a
false con cept of God, or of His work
and pur poses? Do you re mem ber what
El len White wrote in Early Writ ings,
page 54?

Then I saw an ex ceed ing bright light 
come from the Fa ther to the Son, and
from the Son it waved over the peo ple
be fore the throne. But few would re -
ceive this great light. Many came out
from un der it and im me di ately re sisted
it; oth ers were care less and did not
cher ish the light, and it moved off from
them. Some cher ished it, and went and
bowed down with the lit tle pray ing
com pany. This com pany all re ceived
the light and re joiced in it, and their
coun te nances shone with its glory.

I saw the Fa ther rise from the throne
and in a flam ing char iot go into the
holy of holies within the veil, and sit
down. Then Je sus rose up from the
throne, and the most of those who were
bowed down arose with Him. I did not
see one ray of light pass from Je sus to
the care less mul ti tude af ter He arose,
and they were left in per fect dark ness
… Then a cloudy char iot, with wheels
like flam ing fire, sur rounded by an gels, 
came to where Je sus was. He stepped
into the char iot and was borne to the
ho li est, where the Fa ther sat. . . . Those
who rose up with Je sus would send up
their faith to Him in the ho li est, and
pray, “My Fa ther, give us Thy Spirit.”
Then Je sus would breathe upon them
the Holy Ghost. In that breath was
light, power, and much love, joy, and
peace.

I turned to look at the com pany who 
were still bowed be fore the throne;
they did not know that Je sus had left it. 
Sa tan ap peared to be by the throne,
try ing to carry on the work of God. I
saw them look up to the throne, and
pray, “Fa ther, give us Thy Spirit.” Sa -

tan would then breathe upon them an
un holy in flu ence; in it there was light
and much power, but no sweet love,
joy, and peace.

It says that the Fa ther and the Son
moved from a cer tain place and went
into an other place. Some peo ple
(Chris tians!) re mained in the first
place, pray ing to God … they were
pray ing to God! They were call ing His
name; they were di rect ing their prayers 
up wards, yet what hap pened? Sa tan
pre sented him self and be gan to an swer
their prayers and to pour out a spirit
upon them. They were pray ing to God
and yet Sa tan was be ing per mit ted to
an swer their prayers and to en shroud
them in dark ness. Why? Be cause their
wor ship was not ac cord ing to the light
which God had re vealed. They were at -
tempt ing to wor ship God, but in
con tra dic tion to re vealed truth! Be -
cause of that, Sa tan pre sented him self
to an swer their prayers and to re ceive
their wor ship. He used the op por tu nity.

What I am say ing is that it is not a
light thing to pray to a per son who does
not ex ist. It is not a light thing to be
pray ing to God in a way that is con trary 
to His rev e la tion. To day when you see
peo ple pray ing for the “Holy Spirit”
and be ing filled with a spirit that is
strange and un god like, you have to re -
al ize that some thing very se ri ous is
hap pen ing. Can it be that this “Holy
Spirit” man i fes ta tion is the great
agency by which Sa tan will re ceive
wor ship in the world in the last days?

Now that is a strik ing, star tling
thought. But when I look at the scrip -
tures ,  and even at  these facts
con cern ing the Hindu trin ity, and see
so clearly the iden tity of Shiva, I am
fright ened. Chills run down my spine.
There was a time in my life when I tried 
to pray to the Holy Spirit. Any of you
who have ever tried this will find that it
is very dif fi cult. You can not truly pray
to, and be come ac quainted with, a be -
ing who does not ex ist. All you will
have to de pend on is your own imag i -
na tion, and this is a very poor sub sti tute 
for re al ity. I tried it be cause I thought
that I should pray to the Holy Spirit. I
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thought that he was an other per son in
the god head like the Fa ther and the
Son, so why should I ne glect him? In
re al ity, I could not break through to
God and was in dan ger of mak ing con -
tact with an other be ing with whom I
wish to have noth ing to do!

The Scrip tures do not teach that the
Holy Spirit is a sep a rate Be ing from the 
Fa ther and the Son. When Je sus says,
“the com forter will come,” He ex -
plains what He means by say ing, “I
will come.” (See John 14:16,18) Je sus
is a real Be ing. The Fa ther is a real Be -
ing. If when the Spirit co mes it is the
ac tual pres ence of the Fa ther and the
Son, then the Holy Spirit must be a real

Be ing; a real Per son, but it is the Per son 
of the Fa ther Him self. Not Some one
sep a rate and apart from Him self. We
find in hu man think ing a dim re flec tion 
of the truth of the mat ter. Some peo ple
be lieve that it is pos si ble for you to be
here and for your spirit to leave your
body and to wan der around the place.
Now we know that in hu man be ings
this is not pos si ble. But is this dif fi cult
for God? Je sus said that “God is a
Spirit.” (John 4:24) He has al ways
filled the uni verse from the days of
eter nity. We are not to imag ine that be -
cause we may go to heaven and see
Him sit ting on a throne that this is all
there is of the Fa ther. The Al mighty
God, the Fa ther of all in fin ity, can not
be con fined to one body or to one
place. His mind, His pres ence, His per -
son al ity still does, and al ways will,
“fill heaven and earth.” This om ni pres -
ent per son al ity of the Fa ther, fill ing the
en tire uni verse, is the Holy Spirit. The
Holy Spirit is the pres ence of God.

THE WOR SHIP
OF BAB Y LON

Pop u lar Chris tian ity’s be lief con cern -
ing God is per fectly typ i fied, is
per fectly ex em pli fied, in Rev e la tion’s
de scrip tion of Bab y lon be cause even
within the com mon fel low ship of Trin -
i tar ian Ecu me nism, Trin i tar i ans have
many dif fer ent def i ni tions of their
Trin i tar ian God! It was Je sus who said
to a woman once, “You wor ship, you
know not what,” and when He said it
He did not say it in a com pli men tary
way. He did not com pli ment the
woman for her ig no rance. He went on
to say, “God is a Spirit, and they that
wor ship Him must wor ship in spirit

and in TRUTH!” Not only in spirit, but
in truth. We must know who and what
we wor ship be cause the Bi ble has
clearly re vealed who God is. It is a pe -
cu liar kind of dark ness which makes
Chris tians in sist that we should not
bother to study the sub ject of who God
is in spite of the fact that the Bi ble has
so plainly ex plained it.

We are liv ing in a fright en ing age
and I am con vinced that Sa tan is ac -
com plish ing his aims while men sleep;
very sub tly, but very suc cess fully.
Sadly, most peo ple think they are wor -
ship ing God when the re al ity is that
they don’t even know what they are
wor ship ing. Sa tan is the one who takes
ad van tage of this ig no rance and re -
ceives this wor ship.

I want you to con sider that the ma -
jor  i ty of  those who are cal led
Chris tians are ac tu ally pos sessed, in
this teach ing, of the spirit of antichrist,
in clud ing those who call them selves
Sev enth-day Ad ven tists, if they hold to 
the be liefs of the de nom i na tion as they
are de fined to day.

A WORTH WHILE PRO JECT

What I am say ing, fi nally, is this: Let us 
pray that God will help us so that for
the rest of our lives we might work to
ex alt this truth about who God is, with
sin gle-minded de vo tion. We can not
ex haust the sub ject be cause the Lord
tells us that we will study it for all eter -
nity. There are dif fer ent an gles and
av e nues to this sub ject, and ev ery other 
truth if it is truth, in clud ing the sanc tu -
ary truth, must har mo nize with this
teach ing. I in tend to search that out.
But I am say ing to you broth ers, and
sis ters as well, let us study it out for
our selves and as we find it to be true,
take up the pro ject of pro mot ing it far
and wide. The first an gel’s mes sage
says, “fear God and give glory to Him.” 
There is some thing there about who
God is; about whom the TRUE God is
and how He ought to be wor shiped that
is the fo cus of the mes sage of the last
time. There fore, let us study the sub ject 
and if you think it is worth while, take
up this pro ject of pro mot ing the wor -
ship of the only true God.

God wants peo ple who will stand up
for His truth in this time, and if we
don’t do some thing soon we just might
be among the most en light ened peo ple
in the lake of fire. It is not those who are 
ever learn ing who will be saved, but it
is those who are ever putt ing into prac -
tice what they learn. At the last day
God will not ask you what you learned,
but what you did! So I hope that we will 
re mem ber this, and I hope that God
will help us to un der stand these truths
better and to live by them. ?

(Brother Da vid writes from his home 
in Ja maica. This ar ti cle is soon to be
avail able in book let for mat from Da vid 
or Smyrna {see page 12}. You may
write to Da vid at: P. O. Box 23,
Knockpatrick, Man ches ter, Ja maica,
W.I. His phone num ber is (876)
904-7392. Da vid’s e-mail ad dress is:
david000@cwjamaica.com.)

Be fore the as sem bled in hab it ants of heaven the King de -
clared that none but Christ, the Only Be gotten of God,
could fully en ter into His pur poses, and to Him it was
com mit ted to ex e cute the mighty coun sels of His will.
(Pa tri archs and Prophets p.36)



Home Duties - El len G. White

Dear young friends, Let
me point you to the life of

Christ, to his com pas sion, his hu -
mil ity and love, his in ex press ible
ten der ness. You are to copy his ex -
am ple. God has given you life and
all the rich bless ings that make it en -
joy able, and in re turn he has claims
upon you for ser vice, for grat i tude,
for love, for obe di ence to his law.
These claims are of the first im por -
tance, and can not be lightly
dis re garded; but he re quires noth ing 
of you that will not make you hap -
pier, even in this life. He re quires
you to con trol pas sion, to re strain
self ish thoughts and ac tions, and to
leave fret ful words un spo ken.
Would Je sus re  quire this
self-control, if it were not for your
real hap pi ness to prac tice it? No; he
wishes you to cul ti vate such traits of 
char ac ter as will bring peace to your
own hearts, and en able you to
brighten other hearts and lives with
the sun shine of love, joy, and cheer -
ful con tent ment.

If you are truly con verted, if you
are chil dren of Je sus, you will honor 
your par ents; you will not only do
what they tell you, but will watch
for op por tu ni ties to help them. In
do ing this you are work ing for Je -
sus.  He con sid ers  al l  these
care-taking, thought ful deeds as
done to him self. This is the most im -
por tant kind of mis sion ary work;
and those who are faith ful in these
lit tle ev ery-day du ties are gain ing a
valu able ex pe ri ence. Would it not
be well to talk these mat ters over
when you are to gether, and see what
plans you can de vise to be come
home mis sion ar ies? By cheer ful
obe di ence and man i fest ing a lov ing, 

help ful dis po si tion in the home cir -
cle, you lighten the cares and
bur dens of your par ents, and thus
show true love for them, while ex -
em pli fy ing the grace of Christ. Take 
your older friends into your coun sel, 
and see what you can do in this di -
rec tion. 

Many chil dren go about their
home du ties as though they were
dis agree able tasks, and their faces
plainly show the dis agree able. They 
find fault and mur mur, and noth ing
is done will ingly. This is not
Christ-like; it is the spirit of Sa tan,
and if you cher ish it, you will be like
him. You will be mis er a ble your -
selves, and will make all about you
mis er a ble. Do not com plain of how
much you have to do, and how lit tle
time you have for amuse ment, but
be thought ful and care-taking. By
em ploy ing your time in some use ful 
work, you will be clos ing a door
against Sa tan's temp ta tions. Re -
mem ber that Je sus lived not to
please him self, and you must be like 
him. Make this mat ter one of re li -
gious prin ci ple, and ask Je sus to
help you. By ex er cis ing your mind
in this di rec tion, you will be pre par -
ing to be come bur den-bearers in the
cause of God, as you have been
care-takers in the home cir cle. You
will have a good in flu ence upon
oth ers, and may win them to the ser -
vice of Christ. 

Some young per sons who have
the priv i lege of at tend ing school, do
not im prove their ad van tages. They
would like to read and write ac cu -
rately, but the price of ex cel lence is
hard work, and they will not pay it.
They re mind me of the youth whose
fa ther sent him to school, and gave

him ev ery ad van tage for
gain ing a good ed u ca tion; but
he ne glected to study, say ing that
his fa ther was able to give him a lib -
eral ed u ca tion, and he was not go ing 
to bother his brains about it. You
will all say at once that he would re -
main ig no rant, for there is no royal
road to learn ing. But wish ing for a
healthy re li gious ex pe ri ence with -
out mak ing ear nest, self-denying
ef fort, will be equally use less.
Sighing over your ig no rance of di -
vine things will never make you
wise unto sal va tion. There are ten
thou sand slug gish tears and sighs
to ward heaven that will never win
one smile of ap proval from Je sus.
Do not think that a Chris tian ex pe ri -
ence will come to you of it self.
When you make up your mind to do
some thing on which your heart is
set, you do not give up for dif fi cul -
ties, but try again and again. Put the
same en ergy and de ter mi na tion to
suc ceed into the ser vice of Christ,
and you will not fail of a re ward.

I point you, dear young friends, to 
Je sus. I com mend you to his grace.
He in vites your con fi dence; and if
you trust him in the sim plic ity of
faith, he will come into your heart,
and take up his abode with you, and
will be to you an ever-present help
in ev ery time of need. Will you com -
ply with the con di tions laid down in
his word? Will you come to Je sus?
Many of you pro fess to be his fol -
low ers; will you not be gin now to
im i tate him in your lives?

*************************

(Re printed from The Youth’s In -
struc tor, Jan u ary 30, 1884)
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De cep tion in the Sab bath School Quar terly
The Adult Sab bath School quar terly for March 20-26,
1999 was en ti tled, “The Ad ven tist Church and Rev e la -
tion.” The “key Thought” for the les son was:

Al though none of the found ers of the Sev enth-day Ad -
ven tist Church held ad vanced theo log i cal de grees, they
were keen stu dents of the Bi ble. The doc trines for mu lated
by the time the church was or ga nized in 1860 still are the
ba sic fun da men tal doc trines of the church. They have
stood the test of time and the ever-advancing un der stand -
ing of how to in ter pret the Bi ble.

This state ment is in cred i ble! Let us no tice what is says.
First is states that none of the found ers “held ad vanced
theo log i cal de grees.” While it may not be pos si ble to doc u -
ment, we know of none of the found ers that had any col lege 
de grees ei ther, theo log i cal or ad vanced theo log i cal! The S.
D. A. En cy clo pe dia makes no men tion of col lege train ing
for James White, El len White, J. N. Loughborough, Uriah
Smith, Jo seph Bates, or J. H. Waggoner. 

Sec ond, the ar ti cle ad mits that the pi o neers were “keen
stu dents of the Bi ble.” This is very cor rect. Even a causal
read ing of their ma te rial shows this to be true. 

Third, the ar ti cle states that “The doc trines for mu lated
by the time the church was or ga nized in 1860 still are the
ba sic fun da men tal doc trines of the church. They have
stood the test of time.” While these truths have stood the
test of time (truth never changes), the basic fun da men tal 
doc trines about God are not “the ba sic fun da men tal doc -
trines of the church” to day.

A com par i son of the early lit er a ture that was pub lished
around 1860 clearly re veals that the pi o neers of the Sev -
enth-day Ad ven tist Church did not be lieve in the doc trine
of the Trin ity. The pi o neers be lieved the Bi ble truth that the 
Fa ther is the “Sov er eign of the uni verse,” not a co-equal,
co-eternal mem ber of the God head. (Pa tri archs and
Prophets, p. 34) They also be lieved that Je sus was the lit -
eral Son of the Fa ther be fore the in car na tion. This be lief on
the son ship of Christ was held by the early pi o neers
through the first part of the 20th cen tury. State ments such
as this one by Ste phen Haskell  were typ i cal:

Back in the ages, which fi nite mind can not fathom, the
Fa ther and Son were alone in the uni verse. Christ was the
first be got ten of the Fa ther, and to Him Je ho vah made
known the di vine plan of Cre ation. (The Story of the Seer of
Patmos, p. 93)

In 1872, El der James White pub lished the church’s ear li -
est state ment of be liefs. This state ment prop erly re flects
the writ ings of the early Ad ven tists from the time pe riod of
1860. Con cern ing the doc trine of God they stated:

I. That there is one God, a per sonal, spir i tual be ing, the
cre ator of all things, om nip o tent, om ni scient, and eter nal,

in fi nite in wis dom, ho li ness, jus tice, good ness, truth, and
mercy; un change able, and ev ery where pres ent by his rep -
re sen ta tive, the Holy Spirit. Ps. 139:7.

II. That there is one Lord Je sus Christ, the Son of the
Eter nal Fa ther, the one by whom God cre ated all things,
and by whom they do con sist; that he took on him the na -
ture of the seed of Abra ham for the re demp tion of our fallen 
race; that he dwelt among men full of grace and truth, lived 
our ex am ple, died our sac ri fice, was raised for our jus ti fi -
ca tion, as cended on high to be our only me di a tor in the
sanc tu ary in Heaven, where, with his own blood he makes
atone ment for our sins; which atone ment so far from be ing
made on the cross, which was but the of fer ing of the sac ri -
fice, is the very last por tion of his work as priest ac cord ing
to the ex am ple of the Levitical priest hood, which fore shad -
owed and pre fig ured the min is try of our Lord in Heaven.
See Lev. 16; Heb. 8:4, 5; 9:6, 7; &c.

The book Is sues, pub lished by the S.D.A. De nom i na tion  
to dis credit cer tain in de pend ent min is tries, calls the 1872
state ment “dis tinctly non-Trinitarian”  (p. 39) This stands
in stark con trast to the cur rent state ment voted at the Dal las 
Gen eral Con fer ence Ses sion of 1980 which says in part:

THE TRIN ITY - There is one God: Fa ther, Son, and
Holy Spirit, a unity of three co-eternal per sons. God is im -
mor tal, all-powerful, all-knowing, above all, and ever
pres ent.

This is fol lowed by three state ments en ti tled, “THE
FATHER,” “THE SON,” “THE HOLY SPIRIT.”

George Knight, An drews Uni ver sity Pro fes sor boldly 
de clares this change of doctrine to be “the ‘New The ol -
ogy!’” (Min is try, Oc to ber 1993, p. 11)

With such clear ev i dence that rad i cal change has been
made, why would the au thors of the quar terly make the
state ment un der the sec tion, “Key Thought”? Ig no rance
can hardly be offeredas an ex cuse for Leo Van Dolson, the
prin ci pal con trib u tor. Van Dolson is a man of ex pe ri ence
who has been around long enough to know better. How -
ever, it must be re mem bered that his work was sub ject to
ed i to rial work. Philip G. Samaan is listed as the ed i tor and
Lyndelle Brower Chiomenti is listed as the as so ci ate ed i -
tor. It is dif fi cult to be lieve that they could hold these
po si tions with out at least a su per fi cial knowl edge of the
his tory of the move ment. If ig no rance is to be claimed,
then re place ments who are better ed u cated should be
found.

Any rea son other than ig no rance should be tan ta mount
to their res ig na tion!  There can be no ex cuse for try ing to
de ceive peo ple into a false se cu rity that their church is sta -
ble and un chang ing. While the rev e la tion of truth is
pro gres sive, new light will never change old light.
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Some claim that God waited fifty years to “straighten
out” the Ad ven tists on the doc trine of God. This claim
raises se ri ous is sues about God Him self. Why did He raise
up a move ment to give the world its last mes sage of warn -
ing and al low it to be based in what is to day con sid ered
dev il ish er ror? Why would God send mes sages to El len
White such as the fol low ing:

The truths given us af ter the pass ing of the time in 1844
are just as cer tain and un change able as when the Lord
gave them to us in an swer to our ur gent prayers. The vi sions 
that the Lord has given me are so re mark able that we know
that what we have ac cepted is the truth. This was dem on -
strated by the Holy Spirit. Light, pre cious light from God,
es tab lished the main points of our faith as we hold them to -
day. (1 MR, p. 53 - Let ter 50, 1906 - em pha sis sup plied)

The prin ci ples of truth that God has re vealed to us are
our only true plat form. (1 SM,  p. 201)

This foun da tion was built by the Mas ter Worker, and will 
stand storm and tem pest. (Ibid.,  p. 204)

Con cern ing the al pha of heresies, Sis ter White wrote:
“Who has au thor ity to be gin such a move ment? We have
our Bibles. We have our ex pe ri ence, at tested to by the mi -

rac u lous work ing of the Holy Spirit. We have a truth that
ad mits of no com pro mise. Shall we not re pu di ate ev ery -
thing that is not in har mony with this truth?” (ST, se ries B,
num ber 2, p. 55) If we were given a truth that “ad mits of no
com pro mise,” why have we changed?

A. Stump
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Old Paths is pub lished monthly by Smyrna Gos pel Min is tries,
HC 64 Box 128-B, Welch, WV 24801-9606. It is sent free upon
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As so ci ate Edi tor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lynn ford Beachy

Two New Book lets:  We are soon to have two of
Brother Da vid Clay ton’s best stud ies avail able in book let
form. The Spirit of Antichrist is the first ar ti cle in this is sue
of Old Paths. A Time to Choose is an ex cel lent Bi ble-based 
book let on the mark of the beast de signed for peo ple of all
faiths. The re quested do na tion will be $1.00 each plus ac -
tual post age. We hope to have these avail able by June.
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