
Old Paths
Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for
the old paths, where is the good way, and
walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your 
souls.  Jer e miah 6:16

The se cret of the LORD is with them that
fear  Him;  and  He  will  show  them  His
cov e nant. Psalm 25:14
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The Fate of the Wicked
By El der Wil lis Smith

Da vid wrote: “For yet a lit tle while, and the
wicked shall not be: yea, thou shalt dil i gently

con sider his place, and it shall not be.” (Psalms 37:10)

The Bi ble tells us that the wicked shall pros per in
their wick ed ness. They will gain much wealth, through 
their evil and wicked deal ings, from those with whom
they do busi ness. But we are not to fret be cause they
are seem ingly re ceiv ing bless ings be cause those are
the only bless ings they will ever re ceive. The scrip ture
above tells us that we are not to fret nor be en vi ous of
them. The rea son is sim ple: They are re ceiv ing an
earthly re ward, but we are look ing for ward to the heav -
enly re ward.

All around us we can see the wicked pros per; drug
deal ers, thieves, mur der ers for hire, rap ists, rac ists,
etc., pros per ing in what they do in stead of (in our eye -
sight) be ing pun ished. In stead of spend ing time be hind 
bars with their rights taken from them for their evil
deeds, they are al lowed to write books and earn money
while liv ing be hind bars. They are glam or ized on TV
and ra dio and idol ized by many fool ish women who
think of these men as some kind of heroes. Many
women love to be as so ci ated with these kinds of men.
How very twisted these minds are. May the Lord help
us all from these per ver sions!

We must re mem ber that all of this is only a part of
their eter nal re ward. We should not fret. One day God
shall give this earth to the righ teous, and there will be
no wicked peo ple and no wick ed ness at all in God’s do -
main. “For they shall soon be cut down like the grass,
and wither as the green herb.” (Psalms 37:2) It is af ter
the wicked are cut down (burned up) that God shall
give us the earth made new. “For, be hold, I cre ate new
heav ens and a new earth: and the for mer shall not be re -

mem bered, nor come into mind.” (Isa iah 65:17) The
wicked must per ish be fore God can give us this earth.

It would do us well to re mem ber the golden rule that
says, Do unto oth ers as you would like for them to do
unto you. (See Mat thew 7:12.) It seems so un fair for
the wicked to be al lowed to pros per and do so well
while the righ teous suf fer and can hardly stand. And
this makes many of us very an gry, but our an ger should
not turn to wrath. The golden rule ap plies also to our
deal ings with the wicked. The Bi ble speaks of righ -
teous an ger, but it is not proper for that an ger to cause
us to sin. The Bi ble says, “Be ye an gry, and sin not.”
(Ephe sians. 4:26) “Cease from an ger, and for sake
wrath: fret not thy self in any wise to do evil.” (Psalms
37:8) So let us pray that God gives us the will and the
power to keep from sin ning against the wicked as they
have sinned against us. Let us hold fast to the golden
rule that we pro fess to be lieve in as we fol low Christ.

Web ster de fines “per ish” as fol lows: “To pass away
com pletely.” In this, Mr. Web ster is ab so lutely cor rect.
The Bi ble says that “evil do ers shall be cut off. ... For
yet a lit tle while, and the wicked shall not be; yea, thou
shalt dil i gently con sider his place, and it shall not be.”
(Psalm 37:9, 10) The Bi ble makes it very clear that the
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wicked are go ing to van ish from ex is tence. They will
never be again. They shall be as though they never
were. You and I will never re mem ber that they ever ex -
isted. They are go ing to van ish like smoke. The Bi ble
says, “But the wicked shall per ish, and the en e mies of
the Lord shall be as the fat of lambs: they shall con -
sume; into smoke shall they con sume away.” (Psalm
37:20)

Be loved, the Lord has to do a mighty work on the
wicked be fore He gives this world to us for an in her i -
tance. He must per form His “strange act” and de stroy
them com pletely. (See Isa iah 28:21.) The Bi ble says
that He is call ing all to re pen tance be cause He wants
none to be lost. (See 2 Pe ter 3:9.) But most will not re -
pent. So, He has to per form this “strange act” of
de struc tion.

This whole world was once de stroyed by a wa tery
flood. Only eight peo ple were saved from de struc tion.
(Gen e sis 6:18) These alone were wor thy of in her it ing
the “new earth.” But be fore they could pos sess the new 
earth, God had to de stroy all that was in that pres ent
world. (Gen e sis 6:17) He de stroyed man, beast, and
veg e ta tion.

The flood wa ters cleansed the earth of all sin ners
who were liv ing in sin, or be ing dis obe di ent to the ex -
press will of God. Those on the ark were the in her i tors
of the new earth, or sym bol i cally speak ing, of heaven.
Re mem ber that the earth is the first heaven. “And God
said, Let the wa ters bring forth abun dantly the mov ing
crea ture that hath life, and fowl that may fly above the
earth in the open fir ma ment of heaven.” (Gen e sis 1:20) 
So you see, Noah and his fam ily in her ited a new and
cleansed earth; which was a rep lica, or a rep re sen ta tion 
of what our mighty God will do for the righ teous in the
last day. Just as He cleansed the earth for them, so will
He cleanse it for those who shall gain the abun dant life, 
even eter nal life. This time God will cleanse it with
fire. You see, fire is a pu ri fier. Web ster de fines “fire”
as: “To cause to ex plode: To sub ject to in tense heat.”
“Pu rify” is de fined as: “To cleanse or pu rify by sep a -
rat ing and car ry ing off im pu ri ties: To re move sin or
guilt from: To be come free of im pu ri ties or ex cess mat -
ter through a cleans ing pro cess: A rid ding of per sons
re garded as treach er ous or dis loyal. To make pure:
Free from any thing alien, ex tra ne ous, im proper, cor -
rupt ing, or dam ag ing.” (See 2 Pe ter 3:10; Prov erbs
30:8; Psalm 119:22, 29; Prov erbs 4:27.) God must
make the earth free from all sin; not just sin ners.

Knowing that this fire is a de stroyer, we can better
un der stand why God has named this de struc tive fire as

He did. And by know ing the name of the fire, we can
better un der stand its pur pose. The name of this lake of
fire and brim stone is “the sec ond death.” (Rev e la tion
20:14, 6; 21:8; 2:11) Did you get that friend? It is called 
the “sec ond death” which means that its pur pose is to
kill or to de stroy. It is not de signed to pun ish for an
eter nity.  The wicked will be to tally burned up, “and it
shall leave them nei ther root nor branch.” (Malachi
4:1, 3)

How can any pro fessed Chris tian be lieve that the
wicked are go ing to burn through out all ages, suf fer ing
for the wrongs done in a few short years? God said that
he would leave “nei ther root nor branch.” If there is
noth ing left, how can they burn for ever? When God
says that “they shall per ish,” (Psalm 37:20) that’s ex -
actly what He means. God says that, “Old things are
passed away, be hold I make all things new,” and that
the old things will not be re mem bered, and that “the
wicked’s place shall be as though it never was.” With
these clear Scrip tural state ments, it is clear to see that
the wicked will not burn for ever, but will per ish with -
out a trace of their ex is tence in the earth or any where in
the cre ation of God.

One of the most hor ri ble lies that Sa tan has caused
man kind to be lieve is the lie that man will not surely
die, but will burn through out eter nity.

What could pos si bly be gained by burn ing them for -
ever? Would that be a tac tic of God to keep the
righ teous in line? If that was the case, God could have
wiped out Lu ci fer the mo ment he sinned. But God did
not want the rest of the an gels and be ings of other
worlds to wor ship Him out of fear. Nei ther does God
want those who will be saved to wor ship Him out of
fear. God wants will ing wor ship pers who love Him for
who He is and for what He has done for them. Are you
in love with God, my friend? Do not be afraid of Him,
but fear Him (rev er ence), for only the wicked shall
pass away. ?

(El der Wil lis Smith works with “God’s Word -
God’s Way,” an out reach of “The Three An gels’ Prison 
Min is try,” a small group of self-supporting Chris tians
who be lieve in the true mes sage that God gave to His
“Rem nant Church” just as He gave it in the Bi ble. Wil -
lis is the au thor of an ex cel lent book let en ti tled, Who is
this Mi chael? and he also pub lishes a monthly study
pa per called, God’s Word, God’s Way. You may con tact
El der Smith by writ ing him at: P. O. Box 94054, Cleve -
land, Ohio  44101; or you may call at (216) 271-9045.)
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Ed i to rial: “So Much in Com mon”
In 1973 the World Coun cil of Churches pub lished a
book en ti tled, So Much In Com mon. This book con -
tained “Doc u ments of in ter est in the con ver sa tions
be tween the World Coun cil of Churches and the Sev -
enth-day Ad ven tist Church.” (So Much In Com mon,
p. 1) Af ter read ing the book, one is im pressed with the
fact that there is in deed very much in com mon be -
tween con tem po rary Adventism and the WCC. To day 
the in de pend ent min is tries claim that while they are
sim i lar to the cor po rate main line Sev enth-day Ad ven -
tist Church, there are im por tant dif fer ences. How ever, 
the in de pend ent min is tries, with their “home
churches,” have much more in com mon with the cor -
po rate church than they would care to ad mit.

The rapid growth of the in de pend ent “home
church” move ment de vel op ing apart from de nom i na -
tional Adventism has be come im pos si ble to ig nore.
Some ques tions plagu ing many sin cere souls who are
in the pro cess of, or have al ready opted for, the Ad -
ven tist home church al ter na tive are:

What is the ma jor doc trinal dif fer ence be tween the
fun da men tal be liefs of our early Ad ven tist pi o neers
and that of the mod ern Ad ven tist Church?

Are these doc trinal dif fer ences sig nif i cant or im -
por tant enough to jus tify my com plete sep a ra tion
(vol un tarily or in vol un tarily) from the Sev enth-day
Ad ven tist de nom i na tion?”

The first ques tion is ap par ently an easy one, usu ally
an swered in a very sim plis tic and gen er al ized way:
“The big dif fer ence be tween what I be lieve and what
the con fer ence churches be lieve is that they be lieve
and teach the ‘new the ol ogy’ and I don’t.” By im pli -
ca tion, this “new the ol ogy” (or false doc trine) that
mod ern Adventism is now teach ing is in di rect con -
trast to and a change from the “old the ol ogy” (or true
doc trine) the Ad ven tist church used to teach.

If you ask the his toric Ad ven tist home church ad vo -
cates if they are start ing an other de nom i na tion, most
will in stantly re ply that their move ment “is not a new
or ga ni za tion of any kind, rather it is the peo ple who
are de ter mined to main tain all the old his toric be liefs
of Sev enth-day Ad ven tists-the peo ple who are part of
the orig i nal or ga ni za tion not only in name but in doc -
trine and spirit.” (Is sues: No New Or ga ni za tion, Part
Three, John Grosboll, p. 28)

So, what are the “old his toric be liefs” which con sti -
tute an his toric Ad ven tist? Land marks, the of fi cial

pub li ca tion of Steps to Life, one of the larg est
in de pend ent min is tries, made this proc la ma tion:

“What are these fun da men tal doc trines? They were
sum ma rized by James White in a Signs of the Times
ar ti cle in 1874. In this ar ti cle, he out lined the be liefs of 
His toric Sev enth-day Ad ven tists.” (Land marks,
“Who is an His toric Sev enth-day Ad ven tist”) The
above quo ta tion is af firm ing all the teach ings of the
James White state ment to be Bib li cally cor rect. If this
is true, the “new the ol ogy” would con sist of ei ther
true doc trines be ing de leted from the 1874 state ment,
or false doc trines be ing added to this state ment, or
both.

The main cause of sep a ra tion and the con flict be -
tween the con fer ence church and the in de pend ent
min is tries is ex plained as fol lows:

“The doc trines of our church are be ing changed,
and this is the real is sue. This is the rea son for the ex is -
tence of the ‘cer tain pri vate or ga ni za tions’ that are
be ing at tacked; and it is the rea son that these pri vate
or ga ni za tions are re ceiv ing such wide spread sup port
from church mem bers who view the changes with
alarm, won der ing why church lead ers seem to be do -
ing lit tle or noth ing to in ter fere with the changes.”
(Is sues: The Real Is sue the Side Is sues and the Pseudo 
Is sues, Ralph Larson, p. 10)

When you ask for the spe cific doc trines de fined un -
der the la bel of “new the ol ogy,” the most com mon
re plies are: 1) Christ took the un fall en na ture of Adam
2) You can’t over come all sin un til Je sus co mes; 3)
Dis be lief in the in ves ti ga tive judg ment as it re lates to
the sanc tu ary, and 4) Un be lief or re jec tion of the writ -
ings of El len G. White. (Ibid., p. 13)

While these doc trines are ac cepted by many lead ers 
and church mem bers, it is in ter est ing to note that the
of fi cial church creed (state ment of be liefs) does not
teach any of the above! In fact, a study of the state -
ment of be liefs re veals:

1) No men tion is made con cern ing the na ture of
Christ in the in car na tion. 2) No men tion is made con -
cern ing the im pos si bil ity of over com ing all sin.
3) While the em pha sis of the atone ment is changed,
the doc trine of the in ves ti ga tive judg ment is not de -
nied. 4) El len G. White’s min is try is not only
af firmed, but her writ ings are de scribed as “a con tin u -
ing and au thor i ta tive source of truth.” (Fun da men tal
Be lief #17)
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While it is true that the “new the ol ogy” does in -
volve the above named sub jects, yet the ex is tence of
these doc trinal com pro mises is sim ply the con se -
quences, or nat u ral re sults, of the great est and most
bla tant doc trinal change, cover-up and con spir acy in
the his tory of Sev enth-day Adventism: the doc trinal
change from be ing an ar dently anti-Trinitarian, to an
avow edly pro-Trinitarian, church! The fact and re al -
ity that this change did oc cur can be proven by sim ply
com par ing the 1872/1874 [anti-Trinitarian] state ment 
of be liefs with the 1980 [pro-Trinitarian] 27 fun da -
men tal be liefs as fol lows:

1872 STATE MENT
“That there is one God, a per sonal, spir i tual Be ing, the 
Cre ator of all things, om nip o tent, om ni scient, and
eter nal, in fi nite in wis dom, ho li ness, jus tice, good -
ness, truth, and mercy; un change able, and
ev ery where pres ent by His rep re sen ta tive, the Holy
Spirit. Psalm 139:7.

“That there is one Lord Je sus Christ, and Son of the
Eter nal Fa ther, the One by whom God cre ated all
things and by whom they do con sist; ...” (A Dec la ra -
tion of the Fun da men tal Prin ci ples Taught and
Prac ticed by the Sev enth-Day Ad ven tists)

1980 STATE MENT
“There is one God: Fa ther, Son, and Holy Spirit, a
unity of three co-eternal Per sons. God is im mor tal,
all-powerful, all-knowing, above all, and ever pres -
ent. He is in fi nite and be yond hu man com pre hen sion,
yet known through His self-revelation. He is for ever
wor thy of wor ship, ad o ra tion, and ser vice by the
whole cre ation.” (Sev enth-day Ad ven tists Be lieve, p.
16, Fun da men tal Be lief #2)

Ironic as it may seem, the doc trinal change (from
anti-Trinitarianism to pro-Trinitarianism, and the
sub se quent cover-up) has been so suc cess ful that even 
most Sev enth-day Ad ven tist in de pend ent min is tries
do not know when, why, or how this doc trinal change
oc curred. While in de pend ent min is tries em phat i cally
as sert that mod ern Adventism is in se ri ous doc trinal
apos tasy, con fer ence lead ers cat e gor i cally in sist that
de nom i na tional Adventism has not changed any of its
fun da men tal teach ings ex cept one: the doc trine of the
Trin ity! 

Con cern ing the omega of apos tasy, El len G. White
wrote: “Be not de ceived; many will de part from the
faith, giv ing heed to se duc ing spir its and doc trines of
dev ils. We have now be fore us the al pha of this dan -

ger. The omega will be of a most star tling na ture.”
(Se lected Mes sages, bk. 1, p. 197) An ar ti cle in the
Ad ven tist Re view, by Ed i tor Wil liam G. Johnsson, not 
only af firms the doc trinal change on the na ture of
God, but ech oes Sis ter White’s ter mi nol ogy when she 
stated that the omega of apos tasy would be of a “most
star tling” na ture. Johnsson wrote:

“Some Ad ven tists to day think that our be liefs have
re mained un changed over the years, or they seek to
turn back the clock to some point when we had ev ery -
thing just right. But all at tempts to re cover such
‘his toric Adventism’ fail in view of the facts of our
her i tage.

“Ad ven tist be liefs have changed over the years un -
der the im pact of ‘pres ent truth.’ Most star tling is the
teach ing re gard ing Je sus Christ, our Sav iour and
Lord...the Trin i tar ian un der stand ing of God, now part
of our fun da men tal be liefs, was not gen er ally held by
the early Ad ven tists. Even to day a few do not sub -
scribe to it.” (Wil liam G. Johnsson, Ad ven tist Re view,
Janurary 6, 1994 p. 10 - em pha sis sup plied.)

The fol low ing quo ta tion from the book Is sues also
clearly ad mits of this great doc trinal change as well. 

“Af ter the 1952 Bi ble Con fer ence, for ex am ple,
Nichol wrote in the Re view of the ‘im pres sive fact that 
we have not changed our the ol ogy.’ To be sure, the
qual i fi ers that Nichol adds to that state ment tend to
tem per its in ten sity. He seems to be speak ing of
Adventism’s ma jor doc trines. But even then it would
seem that the shift to a Trin i tar ian the ol ogy is a sig nif -
i cant ‘change’ in Ad ven tist think ing...In ad di tion to
the miss ing pre am ble, the 1931 state ment dif fers most 
dra mat i cally from the 1872 state ment in that it is fully
Trin i tar ian...The 1980 state ment is like the 1931
state ment in that it is fully Trin i tar ian...” (Is sues, p.
46- em pha sis sup plied.)

Ironically enough, while in de pend ent min is tries
are urg ing de nom i na tional lead ers to doc trin ally re -
pent, be lieve, and teach all the truths con tained in the
1872/1874 state ment of be liefs [i.e. na ture of Christ,
etc.], con fer ence lead ers are chal leng ing the will ing -
ness of in de pend ent min is tries to do the same [i.e.
ac cept and teach all the anti-Trinitarian im pli ca tions
of the 1872/1874 state ment]. Quoting again from the
book Is sues, we read:

“The nonbinding, noncreedal sta tus of the state -
ment [1872 state ment of be liefs] is of spe cial in ter est.
Even more sig nif i cant, how ever, is the fact that the
state ment is dis tinctly non-Trinitarian. Je sus is de -
scribed as Cre ator and Re deemer but is no where
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iden ti fied as God or as eter nal. He sim ply is ‘the Son
of the Eter nal Fa ther.’

“ ... Are the mod ern de fend ers of so-called his toric
Advent ism re  a l ly  pre  pared to  re  turn to  a
non-Trinitarian po si tion?” (Is sues, p. 39 - em pha sis
sup plied.)

What is the point be hind the ques tion? Mod ern de -
nom i  na t ional  lead ers  rec  og nize that  most
in de pend ent min is tries are def i nitely not will ing to re -
turn to the anti-Trinitarian po si tion of the pi o neers
be cause of the re sult ing cultic stigma and fi nan cial
loss that such a change would in cur. There fore, the
ques tion is an at tempt to co erce in de pend ent min is -
tries to rec og nize that the pi o neers’ state ment of
be liefs con tained “se ri ous er rors” and can not there -
fore be con sid ered as any type of stan dard or
mea sure ment of truth to day. 

De nom i na tional lead ers boldly state that ac cord ing
to the def i ni tion of “his toric Adventism” (1872/1874
state ment of be liefs) nei ther, they, nor in de pend ent
min is try lead ers, are in doc trinal unity with the pi o -
neers. De nom i na tional lead ers also state that the early 
Ad ven tist pi o neers would not be able to sub scribe to
the cur rent be liefs, join, or even work with, ei ther the
Gen eral Con fer ence or most in de pend ent min is tries
to day. No tice this bold ad mis sion by George Knight
in Min is try mag a zine:

“Most of the found ers of Sev enth-day Adventism
would not be able to join the church to day if they had
to sub scribe to the de nom i na tion’s Fun da men tal Be -
liefs.

“More spe cif i cally, most would not be able to agree
to be lief num ber 2, which deals with the doc trine of
the Trin ity. For Jo seph Bates the Trin ity was an un -
scrip tural doc trine, for James White it was that ‘old
Trin i tar ian ab sur dity,’ and for M.E. Cor nell it was a
fruit of the great apos tasy, along with such false doc -
trines as Sunday keep ing and the im mor tal ity of the
soul.

“In like man ner, most of the found ers of Sev -
enth-day Adventism would have trou ble with
fun da men tal be lief num ber 4, which holds that Je sus

is both eter nal and truly God. For J.N. An drews ‘the
Son of God...had God for His Fa ther, and did, at some
point in the eter nity of the past, have be gin ning of
days.’ And E. J. Waggoner, of Min ne ap o lis 1888
fame, penned in 1890 that ‘there was a time when
Christ pro ceeded forth and came from God...but that
time was so far back in the days of eter nity that to fi -
nite com pre hen sion it is prac ti cally with out
be gin ning.’

“Nei ther could most of the lead ing Ad ven tists have
agreed with fun da men tal be lief num ber 5, which im -
plies the personhood of the Holy Spirit. Uriah Smith,
for ex am ple, not only was anti-Trinitarian and
semi-Arian, like so many of his col leagues, but also
like them pic tured the Holy Spirit as ‘that di vine mys -
te ri ous em a na tion through which They [the Fa ther
and the Son] carry for ward their great and in fi nite
work.’ On an other oc ca sion, Smith pic tured the Holy
Spirit as a ‘di vine in flu ence’ and not a ‘per son like the
Fa ther and the Son.’” (George R. Knight, Min is try,
Oc to ber, 1993, p. 10)

Not only is George Knight bra zen enough to ad mit
that: “Most of the found ers of Sev enth-day
Adventism would not be able to join the church to day
if they had to sub scribe to the de nom i na tion’s Fun da -
men tal Be liefs,” but he is can did and hon est enough to 
la bel the Trin ity doc trine as the “new the ol ogy” for
Adventism. No tice his fol low ing con fes sion: 

“Theo log i cal change gen er ally brings pain to those
in volved, but var i ous in di vid u als re spond to it in dif -
fer ent ways. Some, such as Andreasen, were able
even tu ally to ac com mo date to the ‘new the ol ogy.’

“Oth ers, how ever, found ac com mo da tion im pos si -
ble. One such was J. S. Washburn, a re tired min is ter
who in 1939 pub lished a pam phlet in which he noted
that the doc trine of the Trin ity was ‘a cruel hea then
mon stros ity,’ ‘an im pos si ble, ab surd in ven tion,’ ‘a
blas phe mous bur lesque,’ and ‘a bun gling, ab surd, ir -
rev er ent car i ca ture.’ Be yond that, it was a ‘Ro man
doc trine’ that was ‘seek ing to in trude its evil pres ence
into the teach ings of the third an gel’s mes sage.’
Washburn also claimed that W.W. Prescott could not
be a Sev enth-day Ad ven tist be cause he be lieved in the 
Trin ity.

“One con fer ence pres i dent was so im pressed with
the Washburn pam phlet that he or dered 32 cop ies to
dis trib ute to his min is ters. Mean while, the Arian
views set forth in Uriah Smith’s Dan iel and the Rev e -
la tion were not re moved un til the mid-1940s.” (Ibid.,
p. 11)

Vol. 7, No. 11 - 5 - http://www.smyrna.org

“It is a back slid ing church that less -
ens the dis tance be tween it self and
the Pa pacy.” (Signs of the Times,
Feb. 2, 1894)
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IN DE PEND ENT MIN IS TRIES SAY:

1. We claim to be “his toric Ad ven tists” as a dif fer en ti a -
tion be tween “apos tate” or “new the ol ogy” Ad ven tists.

2. His toric Ad ven tists are de fined as those who be lieve
and live the truths sum ma rized by James White in a Signs
of the Times ar ti cle in 1874. 

3. The main “is sue” of con flict be tween the church hi er -
ar chy and in de pend ent min is tries is: “The doc trines of our
church are be ing changed, and this is the real is sue.”

4. If mod ern church lead ers would re pent of doc trinal
apos tasy and change back to be liev ing and teach ing the
doc trines of “his toric Adventism” [i.e. 1874 ar ti cle by
James White] there would be no ma jor doc trinal dis agree -
ment.

5. Be cause church lead ers re fuse to doc trin ally re pent
back to “his toric Adventism,” in de pend ent Ad ven tist min -
is tries must work sep a rately from mod ern de nom i na tional
Adventism un til they do.

DE NOM I NA TIONAL LEADERS SAY:

1. We re sent the fact that many in de pend ent min is tries
claim to be “his toric” Ad ven tists as op posed to us de nom i -
na tional lead ers be ing the doc trin ally “apos tate”
Ad ven tists. (See Is sues, pp, 7-8)

2. Many use the ti tle “his toric Ad ven tist” be cause they
claim to be lieve and teach “all” the “fun da men tal prin ci -
ples” as out lined by James White [in the 1872 and 1874
state ment of be liefs] and that de nom i na tional lead ers do
not. Yet, we [de nom i na tional lead ers] can prove that in de -
pend ent min is tries are not be liev ing and teach ing “all”
these “fun da men tal prin ci ples” be cause James White and
his state ment is dis tinctly anti-Trinitarian. You in de pend -
ent min is tries are not! (See Is sues, p, 39)

3. We de nom i na tional church lead ers do not deny that
there have been changes in doc trine from what our early
Ad ven tist pi o neers be lieved. Yet these changes have been
nec es sary be cause our pi o neers were in doc trinal er ror,
[i.e. they were anti-Trinitarian]. 

There fore, the 27 fun da men tal be liefs sim ply rep re sent
our ad vanced en light en ment and pro gres sion of truth to -
day [i.e. pro-Trinitarian po si tion], and not a re gres sion to
“all” the past (and er ro ne ous) teach ings of our pi o neers. 

4. You [in de pend ent min is tries] claim that we [de nom i -
na tional church lead ers] should re pent of doc trinal
apos tasy and re turn to be liev ing and teach ing the doc trines
of “his toric Adventism” [i.e. the 1874 ar ti cle by James
White]. Yet, we [de nom i na tional church lead ers] can
prove that you [in de pend ent min is tries] are in doc trinal
apos tasy [i.e. Trin i tar i an ism] ac cord ing to the same stan -
dard [of “his toric Adventism”] you’re try ing to im pose
upon us. 

Both in de pend ent min is tries and de nom i na tional
Adventism are in doc trinal apos tasy ac cord ing to your own 
def i ni tion of “his toric Adventism.” The early Ad ven tist pi -
o neers would not be able to join our S.D.A. de nom i na tion
to day be cause they could n’t agree with the Trin i tar ian
state ments #2,#3,#5 of the 27 fun da men tal be liefs. Yet,
nei ther would they be able to join with you [in de pend ent
min is tries] be cause of your agree ment with us on these vi -
tal points! (See Min is try, Oc to ber 1993)

5. So, since we both dif fer with the pi o neers’ be liefs and
teach ings in a sim i lar man ner, don’t work sep a rately, but
to gether with us, by not im pos ing your brand of doc trine as 
the only le git i mate “his toric Adventism” avail able. (See
Is sues, pp, 51, 83.)



As we have seen, the cor po rate Sev enth-day Ad -
ven tist Church and the in de pend ent min is tries have
the same foun da tional doc trine of God in com mon.
An im por tant les son from the his tory of Prot es tant ism 
could be drawn upon. When the Ref or ma tion be gan,
the Prot es tants be gan to move away from Ca thol i -
cism. How ever, be cause they did not give up the three
main pil lars of Rome, the Trin ity, Sunday sa cred ness,
and the be lief of the im mor tal soul, they did not con -
tinue to re form. Slowly at first, and now with
as tound ing speed, they have be gun the trip back to
Rome. To day, unity among the for mer Prot es tants and 
the Pa pacy is a forgone con clu sion. Since the in de -
pend ent min is tries failed to give up the one teach ing
that stands as the cen tral pil lar of Ca thol i cism (the
Trin ity), they have failed to an chor them selves, and
one by one they will ul ti mately “go home” to the
mother church if they re fuse to aban don her cen tral
doc trine! With the tran spir ing of re cent events in volv -
ing one of the main in de pend ent min is tries from
Florida, the hand writ ing is on the wall.

If the Ad ven tist pi o neers were in doc trinal er ror
when they be lieved and taught the anti-Trinitarian po -
si tion, then de nom i na tional lead ers to day are jus ti fied 
in their ad mit ted change to the pro-Trinitarian po si -
tion. They are also jus ti fied in their ec u men i cal
over tures to Bab y lon since they are so close in doc -
trine. Yet, if the early Ad ven tist pi o neers were
Bib li cally cor rect in their anti-Trinitarian po si tion,
this fact alone in crim i nates mod ern Adventism (both
the cor po rate and ma jor in de pend ent branches) to be
in se ri ous doc trinal apos tasy—even the “omega” of
such. You must de cide for your self through prayer
and a care ful con sid er ation of the weight of ev i dence.
Your fi nal de ci sion may de ter mine your eter nal des -
tiny! The fol low ing coun sel is well worth
con sid er ing:

“The church that holds to the word of God is ir rec -
on cil ably sep a rated from Rome. Prot es tants were
once thus apart from this great church of apos tasy, but
they have ap proached more nearly to her, and are still
in the path of rec on cil i a tion to the Church of Rome.
Rome never changes. Her prin ci ples have not al tered
in the least. She has not less ened the breach be tween
her self and Prot es tants; they have done all the ad vanc -
ing. But what does this ar gue for the Prot es tant ism of
this day? It is the re jec tion of Bi ble truth which makes
men ap proach to in fi del ity. It is a back slid ing church
that less ens the dis tance be tween it self and the Pa -
pacy.” (Signs of the Times, Feb ru ary 2, 1894) ?
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God’s Power Displayed
“And Jon a than said to the young man that bare his ar -
mour, Come, and let us go over unto the gar ri son of
these uncircumcised: it may be that the LORD will
work for us: for there is no re straint to the LORD to
save by many or by few.” (1 Sam uel 14:6)

The story of Jon a than has been an in spi ra tion to
many to see how the Lord is not de pend ent upon large
num bers to do His work. In fact, many times, such as
in the case of Gid eon, God has cho sen to use only a
small num ber so that the glory cannot be as cribed to
man, but will all be given to Him.

Re cently I was thrilled to re ceive a re port from
Brother Mick Goslin about a visit he made to a Prom -
ise Keepers rally in Co lum bia, South Carolina,
Oc to ber 2, 3.

Brother Mick had taken tracts to share with the
Prom ise Keepers that en cour aged them to con tinue to
serve their God and their fam i lies and then chal lenged 
them to con tinue fur ther with their ex pe ri ence re ceiv -
ing a knowl edge of the three an gels’ mes sages. The
tract closed with an of fer for a free copy of Great Con -
tro versy.

Working, seem ingly alone, but with the co op er a -
tion of heaven, Brother Mick was able to dis trib ute
ap prox i mately 13,000 fly ers in one eve ning and part
of the next morn ing!

The re cep tion from the men was ex cel lent. Many
prom ise keep ers poked and nudged Mick for his at -
ten tion to make sure that they were not missed. Some
even re quested bun dles of tracts for  groups they were
with. Mick said that “right from the be gin ning the
Lord opened the way.  Fri day eve ning I had passed out 
about ten fly ers and was ap proached by a PK se cu rity
of fi cial. He asked, ‘Have these been ap proved by
PK?’ I re plied, ‘No.’ Then he called for an other of fi -
cial to ei ther ap prove or dis ap prove the tract. The
of fi cial came over and looked at the front of the tract
and saw the ti tle, ‘Je sus Wants a God-Fearing Church’ 
and ap proved it. Then the first of fi cial thanked me for
my co-operation.”

Praise God for His al mighty power and that He is
able to save by many or by few. What makes the tes ti -
mony so much more dy namic is that Brother Mick is
only sev en teen years old! This ruddy youth was used
in a marked way by God and I wish to ask that you will 
per son ally re mem ber Brother Mick in prayer that God 
will con tinue to use him. Ed i tor



A Lucky Break?
“The Apos tle of The

North” was the ti tle the
hum ble, be liev ing Chris tians

had honorarily given the Protestant
re former, Ber nard Gilpin, liv ing in
north ern Eng land dur ing the early
Ref or ma tion times. De spite all ob sta -
cles placed in his way he main tained
ex plicit trust in God. His cheer ful con -
fi dence in his Maker in spired ev ery one 
who knew or came in con tact with
him. His life was not only beau ti ful but 
amaz ing.

“Re mem ber one verse in Romans,
chap ter eight and verse twenty-eight,”
he told ev ery one who came to him
with a prob lem or per plex ity. “Be lieve
it and claim it as your own per sonal
guar an tee from heaven,” he said hun -
dreds and hun dreds of times, “And it
will help you through any cri sis.”

Romans 8:28 states: “We know that
all things work to gether for good to
them that love God, to them who are
the called ac cord ing to His pur pose.”
When ever he had the op por tu nity he
ex plained that his stud ies in di cated
that in the orig i nal Greek it read “God
worketh all things with them for
good.” He told many a strug gling and
weak Chris tian that it is not these
“things” work ing, but God work ing
the things! Gilpin proved this per son -
ally through some very strange
hap pen ings.

To wards the end of the reign of
Queen Mary things were made very,
very dif fi cult for re form and re form ers.
Queen Mary used both the stake and
the sword to stem the tide of re form in
Eng land.

One day, as Ber nard Gilpin was
deep into his study of the Bi ble, a
knock at the door brought about the
be gin ning of the bi zarre proof that
“God worketh all things with them for
good.”

He was ar rested on the charge of
her esy, and taken into cus tody to be
trans ported to Lon don for the typ i cal
mock trial given all who were ac cused
of trea son. The de tach ment of sol diers
ap peared as if they were cap tur ing a
fierce armed rob ber.

The sec ond day of horse back rid ing
found the small group in a small vil -
lage near sun set. The cap tain in quired
about an inn and led the men and his
pris oner to wards it. As they dis -
mounted, Gilpin fell. This ex cited the
horse, and it bolted down the cob ble -
stone street un til ap pre hended by one
of the sol diers who had al ready taken
off his own sad dle in prep a ra tion for
the night’s rest.

When Gilpin tried to stand on his
feet, a sharp pain raced up his leg. The
torn pant’s leg and blood ied an kle
made it ev i dent that he had bro ken his
an kle as well as se verely lac er ated his
leg in sev eral places. He had to be car -
ried into the inn by three men.

The cap tain was fu ri ous. He knew
that this meant a de lay in their trav el -
ing. He sent all of the men ahead the
next morn ing at dawn to re port to his
com mander of the un for tu nate ac ci -
dent. The cap tain seemed to vent his
hos til i ties out against the Protestant
re former.

Finally, the cap tain said, “I guess
you’re go ing to tell me what you told
those poor, ig no rant peas ants who
came to see you off to jail and death.
You know, about how ev ery thing
works out for the best and all that.”

“I am as sure as you’re stand ing
there that even this bro ken leg will
prove to be a bless ing to me,” Gilpin
said with true con fi dence.

The cap tain laughed as he looked at
the man who was go ing to soon lose his 
life for preach ing against the es tab -
lished re li gion of Eng land.

“I sup pose you be -
l ieve ,”  the  cap ta in
con tin ued, “that ev ery thing
worked out well for your friends
Latimer and Ridley when her royal
high ness burned them at the stake.”

Be fore Gilpin could re ply, the hos -
tile sol dier added, “And what about the
Arch bishop of Can ter bury? You can’t
tell me that he felt that when she or -
dered him to for feit his life he was
happy over it.”

Over two weeks were passed in the
lit tle inn as the cap tain kept up his un -
re  lent  ing  a t  tack  on Gi lpin ’ s
con fi dence that God was go ing to work 
out things for his best good. The cap -
tain did not do all the talk ing, and in
lis ten ing to the quiet, pa tient man of
the cloth it did have its ef fect.

Just prior to the day they had de -
cided that Gilpin could make the trip
on into Lon don to face cer tain death,
the lo cal town crier came into the inn
to an nounce to ev ery one that Queen
Mary had died.

Queen Eliz a beth now reigned. And
since Eliz a beth was a Protestant, her
new reign brought an end to the per se -
cu tions.

The Protestant re former was re -
leased on the spot. He re turned to his
faith ful flock. The cap tain re turned to
duty in Lon don. Even though their
back grounds and be liefs were as op po -
site as day and night, there was one
thing they both knew to be true. That
is, “God worketh all things with them
for good.” Even to the break ing of an
an kle. ?

(This story was re printed from the
book, The Hand That Still In ter venes, -
W. A. Spicer and Helen Spicer Menkel
© 1982 by Con cerned Pub li ca tions.
Per mis sion to re print this ar ti cle was
gra ciously granted by the pub lish ers.)
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Camp Meet ing No tice:

Florida Camp Meet ing No tice

I would like to re mind all of you that there will be a
camp meet ing in cen tral Florida from No vem ber
12-15. Please make your ar range ments now to at tend.
The camp meet ing will be held in the River For est
group camp ground lo cated in the south east cor ner of
the Ocala Na tional For est—about one hour north of
Or lando. For more in for ma tion con tact Bill Hayes
(904) 684-2214 or Lynnford Beachy (304) 732-9204.
A $25 fee per fam ily for the du ra tion of your stay is
ap pre ci ated. This fee is to help with the rental of the
camp ground. There are plenty of spaces for tents and
there is a large, in door meet ing room and kitchen.

Please plan to come for spir i tual nour ish ment and
ed i fy ing fel low ship with God’s peo ple. Last spring’s
camp meet ing held there was a real bless ing to all who 

at tended and the bless ing prom ises to be richer this
year. 

Ar i zona Camp Meet ing

As many of you know, we re cently had a camp meet -
ing in Wilhoit, Ar i zona. One of the high lights of the
camp meet ing was to have a guest speaker came all
the way from Ja maica. Brother Da vid Clay ton shared
some very en cour ag ing and thought pro vok ing stud -
ies, fo cused on God’s love and a deeper, more
gen u ine, Chris tian ex pe ri ence. I must say that I was
cer tainly blessed by all the meet ings.

Doug Goslin and Lynnford Beachy also shared Bi -
ble stud ies with those who could at tend. Randall
Mer cer shared an out stand ing tes ti mony of his life,
which moved the hearts of many. It is a priv i lege to
wit ness the won der ful power of our God.

There were sev eral peo ple who were new to the
mes sage of the love of God in giv ing up His
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Some Fea tures 
of our Times

By Uriah Smith

This is an age of bril liant pre ten sions, but sad re al i ties. 
Its pro fes sions and prac tices, its facts and the o ries,
pres ent a cli max of con tra dic tions. 

There never was so much of the form of god li ness,
and never so lit tle of the power. 

Never were there so many pro fes sors of re li gion,
and never so lit tle of re li gion it self. 

Never so many as sur ances of peace, and never so ex -
ten sive and ur gent prep a ra tions for war. 

Never so many to kens of com ing dan ger and ca lam -
ity, and never such a feel ing of se cu rity, ex pressed and
im plied, on the part of the peo ple. 

There never was a time when the doc trine of the im -
me di ate open ing of the tem po ral mil len nium was more 
uni ver sally cher ished and talked of, and never a time
when ev ery fea ture of so ci ety, so cial, moral, and po lit i -
cal, ren dered such an idea more pre pos ter ous. 

There was a time when there was so much money in
the world, and never a time when there was more
wide-spread and dis tress ing pov erty. 

There never was a time when there were so many
rem e dies for ev ery dis ease, real or imag i nary, which

pro fess to be sure cures, ab so lutely in fal li ble, and
never a time when there ex isted so much dis ease, sick -
ness, suf fer ing, and death. 

There never was a time when there was so much
boast ing of prog ress and ad vance ment on the part of
the race, and never a time when they gave more pal pa -
ble ev i dence of fast de scend ing into ev ery depth of
in iq uity and sin. 

And what does all this show?  It shows that the pre -
ten sions on which men build them selves up are a sham, 
and their pro fes sions, hy poc risy.  They are will ing to
de ceive oth ers, and to be de ceived them selves.  This is
the time when the prophet tells us that evil men and se -
duc ers shall wax worse and worse, de ceiv ing and
be ing de ceived.  We see this work go ing on be fore us,
which proves that we have reached the time to which
the  prophet's words ap ply.  There is noth ing to which
men will not put their hand for gain.  With worth less
nos trums, which the venders know will not ac com plish 
what they claim, the con fi dence of the af flicted is se -
cured, and their means filched.  Fal sity and
hol low-heartedness ex ist on ev ery hand. Truth is fallen 
in the streets, and eq uity can not en ter.  Nor will this
state of things im prove till He whose right it is, the
Prince of the house of Da vid, takes the throne. 

We re joice that this event is at the door.  Has ten, O
King of kings, the glad day. (With out Ex cuse - 1893 )
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only-begotten Son. Some of these breth ren gladly re -
ceived the truth and praised the Lord for al low ing
them to hear such a won der ful mes sage. I am cer tainly 
grate ful to the Lord for al low ing me to be able to fel -
low ship with God’s peo ple at the Ar i zona camp
meet ing. I wish to per son ally thank each of you who
came to the camp meet ing, for it would not have been
the same with out you.

The fol low ing week end the Prom ise Keepers held a 
con ven tion in Tuc son, Ar i zona. One of the men who
ac cepted the truth at the camp meet ing came to help us 
pass out fli ers to those at tend ing the meet ings.

Those of you who were not able to come to the
camp meet ing cer tainly missed out on a won der ful ex -
pe ri ence. I pray that you will be able to make it to the
next one.  L.B.

West Vir ginia Con vo ca tion

Dur ing the months of Sep tem ber and Oc to ber,
Brother Da vid Clay ton from Ja maica vis ited sev eral
groups in Amer ica. The Ar i zona camp meet ing was
one such event. An other that we can re port on
first-hand was the meet ings held at the Smyrna Cha -
pel the last week end of Sep tem ber.

Brother Da vid, along with his wife Jennifer and
their daugh ter Annelie, greatly blessed those in at ten -
dance with both song and mes sages from God’s Word. 
Da vid’s ex pres sive preach ing style was equally
matched by the depth of the mes sages God gave
through him. 

Spe cial mu sic and sev eral tes ti mo nies rounded out
the week end. Sev eral vis i tors were in at ten dance and
the fel low ship was greatly ap pre ci ated by all. A. S.

Pas tor Da vid Clay ton
En thu si as tically Preaching

at the Smyrna Cha pel.



Christ mas Tract
The Christ mas sea son will soon be here. Most of the world
will be spend ing money for gifts and dec o ra tions. Some
will at tempt to ig nore it be cause of its pa gan ties. We be -
lieve that this is a time of year when many hearts are open
to re ceive the gos pel who would never lis ten any other
time. Last year we pub lished a tract in the form of a Christ -
mas card. We have found this to be the eas i est tract to share
that we have ever seen! While many peo ple will not ac cept
a tract, al most ev ery one will ac cept a Christ mas card and a
sea son greet ing when of fered with a sin cere smile!

Last sea son we dis trib uted many of these tracts in our
lo cal area. Sab bath af ter noons and
Sun days were ideal times to meet peo -
ple as they were busy do ing shop ping
at lo cal stores. Most busi nesses liked
the pub lic re la tions ap peal and nearly
ev ery one would ac cept a card. They
are ex cel lent for those who still wish to 
send cards by postal mail as well.

The first two para graphs of the tract 
are taken from a sec tion of the Ad ven -
tist Home en ti tled, “Christ mas is
Com ing.” This is fol lowed by a short
Bi ble study on God’s love in giv ing
His only be got ten Son for our sins.
The tract ends with an ap peal to the
reader to give their life to the Lord and
an of fer for a free copy of Steps to Christ
(Shel ter in the Storm ver sion).

We have re pro duced a copy of the
cover and full text for those in ter ested.
(The cover has a green bor der and a
red  ti tle.) The cost of pro duc tion and mail ing is $7.50/100. 
Those in ter ested should let us know as soon as pos si ble so
it will en able us to get your cards to you be fore the sea son
starts.

Text of Card

“Christ mas is com ing,” is the note that is sounded
through out our world from east to west and from north to
south. With youth, those of ma ture age, and even the aged,
it is a pe riod of gen eral re joic ing, of great glad ness. But
what is Christ mas, that it should de mand so much at ten -
tion? 

The twenty-fifth of De cem ber is sup posed to be the day
of the birth of Je sus Christ, and its ob ser vance has be come
cus tom ary and pop u lar. But yet there is no cer tainty that

we are keep ing the ver i ta ble day of our Sav iour’s birth.
His tory gives us no cer tain as sur ance of this. The Bi ble
does not give us the pre cise time. Had the Lord deemed
this knowl edge es sen tial to our sal va tion, He would have
spo ken through His proph ets and apos tles, that we might
know all about the mat ter. But the si lence of the Scrip tures 
upon this point ev i dences to us that it is hid den from us for
the wis est pur poses. 

In His wis dom the Lord con cealed the place where He
bur ied Mo ses. God bur ied him, and God res ur rected him
and took him to heaven. This se crecy was to pre vent idol a -
try. Mo ses, against whom the chil dren of Is rael re belled
while he was in ac tive ser vice, whom they pro voked al most

be yond hu man en dur ance, was al most
wor shiped as God af ter his sep a ra tion
from them by death. For the very same
pur pose He has con cealed the pre cise
day of Christ’s birth, that the day
should not re ceive the honor that
should be given to Christ as the Re -
deemer of the world--one to be
re ceived, to be trusted, to be re lied on as 
He who could save to the ut ter most all
who come unto Him. The soul’s ad o -
ra tion should be given to Je sus as the
Son of the in fi nite God.

“He [Christ] shall be great, and
shall be called the Son of the High est:
and the Lord God shall give unto him
the throne of his fa ther Da vid.” (Luke
1:32)

Friend, God loves you so much
“that he gave his only be got ten Son,
that who so ever be liev eth in him

should not per ish, but have ev er last ing life.” (John 3:16)
Je sus also loves you so much that He “gave him self for

our sins, that he might de liver us from this pres ent evil
world, ac cord ing to the will of God and our Fa ther.”
(Galatians 1:4)

God man i fested His love for you by send ing His only be -
got ten Son into the world. “In this was man i fested the love of
God to ward us, be cause that God sent his only be got ten Son
into the world, that we might live through him.” (1 John 4:9)

Abra ham was a man who loved God with his whole
heart. God al lowed Abra ham to dem on strate his love in a
very dy namic way. “And he [God] said, Take now thy son,
thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee into
the land of Moriah; and of fer him there for a burnt of fer ing 
upon one of the moun tains which I will tell thee of.” (Gen -
e sis 22:2)
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This was the most se vere test that any one could go
through. Af ter three long days, Abra ham came to Moriah
and was about to fol low through with God’s com mand,
when an an gel stopped him. “And he said, Lay not thine
hand upon the lad, nei ther do thou any thing unto him: for
now I know that thou fearest God, see ing thou hast not
with held thy son, thine only son from me.” (Gen e sis 22:12)

This was the great est proof of Abra ham’s love that could 
be man i fested. It was an il lus tra tion of God’s love to man -
kind ex cept Abra ham was spared the death of his son,
while God was not. Abra ham’s obe di ence proved his love.
It showed there was noth ing he was not will ing to give up
for God. Abra ham would have much rather given up all
his sil ver, gold, his herds of cat tle, and his many sheep,
than to give up his only son Isaac.

God proved His love for you in the same way by yield ing 
up that which was most dear to Him: His only be got ten
Son. “He that spared not his own Son, but de liv ered him
up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us
all things?” (Romans 8:32) This proved for eter nity that

there was noth ing that God would not give up for you and
me.

My friend, God loves you dearly and wishes above all
things that you should be saved and en ter into His king dom.
Please take this op por tu nity to give your life to God. Fol low
Him with your whole heart, and He will give you a crown of
life.

Surely you will want to learn more about liv ing vic to ri -
ous amid the storms of life. Please write to the ad dress
be low to re ceive your free* copy of the life chang ing book
en ti tled Shel ter in the Storm.

*A two-dollar do na tion for post age and han dling is ap -
pre ci ated, but not re quired to re ceive Shel ter in the Storm.
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Edi tor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Al len Stump
As so ci ate Edi tor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lynn ford Beachy

mailto:berean@smyrna.org
mailto:editor@smyrna.org
http://www.smyrna.org

	The Fate of the Wicked
	Editorial: “So Much in Common”
	1872 STATEMENT
	1980 STATEMENT

	God’s Power Displayed
	Youth's Corner
	Some Features of Our Times
	Camp Meeting No tice:
	Florida
	Arizona
	West Virginia
	Christmas Tract
	Credits


