Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for
the old paths, where is the good way, and

The secret of the LORD is with them that
fear Him; and He will show them His

walk therein, and yeshall find rest for your covenant. Psalm 25:14
souls. Jeremiah 6:16
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THE FATE OF THE WICKED

By Elder Willis Smith

avid wrote: “For yet a little while, and the
wicked shall not be: yea, thou shalt diligently
consider hisplace, andit shall not be.” (Psalms37:10)

The Bible tells us that the wicked shall prosper in
their wickedness. They will gain much wealth, through
their evil and wicked dealings, from those with whom
they do business. But we are not to fret because they
are seemingly receiving blessings because those are
the only blessingsthey will ever receive. The scripture
above tells us that we are not to fret nor be envious of
them. The reason is simple: They are receiving an
earthly reward, but we arelooking forward to the heav-
enly reward.

All around us we can see the wicked prosper; drug
deadlers, thieves, murderers for hire, rapists, racists,
etc., prospering in what they do instead of (in our eye-
sight) being punished. I nstead of spending time behind
bars with their rights taken from them for their evil
deeds, they are allowed to write books and earn money
while living behind bars. They are glamorized on TV
and radio and idolized by many foolish women who
think of these men as some kind of heroes. Many
women love to be associated with these kinds of men.
How very twisted these minds are. May the Lord help
us all from these perversions!

We must remember that all of thisis only a part of
their eternal reward. We should not fret. One day God
shall give this earth to the righteous, and there will be
no wicked peopleand nowickednessat al in God’ sdo-
main. “For they shall soon be cut down like the grass,
and wither asthe green herb.” (Psalms 37:2) It is after
the wicked are cut down (burned up) that God shall
give us the earth made new. “For, behold, | create new
heavens and a new earth: and the former shall not bere-
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membered, nor come into mind.” (Isaiah 65:17) The
wicked must perish before God can give usthisearth.

It would do uswell to remember the golden rule that
says, Do unto others as you would like for them to do
unto you. (See Matthew 7:12.) It seems so unfair for
the wicked to be allowed to prosper and do so well
while the righteous suffer and can hardly stand. And
thismakes many of usvery angry, but our anger should
not turn to wrath. The golden rule applies also to our
dealings with the wicked. The Bible speaks of righ-
teous anger, but it is not proper for that anger to cause
usto sin. The Bible says, “Be ye angry, and sin not.”
(Ephesians. 4:26) “Cease from anger, and forsake
wrath: fret not thyself in any wiseto do evil.” (Psalms
37:8) So let us pray that God gives us the will and the
power to keep from sinning against the wicked as they
have sinned against us. Let us hold fast to the golden
rule that we professto believe in as we follow Chrigt.

Webster defines* perish” asfollows: “To pass away
completely.” Inthis, Mr. Webster isabsol utely correct.
The Bible says that “evildoers shall be cut off. ... For
yet alittlewhile, and the wicked shall not be; yea, thou
shalt diligently consider hisplace, and it shall not be.”
(Psalm 37:9, 10) The Bible makesit very clear that the
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wicked are going to vanish from existence. They will
never be again. They shall be as though they never
were. Youand | will never remember that they ever ex-
isted. They are going to vanish like smoke. The Bible
says, “But the wicked shall perish, and the enemies of
the Lord shall be as the fat of lambs: they shall con-
sume; into smoke shall they consume away.” (Psalm
37:20)

Beloved, the Lord has to do a mighty work on the
wicked before He gives thisworld to us for an inheri-
tance. He must perform His “ strange act” and destroy
them completely. (See Isaiah 28:21.) The Bible says
that He is calling all to repentance because He wants
noneto belost. (See 2 Peter 3:9.) But most will not re-
pent. So, He has to perform this “strange act” of
destruction.

This whole world was once destroyed by a watery
flood. Only eight people were saved from destruction.
(Genesis 6:18) These alone were worthy of inheriting
the“ new earth.” But beforethey could possessthe new
earth, God had to destroy all that was in that present
world. (Genesis 6:17) He destroyed man, beast, and
vegetation.

The flood waters cleansed the earth of all sinners
who wereliving in sin, or being disobedient to the ex-
presswill of God. Those on the ark werethe inheritors
of the new earth, or symbolically speaking, of heaven.
Remember that the earth isthefirst heaven. “ And God
said, L et the waters bring forth abundantly the moving
creature that hath life, and fowl that may fly above the
earthintheopen firmament of heaven.” (Genesis1:20)
So you see, Noah and his family inherited a new and
cleansed earth; whichwasareplica, or arepresentation
of what our mighty God will do for therighteousinthe
last day. Just as He cleansed the earth for them, so will
Hecleanseit for thosewho shall gaintheabundant life,
even eterna life. This time God will cleanse it with
fire. You see, fireis a purifier. Webster defines “fire’
as. “To cause to explode: To subject to intense heat.”
“Purify” is defined as. “To cleanse or purify by sepa-
rating and carrying off impurities: To remove sin or
guilt from: To becomefree of impuritiesor excessmat-
ter through a cleansing process. A ridding of persons
regarded as treacherous or disloyal. To make pure:
Free from anything alien, extraneous, improper, cor-
rupting, or damaging.” (See 2 Peter 3:10; Proverbs
30:8; Psalm 119:22, 29; Proverbs 4:27.) God must
make the earth free from all sin; not just sinners.

Knowing that this fire is a destroyer, we can better
understand why God has named thisdestructivefireas
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He did. And by knowing the name of the fire, we can
better understand its purpose. The name of thislake of
fire and brimstone is “the second death.” (Revelation
20:14,6; 21:8; 2:11) Didyou get that friend?Itiscalled
the “second death” which means that its purpose is to
kill or to destroy. It is not designed to punish for an
eternity. Thewicked will betotally burned up, “and it
shall leave them neither root nor branch.” (Malachi
4:1, 3)

How can any professed Christian believe that the
wicked are going to burn throughout all ages, suffering
for thewrongsdonein afew short years? God said that
he would leave “neither root nor branch.” If there is
nothing left, how can they burn forever? When God
says that “they shall perish,” (Psalm 37:20) that’s ex-
actly what He means. God says that, “Old things are
passed away, behold | make al things new,” and that
the old things will not be remembered, and that “the
wicked' s place shall be as though it never was.” With
these clear Scriptural statements, it is clear to see that
the wicked will not burn forever, but will perish with-
out atrace of their existenceintheearth or anywherein
the creation of God.

One of the most horrible lies that Satan has caused
mankind to believe is the lie that man will not surely
die, but will burn throughout eternity.

What could possibly be gained by burning them for-
ever? Would that be a tactic of God to keep the
righteousin line? If that was the case, God could have
wiped out L ucifer the moment he sinned. But God did
not want the rest of the angels and beings of other
worlds to worship Him out of fear. Neither does God
want those who will be saved to worship Him out of
fear. God wantswilling worshipperswho love Him for
who Heisand for what He has donefor them. Areyou
inlove with God, my friend? Do not be afraid of Him,
but fear Him (reverence), for only the wicked shall
passaway. 25

(Elder Willis Smith works with “God’'s Word -
God sWay,” anoutreach of “The Three Angels’ Prison
Ministry,” asmall group of self-supporting Christians
who believe in the true message that God gave to His
“Remnant Church” just asHe gaveit inthe Bible. Wil-
lisisthe author of an excellent booklet entitled, Whois
this Michael? and he also publishes a monthly study
paper called, God’sWord, God'sWay. Y ou may contact
Elder Smith by writing himat: P. O. Box 94054, Cleve-
land, Ohio 44101; or youmay call at (216) 271-9045.)
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Editorial:

In 1973 the World Council of Churches published a
book entitled, So Much In Common. This book con-
tained “Documents of interest in the conversations
between the World Council of Churches and the Sev-
enth-day Adventist Church.” (So Much In Common,
p. 1) After reading the book, oneisimpressed with the
fact that there is indeed very much in common be-
tween contemporary Adventism and the WCC. Today
the independent ministries claim that while they are
similar to the corporate mainline Seventh-day Adven-
tist Church, thereareimportant differences. However,
the independent ministries, with their “home
churches,” have much more in common with the cor-
porate church than they would care to admit.

The rapid growth of the independent “home
church” movement devel oping apart from denomina
tional Adventism has become impossible to ignore.
Some questions plaguing many sincere soulswho are
in the process of, or have already opted for, the Ad-
ventist home church aternative are:

What isthe major doctrinal difference between the
fundamental beliefs of our early Adventist pioneers
and that of the modern Adventist Church?

Are these doctrinal differences significant or im-
portant enough to justify my complete separation
(voluntarily or involuntarily) from the Seventh-day
Adventist denomination?’

Thefirst questionisapparently an easy one, usually
answered in a very simplistic and generalized way:
“The big difference between what | believe and what
the conference churches believe is that they believe
and teach the * new theology’ and | don’'t.” By impli-
cation, this “new theology” (or false doctrine) that
modern Adventism is now teaching isin direct con-
trast to and achange from the “old theology” (or true
doctrine) the Adventist church used to teach.

If you ask the historic Adventist home church advo-
catesif they are starting another denomination, most
will instantly reply that their movement “is not a new
organization of any kind, rather it is the people who
are determined to maintain all the old historic beliefs
of Seventh-day Adventists-the people who are part of
the original organization not only in name but in doc-
trine and spirit.” (Issues: No New Organization, Part
Three, John Grosboall, p. 28)

So, what arethe“old historic beliefs’ which consti-
tute an historic Adventist? Landmarks, the official
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publication of Steps to Life, one of the largest
independent ministries, made this proclamation:

“What are these fundamental doctrines? They were
summarized by James White in a Sgns of the Times
articlein 1874. Inthisarticle, heoutlined the beliefsof
Historic Seventh-day Adventists.” (Landmarks,
“Who is an Historic Seventh-day Adventist”) The
above quotation is affirming all the teachings of the
James White statement to be Biblically correct. If this
is true, the “new theology” would consist of either
true doctrines being deleted from the 1874 statement,
or false doctrines being added to this statement, or
both.

The main cause of separation and the conflict be-
tween the conference church and the independent
ministriesis explained as follows:

“The doctrines of our church are being changed,
andthisisthereal issue. Thisisthereasonfor theexis-
tence of the ‘certain private organizations that are
being attacked; and it is the reason that these private
organizations are receiving such widespread support
from church members who view the changes with
alarm, wondering why church leaders seem to be do-
ing little or nothing to interfere with the changes.”
(Issues: TheReal Issuethe Sdelssuesand the Pseudo
Issues, Ralph Larson, p. 10)

When you ask for the specific doctrines defined un-
der the label of “new theology,” the most common
repliesare: 1) Christ took theunfallen nature of Adam
2) You can't overcome all sin until Jesus comes; 3)
Disbelief in the investigative judgment asit relatesto
the sanctuary, and 4) Unbelief or rejection of thewrit-
ings of Ellen G. White. (Ibid., p. 13)

Whilethesedoctrinesare accepted by many leaders
and church members, it is interesting to note that the
official church creed (statement of beliefs) does not
teach any of the above! In fact, a study of the state-
ment of beliefsreveas:

1) No mention is made concerning the nature of
Christ intheincarnation. 2) No mention is made con-
cerning the impossibility of overcoming all sin.
3) While the emphasis of the atonement is changed,
the doctrine of the investigative judgment is not de-
nied. 4) Ellen G. White’s ministry is not only
affirmed, but her writings are described as* acontinu-
ing and authoritative source of truth.” (Fundamental
Belief #17)
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While it is true that the “new theology” does in-
volve the above named subjects, yet the existence of
these doctrinal compromises is smply the conse-
guences, or natural results, of the greatest and most
blatant doctrinal change, cover-up and conspiracy in
the history of Seventh-day Adventism: the doctrinal
change from being an ardently anti-Trinitarian, to an
avowedly pro-Trinitarian, church! The fact and real-
ity that this change did occur can be proven by simply
comparingthe 1872/1874 [anti-Trinitarian] statement
of beliefs with the 1980 [pro-Trinitarian] 27 funda-
mental beliefs asfollows:

1872 STATEMENT

“That thereisone God, apersonal, spiritual Being, the
Creator of all things, omnipotent, omniscient, and
eternal, infinite in wisdom, holiness, justice, good-
ness, truth, and mercy; unchangeable, and
everywhere present by His representative, the Holy
Spirit. Psalm 139:7.

“That thereisone Lord Jesus Christ, and Son of the
Eterna Father, the One by whom God created all
things and by whom they do consist; ...” (A Declara
tion of the Fundamental Principles Taught and
Practiced by the Seventh-Day Adventists)

1980 STATEMENT

“There is one God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, a
unity of three co-eternal Persons. God is immortal,
al-powerful, all-knowing, above all, and ever pres-
ent. Heisinfinite and beyond human comprehension,
yet known through His self-revelation. He is forever
worthy of worship, adoration, and service by the
whole creation.” (Seventh-day Adventists Believe, p.
16, Fundamental Belief #2)

Ironic as it may seem, the doctrinal change (from
anti-Trinitarianism to pro-Trinitarianism, and the
subsequent cover-up) hasbeen so successful that even
most Seventh-day Adventist independent ministries
do not know when, why, or how thisdoctrinal change
occurred. While independent ministries emphatically
assert that modern Adventism is in serious doctrinal
apostasy, conference leaders categorically insist that
denominational Adventism hasnot changed any of its
fundamental teachings except one: the doctrine of the
Trinity!

Concerning the omega of apostasy, Ellen G. White
wrote: “Be not deceived; many will depart from the
faith, giving heed to seducing spirits and doctrines of
devils. We have now before us the alpha of this dan-
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ger. The omega will be of a most startling nature.”
(Selected Messages, bk. 1, p. 197) An article in the
Adventist Review, by Editor William G. Johnsson, not
only affirms the doctrinal change on the nature of
God, but echoes Sister White' sterminology when she
stated that the omega of apostasy would be of a“most
startling” nature. Johnsson wrote:

“Some Adventiststoday think that our beliefs have
remained unchanged over the years, or they seek to
turn back the clock to some point when we had every-
thing just right. But all attempts to recover such
‘historic Adventism’ fail in view of the facts of our
heritage.

“ Adventist beliefs have changed over the yearsun-
der theimpact of ‘ present truth.” Most startling isthe
teaching regarding Jesus Christ, our Saviour and
Lord...the Trinitarian understanding of God, now part
of our fundamental beliefs, was not generally held by
the early Adventists. Even today a few do not sub-
scribetoit.” (William G. Johnsson, Adventist Review,
Janurary 6, 1994 p. 10 - emphasis supplied.)

The following quotation from the book | ssues also
clearly admitsof thisgreat doctrinal changeaswell.

“After the 1952 Bible Conference, for example,
Nichol wroteinthe Review of the‘impressivefact that
we have not changed our theology.” To be sure, the
qualifiers that Nichol adds to that statement tend to
temper its intensity. He seems to be speaking of
Adventism’s mgor doctrines. But even then it would
seemthat the shift toa Trinitarian theology isa signif-
icant ‘change’ in Adventist thinking...In addition to
the missing preambl e, the 1931 statement differsmost
dramatically from the 1872 statement in that it isfully
Trinitarian...The 1980 statement is like the 1931
statement in that it is fully Trinitarian...” (Issues, p.
46- emphasis supplied.)

Ironically enough, while independent ministries
are urging denominational leaders to doctrinally re-
pent, believe, and teach all the truths contained in the
1872/1874 statement of beliefs[i.e. nature of Christ,
etc.], conference leaders are challenging the willing-
ness of independent ministries to do the same [i.e.
accept and teach al the anti-Trinitarian implications
of the 1872/1874 statement]. Quoting again from the
book Issues, we read:

“The nonbinding, noncreedal status of the state-
ment [ 1872 statement of beliefs] isof special interest.
Even more significant, however, is the fact that the
statement is distinctly non-Trinitarian. Jesus is de-
scribed as Creator and Redeemer but is nowhere
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identified as God or as eternal. He simply is ‘the Son
of the Eternal Father.’

“ ... Arethe modern defenders of so-called historic
Adventism really prepared to return to a
non-Trinitarian position?” (Issues, p. 39 - emphasis
supplied.)

What is the point behind the question? Modern de-
nominational leaders recognize that most
independent ministriesaredefinitely not willingtore-
turn to the anti-Trinitarian position of the pioneers
because of the resulting cultic stigma and financial
loss that such a change would incur. Therefore, the
guestion is an attempt to coerce independent minis-
tries to recognize that the pioneers statement of
beliefs contained “serious errors’ and cannot there-
fore be considered as any type of standard or
measurement of truth today.

“Itisabackdidingchurchthat less-
ens the distance between itself and
the Papacy.” (Signs of the Times,
Feb. 2, 1894)

Denominational leaders boldly state that according
to the definition of “historic Adventism” (1872/1874
statement of beliefs) neither, they, nor independent
ministry leaders, are in doctrinal unity with the pio-
neers. Denominational |leadersalso statethat theearly
Adventist pioneers would not be able to subscribe to
the current beliefs, join, or even work with, either the
Genera Conference or most independent ministries
today. Notice this bold admission by George Knight
in Ministry magazine:

“Most of the founders of Seventh-day Adventism
would not be ableto join the church today if they had
to subscribe to the denomination’s Fundamental Be-
liefs.

“More specifically, most would not be ableto agree
to belief number 2, which deals with the doctrine of
the Trinity. For Joseph Bates the Trinity was an un-
scriptural doctrine, for James White it was that ‘old
Trinitarian absurdity,” and for M.E. Cornell it was a
fruit of the great apostasy, along with such false doc-
trines as Sunday keeping and the immortality of the
soul.

“In like manner, most of the founders of Sev-
enth-day Adventism would have trouble with
fundamental belief number 4, which holds that Jesus
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is both eternal and truly God. For J.N. Andrews ‘the
Son of God...had God for HisFather, and did, at some
point in the eternity of the past, have beginning of
days’ And E. J. Waggoner, of Minneapolis 1888
fame, penned in 1890 that ‘there was a time when
Christ proceeded forth and came from God...but that
time was so far back in the days of eternity that to fi-
nite comprehension it is practically without
beginning.’

“Neither could most of theleading Adventists have
agreed with fundamental belief number 5, which im-
plies the personhood of the Holy Spirit. Uriah Smith,
for example, not only was anti-Trinitarian and
semi-Arian, like so many of his colleagues, but also
likethem pictured the Holy Spirit as’ that divine mys-
terious emanation through which They [the Father
and the Son] carry forward their great and infinite
work.” On another occasion, Smith pictured the Holy
Spiritasa‘divineinfluence’ and not a‘ person likethe
Father and the Son.”” (George R. Knight, Ministry,
October, 1993, p. 10)

Not only is George Knight brazen enough to admit
that: “Most of the founders of Seventh-day
Adventismwould not be ableto join the church today
if they had to subscribe to the denomination’ s Funda-
mental Beliefs,” but heiscandid and honest enoughto
label the Trinity doctrine as the “new theology” for
Adventism. Notice his following confession:

“Theological change generally brings pain to those
involved, but various individuals respond to it in dif-
ferent ways. Some, such as Andreasen, were able
eventually to accommodate to the ‘ new theology.’

“Others, however, found accommodation impossi-
ble. One such was J. S. Washburn, a retired minister
who in 1939 published a pamphlet in which he noted
that the doctrine of the Trinity was ‘a cruel heathen
monstrosity,” ‘an impossible, absurd invention,” ‘a
blasphemous burlesque,” and ‘abungling, absurd, ir-
reverent caricature.’ Beyond that, it was a ‘Roman
doctrine’ that was* seeking tointrudeitsevil presence
into the teachings of the third angel’s message.’
Washburn also claimed that W.W. Prescott could not
beaSeventh-day Adventist becausehebelievedinthe
Trinity.

“One conference president was so impressed with
the Washburn pamphlet that he ordered 32 copies to
distribute to his ministers. Meanwhile, the Arian
views set forth in Uriah Smith’ s Daniel and the Reve-
lation were not removed until the mid-1940s.” (1bid.,
p. 11)
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INDEPENDENT MINISTRIES SAY:

1. We claim to be “historic Adventists’ asadifferentia-
tion between “apostate” or “new theology” Adventists.

2. Historic Adventists are defined as those who believe
and live the truths summarized by James Whitein aSgns
of the Times articlein 1874.

3. Themain “issue” of conflict between the church hier-
archy and independent ministriesis: “ The doctrines of our
church are being changed, and thisis the real issue.”

4. If modern church leaders would repent of doctrinal
apostasy and change back to believing and teaching the
doctrines of “historic Adventism” [i.e. 1874 article by
James White] there would be no major doctrinal disagree-
ment.

5. Because church leaders refuse to doctrinally repent
back to* historic Adventism,” independent Adventist min-
istries must work separately from modern denominational
Adventism until they do.

DENOMINATIONAL LEADERS SAY:

1. Weresent the fact that many independent ministries
claimtobe*historic” Adventistsasopposed to usdenomi-
national leaders being the doctrinally “apostate”
Adventists. (See Issues, pp, 7-8)

2. Many use the title “historic Adventist” because they
claim to believe and teach “all” the “fundamental princi-
ples’ as outlined by James White [in the 1872 and 1874
statement of beliefs] and that denominational |eaders do
not. Yet, we [denominational |eaders| can prove that inde-
pendent ministries are not believing and teaching “all”
these “fundamental principles’ because James White and
his statement is distinctly anti-Trinitarian. Y ou independ-
ent ministries are not! (See Issues, p, 39)

3. We denominational church leaders do not deny that
there have been changes in doctrine from what our early
Adventist pioneers believed. Y et these changes have been
necessary because our pioneers were in doctrinal error,
[i.e. they were anti-Trinitarian].

Therefore, the 27 fundamental beliefs smply represent
our advanced enlightenment and progression of truth to-
day [i.e. pro-Trinitarian position], and not a regression to
“al” the past (and erroneous) teachings of our pioneers.

4.Y ou [independent ministries] claim that we [denomi-
national church leaders] should repent of doctrinal
apostasy and return to believing and teaching the doctrines
of “historic Adventism” [i.e. the 1874 article by James
White]. Yet, we [denominational church leaders] can
prove that you [independent ministries] are in doctrinal
apostasy [i.e. Trinitarianism] according to the same stan-
dard [of “historic Adventism”] you're trying to impose
upon us.

Both independent ministries and denominational
Adventismareindoctrinal apostasy accordingtoyour own
definition of “historic Adventism.” Theearly Adventist pi-
oneerswould not be ableto join our S.D.A. denomination
today because they couldn’t agree with the Trinitarian
statements #2,#3,#5 of the 27 fundamental beliefs. Yet,
neither would they be able to join with you [independent
ministries] because of your agreement with us on these vi-
tal points! (See Ministry, October 1993)

5. So, sincewe both differ with the pioneers’ beliefsand
teachingsin a similar manner, don’t work separately, but
together with us, by notimposing your brand of doctrineas
the only legitimate “historic Adventism” available. (See
Issues, pp, 51, 83.)
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As we have seen, the corporate Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Church and the independent ministries have
the same foundational doctrine of God in common.
Animportant lesson fromthe history of Protestantism
could be drawn upon. When the Reformation began,
the Protestants began to move away from Catholi-
cism. However, becausethey did not give up thethree
main pillars of Rome, the Trinity, Sunday sacredness,
and the belief of the immortal soul, they did not con-
tinue to reform. Slowly at first, and now with
astounding speed, they have begun the trip back to
Rome. Today, unity among theformer Protestantsand
the Papacy is a forgone conclusion. Since the inde-
pendent ministries failed to give up the one teaching
that stands as the central pillar of Catholicism (the
Trinity), they have failed to anchor themselves, and
one by one they will ultimately “go home” to the
mother church if they refuse to abandon her central
doctrine! Withthetranspiring of recent eventsinvolv-
ing one of the main independent ministries from
Florida, the handwriting is on the wall.

If the Adventist pioneers were in doctrinal error
whenthey believed and taught the anti-Trinitarian po-
sition, then denominational |eaderstoday arejustified
in their admitted change to the pro-Trinitarian posi-
tion. They are also justified in their ecumenical
overtures to Babylon since they are so close in doc-
trine. Yet, if the early Adventist pioneers were
Biblically correct in their anti-Trinitarian position,
this fact alone incriminates modern Adventism (both
the corporate and major independent branches) to be
in serious doctrinal apostasy—even the “omega’ of
such. You must decide for yourself through prayer
and acareful consideration of the weight of evidence.
Your final decision may determine your eternal des-
tiny! The following counsel is well worth
considering:

“The church that holds to the word of God isirrec-
oncilably separated from Rome. Protestants were
oncethusapart from thisgreat church of apostasy, but
they have approached more nearly to her, and are still
in the path of reconciliation to the Church of Rome.
Rome never changes. Her principles have not altered
in the least. She has not lessened the breach between
herself and Protestants; they have doneall theadvanc-
ing. But what doesthis argue for the Protestantism of
thisday?Itistherejection of Bibletruth which makes
men approach to infidelity. It isabacksliding church
that lessens the distance between itself and the Pa-
pacy.” (Sgnsof the Times, February 2, 1894) 25
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GOD S POWER DISPLAYED

“ And Jonathan said to the young man that bare hisar-
mour, Come, and let us go over unto the garrison of
these uncircumcised: it may be that the LORD will
work for us: for there is no restraint to the LORD to
save by many or by few.” (1 Samuel 14.6)

The story of Jonathan has been an inspiration to
many to see how the Lord isnot dependent upon large
numbersto do Hiswork. In fact, many times, such as
in the case of Gideon, God has chosen to use only a
small number so that the glory cannot be ascribed to
man, but will all be given to Him.

Recently | was thrilled to receive a report from
Brother Mick Goslin about avisit he madeto aProm-
ise Keepers rally in Columbia, South Carolina,
October 2, 3.

Brother Mick had taken tracts to share with the
Promise K eepersthat encouraged them to continueto
servetheir God and their familiesand then challenged
them to continue further with their experiencereceiv-
ing a knowledge of the three angels messages. The
tract closed with an offer for afree copy of Great Con-
troversy.

Working, seemingly alone, but with the coopera-
tion of heaven, Brother Mick was able to distribute
approximately 13,000 flyers in one evening and part
of the next morning!

The reception from the men was excellent. Many
promise keepers poked and nudged Mick for his at-
tention to make sure that they were not missed. Some
even requested bundles of tractsfor groupsthey were
with. Mick said that “right from the beginning the
Lord openedtheway. Friday evening | had passed out
about ten flyers and was approached by aPK security
official. He asked, ‘Have these been approved by
PK? I replied, ‘No.” Then he called for another offi-
cia to either approve or disapprove the tract. The
official came over and looked at the front of the tract
and saw thetitle, * Jesus WantsaGod-Fearing Church’
and approvedit. Thenthefirst official thanked mefor
my co-operation.”

Praise God for His aimighty power and that He is
ableto save by many or by few. What makesthe testi-
mony so much more dynamic isthat Brother Mick is
only seventeen yearsold! Thisruddy youth was used
inamarked way by God and | wish to ask that you will
personally remember Brother Mick in prayer that God
will continueto usehim. Editor

http://www.smyrna.org



The Apostle of The
North was the title the
humble, believing Christians

had honorarily given the Protestant
reformer, Bernard Gilpin, living in
northern England during the early
Reformation times. Despite all obsta-
cles placed in his way he maintained
explicit trust in God. His cheerful con-
fidence in his Maker inspired everyone
who knew or came in contact with
him. His life was not only beautiful but
amazing.

Remember one verse in Romans,

chapter eight and verse twenty-eight,
he told everyone who came to him
with a problem or perplexity. Believe
it and claim it as your own personal
guarantee from heaven, he said hun-
dreds and hundreds of times, And it
will help you through any crisis.
We know that
all things work together for good to
them that love God, to them who are
the called according to His purpose.

Romans 8:28 states:

Whenever he had the opportunity he
explained that his studies indicated
that in the original Greek it read God
worketh all things with them for
good. He told many a struggling and
weak Christian that it is not these
things working, but God working
the things! Gilpin proved this person-
ally through some very strange
happenings.

Towards the end of the reign of
Queen Mary things were made very,
very difficult for reform and reformers.
Queen Mary used both the stake and
the sword to stem the tide of reform in
England.

One day, as Bernard Gilpin was
deep into his study of the Bible, a
knock at the door brought about the
beginning of the bizarre proof that

God worketh all things with them for
good.

Old Paths

A Lucky Break?

He was arrested on the charge of
heresy, and taken into custody to be
transported to London for the typical
mock trial given all who were accused
of treason. The detachment of soldiers
appeared as if they were capturing a
fierce armed robber.

The second day of horseback riding
found the small group in a small vil-
lage near sunset. The captain inquired
about an inn and led the men and his
prisoner towards it. As they dis-
mounted, Gilpin fell. This excited the
horse, and it bolted down the cobble-
stone street until apprehended by one
of the soldiers who had already taken
off his own saddle in preparation for
the night s rest.

When Gilpin tried to stand on his
feet, a sharp pain raced up his leg. The
torn pants leg and bloodied ankle
made it evident that he had broken his
ankle as well as severely lacerated his
leg in several places. He had to be car-
ried into the inn by three men.

The captain was furious. He knew
that this meant a delay in their travel-
ing. He sent all of the men ahead the
next morning at dawn to report to his
commander of the unfortunate acci-
dent. The captain seemed to vent his
hostilities out against the Protestant
reformer.

Finally, the captain said, I guess
you re going to tell me what you told
those poor, ignorant peasants who
came to see you off to jail and death.
You know, about how everything
works out for the best and all that.

I am as sure as you re standing
there that even this broken leg will
prove to be a blessing to me, Gilpin
said with true confidence.

The captain laughed as he looked at
the man who was going to soon lose his
life for preaching against the estab-
lished religion of England.
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I suppose you be-
the

continued,

lieve, captain

that everything

worked out well for your friends
Latimer and Ridley when her royal
highness burned them at the stake.

Before Gilpin could reply, the hos-
tile soldier added, And whataboutthe
Archbishop of Canterbury? You can t
tell me that he felt that when she or-
dered him to forfeit his life he was
happy over it.

Over two weeks were passed in the
little inn as the captain kept up his un-
relenting attack on Gilpin s
confidence that God was going to work
out things for his best good. The cap-
tain did not do all the talking, and in
listening to the quiet, patient man of
the cloth it did have its effect.

Just prior to the day they had de-
cided that Gilpin could make the trip
on into London to face certain death,
the local town crier came into the inn
to announce to everyone that Queen

Mary had died.

Queen Elizabeth now reigned. And
since Elizabeth was a Protestant, her
new reign brought an end to the perse-
cutions.

The Protestant reformer was re-
leased on the spot. He returned to his
faithful flock. The captain returned to
duty in London. Even though their
backgrounds and beliefs were as oppo-
site as day and night, there was one
thing they both knew to be true. That
is, God worketh all things with them
for good. Even to the breaking of an
ankle. 25

(This story was reprinted from the
book, The Hand That Still Intervenes, -
W.A. Spicer and Helen Spicer Menkel
© 1982 by Concerned Publications.
Permission to reprint this article was
graciously granted by the publishers.)

November 1998



Some Features

of our Times
By Uriah Smith

Thisisan age of brilliant pretensions, but sad realities.
Its professions and practices, its facts and theories,
present a climax of contradictions.

There never was so much of the form of godliness,
and never <o little of the power.

Never were there so many professors of religion,
and never <o little of religion itself.

Never so many assurancesof peace, and never so ex-
tensive and urgent preparations for war.

Never so many tokens of coming danger and calam-
ity, and never such afeeling of security, expressed and
implied, on the part of the people.

There never was atime when the doctrine of theim-
mediate opening of thetemporal millenniumwasmore
universally cherished and talked of, and never atime
when every feature of society, social, moral, and politi-
cal, rendered such an idea more preposterous.

There was atime when there was so much money in
the world, and never a time when there was more
wide-spread and distressing poverty.

There never was a time when there were so many
remedies for every disease, real or imaginary, which

profess to be sure cures, absolutely infallible, and
never atime when there existed so much disease, sick-
ness, suffering, and death.

There never was a time when there was so much
boasting of progress and advancement on the part of
the race, and never atime when they gave more pal pa-
ble evidence of fast descending into every depth of
iniquity and sin.

And what does all this show? It showsthat the pre-
tensionson which men build themselvesup areasham,
and their professions, hypocrisy. They are willing to
deceive others, and to be deceived themselves. Thisis
thetimewhen the prophet tellsusthat evil men and se-
ducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving and
being deceived. We see thiswork going on before us,
which proves that we have reached the time to which
the prophet'swords apply. Thereisnothing to which
men will not put their hand for gain. With worthless
nostrums, which thevendersknow will not accomplish
what they claim, the confidence of the afflicted is se-
cured, and their means filched. Falsity and
hollow-heartednessexist on every hand. Truthisfallen
in the streets, and equity cannot enter. Nor will this
state of things improve till He whose right it is, the
Prince of the house of David, takes the throne.

We rejoice that this event is at the door. Hasten, O
King of kings, the glad day. (Without Excuse - 1893)

Camp Meeting Notice:

Florida Camp Meeting Notice

| would like to remind all of you that there will be a
camp meeting in central Florida from November
12-15. Please make your arrangements now to attend.
The camp meeting will be held in the River Forest
group campground located in the southeast corner of
the Ocala National Forest—about one hour north of
Orlando. For more information contact Bill Hayes
(904) 684-2214 or Lynnford Beachy (304) 732-9204.
A $25 fee per family for the duration of your stay is
appreciated. Thisfee isto help with the rental of the
camp ground. There are plenty of spacesfor tentsand
thereisalarge, indoor meeting room and kitchen.

Please plan to come for spiritual nourishment and
edifying fellowship with God' s people. Last spring’s
camp meeting held therewasareal blessingtoall who

Vol. 7, No. 11

attended and the blessing promises to be richer this
year.

Arizona Camp Meeting

Asmany of you know, we recently had a camp meet-
ing in Wilhoit, Arizona. One of the highlights of the
camp meeting was to have a guest speaker came all
the way from Jamaica. Brother David Clayton shared
some very encouraging and thought provoking stud-
ies, focused on God's love and a deeper, more
genuine, Christian experience. | must say that | was
certainly blessed by all the meetings.

Doug Godlin and Lynnford Beachy also shared Bi-
ble studies with those who could attend. Randall
Mercer shared an outstanding testimony of his life,
which moved the hearts of many. It is a privilege to
witness the wonderful power of our God.

There were severa people who were new to the
message of the love of God in giving up His

http://www.smyrna.org



only-begotten Son. Some of these brethren gladly re-
ceived the truth and praised the Lord for allowing
them to hear such awonderful message. | am certainly
grateful to the Lord for allowing meto be ableto fel-
lowship with God’'s people at the Arizona camp
meeting. | wish to personally thank each of you who
came to the camp meeting, for it would not have been
the same without you.

Thefollowing weekend the PromiseK eepersheld a
convention in Tucson, Arizona. One of the men who
accepted thetruth at the camp meeting cameto helpus
pass out fliers to those attending the meetings.

Those of you who were not able to come to the
camp meeting certainly missed out on awonderful ex-
perience. | pray that you will be ableto makeit to the
next one. L.B.

West Virginia Convocation

During the months of September and October,
Brother David Clayton from Jamaica visited severa
groups in America. The Arizona camp meeting was
one such event. Another that we can report on
first-hand was the meetings held at the Smyrna Cha-
pel the last weekend of September.

Brother David, along with his wife Jennifer and
their daughter Annelie, greatly blessed thosein atten-
dancewith both song and messagesfrom God’ sWord.
David’'s expressive preaching style was equally
matched by the depth of the messages God gave
through him.

Special music and several testimonies rounded out
the weekend. Several visitors werein attendance and
thefellowshipwasgresatly appreciatedby all.  A.S.

Pastor David Clayton
Enthusiastically Preaching

at the Smyrna Chapel.

Old Paths
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Christmas Tract

The Christmas season will soon be here. Most of the world
will be spending money for gifts and decorations. Some
will attempt to ignore it because of its pagan ties. We be-
lieve that this is a time of year when many hearts are open
to receive the gospel who would never listen any other
time. Last year we published a tractin the form of a Christ-
mas card. We have found this to be the easiest tract to share
that we have ever seen! While many people will not accept
atract, almost everyone will accept a Christmas card and a
season greeting when offered with a sincere smile!

Last season we distributed many of these tracts in our
local area. Sabbath afternoons and

we are keeping the veritable day of our Saviour s birth.
History gives us no certain assurance of this. The Bible
does not give us the precise time. Had the Lord deemed
this knowledge essential to our salvation, He would have
spoken through His prophets and apostles, that we might
know all about the matter. But the silence of the Scriptures
upon this point evidences to us thatit is hidden from us for
the wisest purposes.

In His wisdom the Lord concealed the place where He
buried Moses. God buried him, and God resurrected him
and took him to heaven. This secrecy was to prevent idola-
try. Moses, against whom the children of Israel rebelled
while he was in active service, whom they provoked almost

beyond human endurance, was almost

Sundays were ideal times to meet peo-

worshiped as God after his separation

ple as they were busy doing shopping
at local stores. Most businesses liked
the public relations appeal and nearly
everyone would accept a card. They
are excellent for those who still wish to
send cards by postal mail as well.
The first two paragraphs of the tract
are taken from a section of the Adven-
tist Home entitled, Christmas is
Coming. This is followed by a short
Bible study on God s love in giving
His only begotten Son for our sins.
The tract ends with an appeal to the
reader to give their life to the Lord and

an offer for a free copy of Szeps to Christ

*Christmas is coming,”
note that is soumded throughout
our world from east to west and
from north to south. With youth,
those of matwre age, and even the
aged. it is a period of general
rejoicing, of great gladness. But
what is Christinas, that it should
demand so much attention?

from them by death. For the very same
purpose He has concealed the precise
day of Christs birth, that the day
should not receive the honor that
should be given to Christ as the Re-
deemer of the world--one to be
received, to be trusted, to be relied on as
He who could save to the uttermost all
is the who come unto Him. The soul s ado-
ration should be given to Jesus as the
Son of the infinite God.

He [Christ] shall be great, and
shall be called the Son of the Highest:
and the Lord God shall give unto him
the throne of his father David. (Luke

(Shelter in the Storm version).

C——9

1:32)

We have reproduced a copy of the
cover and full text for those interested.
(The cover has a green border and a
red title.) The cost of production and mailing is $7.50/100.
Those interested should let us know as soon as possible so
it will enable us to get your cards to you before the season
starts.

Text of Card

Christmas is coming, is the note that is sounded
throughout our world from east to west and from north to
south. With youth, those of mature age, and even the aged,
it is a period of general rejoicing, of great gladness. But
what is Christmas, that it should demand so much atten-

tion?

The twenty-fifth of December is supposed to be the day
of the birth of Jesus Christ, and its observance has become
customary and popular. But yet there is no certainty that
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Card Cover
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Friend, God loves you so much
that he gave his only begotten Son,
that whosoever believeth in him

(John 3:16)

Jesus also loves you so much that He gave himself for

should not perish, but have everlasting life.

our sins, that he might deliver us from this present evil
world, according to the will of God and our Father.
(Galatians 1:4)

God manifested His love for you by sending His only be-
gotten Son into the world. In this was manifested the love of
God toward us, because that God sent his only begotten Son
into the world, that we might live through him. (1]John4:9)

Abraham was a man who loved God with his whole
heart. God allowed Abraham to demonstrate his love in a
very dynamic way. And he [God] said, Take now thy son,
thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee into
the land of Moriah; and offer him there for aburnt offering
upon one of the mountains which I will tell thee of. (Gen-

esis 22:2)

http://www.smyrna.org



S€ "ON HuRg
AM UM
arvd
ageisod 'S ‘N
ey Ning

This was the most severe test that anyone could go
through. After three long days, Abraham came to Moriah
and was about to follow through with God s command,
when an angel stopped him. And he said, Lay not thine
hand upon the lad, neither do thou any thing unto him: for
now I know that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not
withheld thy son, thine only son from me. (Genesis 22:12)

This was the greatest proof of Abraham s love that could
be manifested. It was an illustration of God s love to man-
kind except Abraham was spared the death of his son,
while God was not. Abraham s obedience proved his love.
It showed there was nothing he was not willing to give up
for God. Abraham would have much rather given up all
his silver, gold, his herds of cattle, and his many sheep,
than to give up his only son Isaac.

God proved His love for you in the same way by yielding
up that which was most dear to Him: His only begotten
Son. He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him
up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us
all things? (Romans 8:32) This proved for eternity that

Old Paths
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there was nothing that God would not give up for you and
me.

My friend, God loves you dearly and wishes above all
things that you should be saved and enter into His kingdom.
Please take this opportunity to give your life to God. Follow
Him with your whole heart, and He will give you a crown of

life.

Surely you will want to learn more about living victori-
ous amid the storms of life. Please write to the address
below to receive your free* copy of the life changing book
entitled Shelter in the Storm.

*A two-dollar donation for postage and handling is ap-
preciated, but not required to receive Shelter in the Storm.

Old Paths is published monthly by Smyrna Gospel Ministries,
HC 64 Box 128-B, Welch, WV 24801-9606. It is sent free upon
request. Phone: Office: (304) 732-9204; Home: (304) 732-8609;
Our web site URL is: http://www.smyrna.org. E-mail address -
Stump: editor@smyrna.org; Beachy: berean@smyrna.org.

Editor
Associate Editor

Allen Stump
Lynnford Beachy
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