PRAYER

STEPS TO CHRIST




Prayer is the opening of the heart to God as
to a friend. Not that it is necessary in order
to make known to God what we are, but in
order to enable us to receive Him. Prayer
does not bring God down to us, but brings us
up to Him. (SC 93)




Seek every opportunity to go where
prayer is wont to be made. Those who are
really seeking for communion with God
will be seen in the prayer meeting, faithful

to do their duty and earnest and anxious
to reap all the benefits they can gain. They
will improve every opportunity of placing
themselves where they can receive the

rays of light from heaven. (SC 98)




There is no time or place in which it is inappropriate
to offer up a petition to GGod. There is nothing that
can prevent us from lifting up our hearts in the spirit
of earnest prayer. In the crowds of the street, in the
midst of a business engagement, we may send up a
petition to God and plead for divine guidance, as did
Nehemiah when he made his request before King
Artaxerxes. A closet of communion may be found
wherever we are. We should have the door of the
heart open continually and our invitation going up
that Jesus may come and abide as a heavenly guest in

the soul. (SC 99)




Nothing that in any way concerns our peace is too small
for Him to notice. There is no chapter in our experience
too dark for Him to read; there is no perplexity too
difficult for Him to unravel. No calamity can befall the
least of His children, no anxiety harass the soul, no joy
cheer, no sincere prayer escape the lips, of which our
heavenly Father is unobservant, or in which He takes no
immediate interest. “He healeth the broken in heart, and
bindeth up their wounds.” Psalm 147:3. The relations
between God and each soul are as distinct and full as
though there were not another soul upon the earth to

share His watchcare, not another soul for whom He gave
His beloved Son. (SC 100)




